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NATO approves military 
force in Kosovo 

BRUSSELS (R) — NATO on Saturday cleared the 
way for the use of military force to help impose a 
peace deal in Kosovo, authorising alliance Secretary 
General Javier Solana to launch* air strikes against 
Yugoslav targets if necessary. “The Council today has 
agreed in authorising [to order] air strikes against tar- 
gets in Yugoslav territory," Solana said in a brief state* 
ment to reporters. “I will take this decision in the light 
of both parties' compliance with international com- 
mitments, with international requirements, including 
in particular assessment by the Contact Group..." 
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Now Open Fridays 


Fastlink would like to announce its new 
Showrooms Hours: 

8:00 am to 6:00 pm 
Saturdays-TItursdays 
and from 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm 
on Fridays. 

For more information call us at 
Amman 551 2010, Tayebat Village 4770 770, 

Aqaba D3 322 557, Irbkf 02 251 691 
or dial 111 on your mobile 
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Four killed in 
helicopter crash 
in Switzerland ' 

SCHWYTZ (AFP) — Four 
people were killed when their 
helicopter crashed into a 
mountain in the Schwytz can- 
ton in central Switzerland, 
police said Saturday. The cause 
of the crash, which occurred 
late Friday afternoon, is not yet 
known, police said. The pilot 
and three passengers were on a 
mission to set off explosions to 
unleash avalanches, a common 
method of ensuring safety on 
the ski slopes of Hoch-Ybrig, 
police said. It was not known 
whether the avalanches had 
begun at the time of the crash. 

Carlos denies 
Cuban connection 

PARIS (AP) — The man 
known as Cados the Jackal has 
denied allegations that Cuba 
was among his sponsors in the 
1970s, saying such charges 
amounted to a “campaign of 
infamy" against Fidel Castro, 
hi a letter to the daily Le 
Monde, parts of which were 
published Satuniay. Ilich 
Ramirez Sanchez — once con- 
sidered die world's most want- 
ed man — said he “never 
received logistical help from 
Cuba." The denial was in 
response to written allegations 
by a former ranking Cuban 
interior ministiy official filed 
with French judicial officials in 
support of a law suit charging 
Casio with international drug 
trafficking and other crimes. 

Protesters dash 
over army exhibit 

JOEL (AP) — Brawls erupted 
Saturday in the northern Ger- 
man city of Kief between 
extreme rightists and leftists 
over an exhibition on World 
War II German army atrocities. 
Police did not have immediate 
information on the number of 
injuries or arrests. .About 1,000 
extreme rightists marched to 
protest the exhibition, which 
shows atrocities committed by 
ordinary German soldiers, as 
well as .special SS units, in east- 
ern Europe during the war. 
About 400 leftists pelted them 
with stones and clashed with 
police, who ordered the march 
route shortened to try to con- 
tain the violence. 

Explosion kills six 
people in Pakistan 

ISLAMABAD (AP) — Six 
people were killed, including a 
four-year-old child by a bomb 
which Pakistani officials said 
was made in neighbouring 
India. The bomb was placed 
beneath the seat of a horse- 
drawn cart that was carrying 
eight passengers. All but one of 
the passengers died of their 
injuries. The eighth person is in 
critical condition, police said 
Seven other people, who were 
standing nearby, also were 
injured in the explosion, they 
said The bomb exploded as the 
horse-drawn cart crossed a 
bridge near Sialkot, some 60 
kilometres north of the Punjab 
pro\incial capital of Lahore. 

Eight hurt in 
N. Ireland attacks 

BELFAST (AFP) — Eight 
people were injured and a 
house set on fire as sectarian 
violence, attributed to Catholic 
and Protestant paramilitary 
forces, continued to flare in 
Northern Ireland overnight In 
the first incident a group of 
aimed men beat up two 
women and five men, all in 
their twenties, in a house at 
Newtiiwnabbey early Satur- 
day. They then set the house as 
well as a car. in which the 
young people had arrived on 
fire. One of the victims was 
hospitalised In a separate inci- 
dent a man in his thirties was 
shot and wounded when 
masked men broke into his 
home at Cookstown late Fri- 
day. 



Prince Abdullah, Arafat discuss King completes course 
peace process developments of treatment at Mayo 



HRH Crown Prince Abdullah, the Regent, receives Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat at Raghadan Palace in Amman on Saturday (AFP photo) 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

AMMAN — HRH Crown 
Prince Abdullah, the Regent, 
on Saturday received Palestin- 
ian President Yasser Arafat, 
who congratulated him on his 
appointment as Crown Prince 
and discussed with him the lat- 
est developments in the peace 
process. 

The two leaders discussed 
bilateral ties and ways to 
cement them, die Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, said. It said 
Prince Abdullah stressed that 
Jordan will exert all possible 
efforts to “cooperate with the 
Palestinian brethren in all 
fields.” 

Palestinian Ambassador to 
Jordan Omar Khatib said 
Arafat briefed the Crown 
Prince on the deadlock in the 
peace process with Israel. 

“President Arafat briefed His 
Royal Highness on the Israeli 
obstinacy in implementing 
what has been agreed upon 
between the two sides in the 
Wye River agreement," Khatib 
said. 

“He also briefed the Crown 
Prince on Israel’s decision to 
freeze the agreement and all 
issues the two sides had agreed 
upon," the ambassador told the 
Jordan Times, referring to the 


Oct 23, 199S agreement 
which His Majesty King Hus- 
sein and U.S. President Bill 
Clinton played a major role in 
concluding. 

Israel implemented the first 
phase of the agreement which 
called for further Israeli army 
redeployment from the Wesr 
Bank, but later the government 
of Prime Minister Benyamin 


Netanyahu halted further 
implementation due to the 
upcoming Israeli elections. 

Khatib said President Arafat 
briefed Prince Abdullah on 
Israel’s refusal to allow the 
Gaza seaport to begin opera- 
tions in accordance with the 
Wye River agreement. 

He said Prince Abdullah and 
Arafat also discussed the 


forthcoming tripartite meeting 
of the foreign ministers of Jor- 
dan, Egypt and Palestine, 
expected to convene in 
Amman. 

The ambassador said no date 
has been fixed for die minis- 
ters* meeting, but added that 
die focus of discussion will be 
on the logjam in the peace 
process. 


By Caroline Faraj 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein on Saturday 
completed a course of 
chemotherapy and is 
scheduled to undergo a 
bone marrow transplant on 
Tuesday, Jordanian Ambas- 
sador to the U.S. Marwan 
Muasher said. 

“The King completed 
Saturday a four^day course 
of chemotherapy, and he 
will undergo a bone mar- 
row transplant on Tuesday, 
which is supposed to lak 
for two days ” Muasher 
told the Jordan Tunes in a 
telephone interview from 
the Mayo Clinic in 
Rochester. Minnesota. 

The King's private physi- 
cian, Samir Fairaj, yester- 
day said die King was in 
stable condition. 

“His Majesty's health 
condition is stable, and the 
bone marrow transplant, 
due to last for two days, 
will take place on Tuesday, 
as part of the treatment 
plan,” Farraj said. 

On Friday Muasher told 
the Jordan Times that the 
King was scheduled to 
receive a course of 
chemotherapy as part of a 


10-day treatment pro- 
gramme “intended to 
achieve a more successful 
remission." 

King Hussein underwent 
six mouths of treatment at 
the Mayo Clinic for non- 
Hodgkins lymphoma 
before making a tri- 
umphant return to Jordan 
on Jan. 19, but his doctors* 
concerns over -a recurrent 
fever and blood count 
abnormalities forced him to 
return last Tuesday to the 
U.S.. for further medical 
attention. 

When asked when doc- 
tors estimated the King's 
treatment would be com- 
pleted. Muasher said: “The 
doctors' assessment of the 
King’s condition is con- 
ducted on a daily basis ." 

The ambassador also 
described the King’s gener- 
al condition as better, and 
said: “The King is in con- 
stant contact with HRH 
Crown Prince Abdullah, 
the Regent " 

“The King was briefed by 
Crown Prince Abdullah 
about the present develop- 
ments in Jordan, and he is 
giving his instructions and 
advice.” he added. 

King Hussein designated 


his eldest son Prince 
Abdullah as heir to the 
Throne on Monday, replac- 
ing his uncle, HRH Prince 
Hassan. 51. who had been 
heir for more than three 
decades. 

Abdullah, who turned 37 
on Saturday, is serving as 
Regent in the King's 
absence. 

The King had received a 
stem cell transplant follow- 
ing six courses of 

chemotherapy which began 
last July. The 63-year-old 
Monarch announced at the 
end of that treatment that 
he had fully recovered. But 
when symptoms of fever 
and blood count abnormal- 
ities were indicated last 

week, his physicians said 

they were taking no 

chances and recommended 
that he return to the clinic. 

King Hussein's non- 
Hodgkins lymphoma is his 
second bout with cancer in 
six years. He underwent 
surgery at the Mayo Clinic 
in 1992 to remove his left 
kidney and cancerous cells 
from his ureter. 

In April 1998, surgeons at 
the Mayo Clinic removed a 
benign growth from his 
prostate. 


Regent expresses appreciation for congratulatory mess ages 

IAF congratulates Crown Prince on designation as heir 


Jordan’s embassy 
in Kuwait expected 
to reopen next week 


AMMAN (Petra) — HRH 
Crown Prince Abdullah, the 
Regent. Saturday thanked the 
Jordanian people for their good 
wishes and congratulations 
upon becoming hear to the 
Throne. 

In a letter to the nation, the 
Crown Prince also voiced his 
deep appreciation and gratitude 
to the heads of state and senior 
officials as well as citizens of 
Arab and foreign countries 
who congratulated him on this 
occasion, 

“I am pleased to send greet- 
ings to ail members of the Jor- 
danian family and to express 
deep pride in His Majesty King 
Hussein's clan, who have 
expressed their affection to the 
Monarch and the nation and 
vowed to uphold the sublime 
principles on which the home- 
land was founded and the great 
message to which Jordan has 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

AMMAN — Arab interior 
ministers on Saturday ended a 
two-day meeting with a strong 
denunciation of terrorism and 
a call on .Arab states not to 
allow terrorists to take shelter 
in their territories. 

The final communique of the 
conference, which was attend- 
ed by 22 Arab ministers, also 
urged Arab states to refrain 
from extending any type of 
assistance to terrorists who are 
targeting not only Arab securi- 
ty but other countries as well. 

‘The Council of Arab Interi- 
or Ministers... strongly 


dedicated itself to achieve." tire 
Regent said. 

Referring to the past few 
days during which tiiousands 
of well-wishers assembled to 
congratulate him. Prince 
Abdullah said: “You have over- 
whelmed me with your noble 
and true feelings by calling at 
Raghadan Palace from all pans 
of the country to express your 
sincere feelings and congratu- 
lations over the mission 
entrusted to me by His Majesty. 
You have proved to be worthy 
of the King’s trust and have dis- 
played unity, cohesion and 
affiliation to the dear homeland 
and its noble message of 
defending the nation's causes 
and its future generations.” 

"Wherever you might be in 
this country and elsewhere in 
the world, I send you my deep 
thanks and appreciation for the 
sincere affection and brotherly 


denounces terrorism in all 
forms... and supports all 
efforts aimed at holding an 
international conference to 
combat terrorism." the com- 
munique said. 

The council “reaffirms its 
commitment to fight terrorism 
as a part of the Arab Strategy to 
Combat Terrorism." signed in 
Cairo in April 1998. the state- 
ment said. 

“We call upon all countries 
where terrorist groups take 
shelter to prevent them from 
using their territories or to ben- 
efit from their rules or to obtain 
assistance or arms, or practise 
any criminal acts or dissemi- 


and noble feelings, and I also 
express my deep gratitude and 
appreciation to the beads of 
state of the Arab and foreign 
countries and their senior offi- 
cials who have expressed their 
congratulations to me" the 
Crown Prince said. 

In his letter. Prince Abdullah 
implored God Almighty to help 
him serve Ionian and the Jor- 
danian people under King Hus- 
sein's wise leadership. 

Also Saturday, the Regent 
received a congratulatory cable 
from the secretary general of 
the Islamic Action Front (IAF), 
Abdul Latif Arabiyat, on his 
designation as Crown Prince. 

The cable said: “On behalf of 
the members and leaders of the 
IAF, I hereby send you my sin- 
cere. heartfelt congratulations 
on the Royal trust and on your 
appointment as Crown Prince, 
praying to God the Almighty to 


nate propaganda that endan- 
gers the security and safety of 
all countries." the statement 
said 

It noted that Arab states dif- 
ferentiate between terrorism 
and “foe right of people to 
struggle against foreign 
aggression and occupation by 
afl means, including armed 
struggle to liberate their [occu- 
pied] lands.” 

The last part of the commu- 
nique referred to the Israeli 
occupation of Palestinian and 
Lebanese territories. 

The conference, which was 
inaugurated by HRH Crown 
Prince Abdullah, the Regent, 


protect you and keep you for 
die betterment of this country 
and its people." 

The Regent also received 
several representatives of Arab 
leaders, who congratulated the 
Prince on his designation as 
heir to the Throne, and inquired 
about His Majesty King Hus- 
sein’s health. The Regent 
received Prince Abdul Aziz 
Ben Abdullah A1 Saud the son 
of Saudi Crown Prince Abdul- 
lah and a Saudi royal court 
advisor, Omani court minister 
and Sultan Qaboos Ben 
Saeed’s special envoy. Major 
General Ali Ben Majed Mou’- 
mari Sheikh Tamim Ben Khal- 
ifah, the son of Qatar’s Emu- 
Sheikh Hamad Ben Khalrfah 
A] Thanl and A1 Sa'idi Qad- 
hafi, the sod of Libyan Presi- 
dent Muammar Qadhafi. 

Prince Abdullah also 
received congratulatory- cables 


was scheduled to last fca- three 
days but participants, for 
unspecified reasons, shortened 
it to two days. 

Saudi Interior Minister 
Nayef Ben Abdul Aziz, who 
met on Saturday with Prince 
Abdullah, told reporters that 
Arab states were determined to 
“activate" the anti-terrcaism 
strategy in the coming few 
months after its is ratified by 
their respective stales. 

Only eight countries, namely 
Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Jordan, 
Palestine, Sudan, Algeria, the 
United Arab Emirates and 
Bahrain, have so far ratified tie 
agreement, which was signed 


on the occasion of his 37th 
birthday, which he celebrated 
Saturday. Messages were sent 
by Prime Minister Fayez 
Tarawneh, Senate President 
Zeid Rifai, the president of the 
Judicial Council and Court of 
Cassation, Taher Mkmat, tire 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, Held Marshal Abdul 
Hafez Mira’i Kaabneh. Royal 
Court Chief Jawad Anarri, the 
director of the General Intelli- 
gence Department, Major Gen- 
eral Samih Baftikhi, Public 
Security Department Director 
General Major General 
Nasouh Muheiddm, Chief 
Islamic Justice arid the King's 
adviser for Islamic affairs 
Izzeddin Khatib Tamimi, 
Lower House Speaker Abdul 
Had! Majafi and Jordanian 
Businessmen Association Ptes- 
ident Hamdi Tabba. 


by aO Arab states. 

The Saudi minister attributed 
the delay in ratification to 
“technical reasons and laws of 

s nmft A rah srams” 

The secretary general of the 
Council Ahmad Salem, 
denied that the delay was due 
“reservations” by some Arab 
states to the strategic accord. 

“All Arab states are support- 
ing the agreement. There is a 
consensus among Arab coun- 
tries to uproot this phenome- 
non from our region,’’ Salem 
told the press following the 
conference. 

(Continued on page 2) 


By Caroline Faraj 

AMMAN — A Jordanian 
diplomat will leave for Kuwait 
today to prepare lor the reopen- 
ing of the Jordanian embassy 
there next week. 

Foreign Minister Abdul Hah 
Khatib is to visit Kuwait next 
Saturday at the inviiaiion of his 
Kuwaiti counterpart Sheikh 
Sabah A1 Ahmad AI Sabah, an 
official tokl the Jordan Times 
yesterday. 

NabD Talhouni, the last 
ambassador to the Gulf emi- 
rate. is scheduled to leave for 
Kuwait today in order to pre- 
pare for the reopening of the 
embassy there, exposed to 
take place during Khatib's visit 

The reopening of the 
embassy will put an end to a rift 
in diplomatic relations snra 
ties were strained following 
Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait in 
1990. 

Khatib was quoted as saying 
that the decision for reopening 
the embassy, “which si gnals 
the strong ties between the two 
brotherly countries,” came after 
a meeting here between HRH 
Crown Prince Abdullah, the 
Regent, and Kuwaiti Interior 
Minister Sheikh Mohammad 
AlKhahdAl Sabah. 

The move appears to be the 
latest in a series of gestures of 
support for the new bear to the 
Throoe from Guff states. 

Crown Prince Abdullah, 37, 
is known to have dose ties with 
young members of the ruling 
femffiesintheGulf Hemadea 


tour of several Gulf countries, 
except Kuwait last October ■ 

Earlier, Khatib told the Jor- 
dan Tiroes that during his visit 
to Kuwait “we will be dis- 
cussing afl files related to our 
brotherly relations, and ways 
and means of improving them 
for the benefit of our peoples.” 

Meanwhile, the families of 
eight Jordanian prisoners in 
Kuwait have been urging the 
two governments to focus on 
their release. 

During the last few years, the 
Kuwaiti government has 
released a number Jordanian 
prisoners. 

However, diplomatic sources 
at the Kuwaiti embassy in 
Amman said they expected 
that Kuwait will release the 
remaining prisoners on 
Kuwait's National Day, which 
falls on Feb. 25. 

Talhouni, 55, is the head of 
the Economics Department at 
the Foreign Ministry. He for- 
merly served as Jordan’s 
ambassador to Kuwait until the 
embassy was dosed at the end 
of the Iraqi occupation. 

During the Gulf crisis, 
Kuwait downgraded ties with 
Jordan after it accused Amman 
of supporting Iraq. But rela- 
tions between Amman and 
Kuwait began to thaw in late 
1995 when Jordan began to 
distance itself from Baghdad, 
calling cm Iraq to implement 
UN. Security Council resolu- 
tions. 


Arab interior ministers condemn ‘all forms’ of terrorism 


U.S. warplanes attack six sites 


Agencies 

U.S. PLANES flying from a base in 
southern Turkey attacked six air 
defence sites in northern Iraq on Sat- 
urday. the U.S. Air Fcrce said 
The air strikes, which marked an 
escalation of attacks in the no-fly 
zone, began around 3 pjn. Iraqi time 
( 1200 GMT) after Iraqi radar target- 
ed the U.S. aircraft, according to 
statements from a joint Turidsh-US. 
airbase ar Inciriik, southern Turkey. 

“Coalition aircraft were targeted by 
Iraqi radars near Mosul while con- 
ducting routine enforcement of the 
northern no-fly zone," the base said. 


The aircraft acting in self-defence, 
launched strikes on a radar site and 
its missile launchers, four anti-air- 
craft missile sites and a surface-to-air 
missile site in the Mosul area. 

Damage to Iraqi forces was being 
assessed, the base said- 
American and British warplanes 
have enforced the no-fly zone noth 
of fee 36th Parallel since the 1991 
Gitf War ro protect the Kurdish pop- 
ulation there from attack by Iraqi 
government faces. 

U.S. aircraft have launched a series 
of air strikes on Iraqi air defences in 
northern and southern Iraq in recent 
weeks. 


An Iraqi military statement said 
Saturdays attacks had been carried 
out with 17 missiles or bombs. 

A spokesman told the Iraqi News 
Agency that 12 formations of war- 
planes had entered Iraq from Turkey 
backed by an AWACS radar plane. 

He said that allied fighter planes 
had also been in action in the south- 
ern no-fly zone after taking off from 
bases in Saudi Arabia and Kuwait 
He said that these had comprised 
14 formations of warplanes, again 
with AWACS radar backing. 

Those from Kuwait carried out 16 
sorties and those from Saudi Arabia 
20 sorties, he said, without giving 



in northern no-fly zone in Iraq 


more details of their actions. 

The hostile planes fled back to the 
evil dens they came from,” the 
spokesman said. 

Iraq said on Saturday it had 
defused an unexploded cruise missile 
fired by U.S. planes at its oortbem 
oil-rich city of Kirkuk. 

The Inciriik base was briefly put on 
a state of alert on Thursday an fears 
of an Iraqi missile alack, which 
proved to be unfounded. Earlier in 
January the United States moved a 
battery of Patriot missiles to Inciriik 
ar Turkey's request. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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2 Home & Middle East News 

‘Alleged Tunisian associate of 
Ben Laden held in Pakistan’ 


Jordan Tunes, Sunday, January 31, 199$ 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 
Pakistani authorities have 
arrested a Tunisian nation- 
al suspected of being a 
close associate of Saudi 
dissident Osama Ben 
Laden, a newspaper report- 
ed Saturday. 

Quoting official sources. 
Dawn newspaper from 
Karachi said a team of 
security agencies including 
the Inter-Services Intelli- 
gence iISI.i had been 
formed to interrogate the 
Tunisian, identified as AI 
Babour Habib. 


Babour was arrested at 
the Karachi airport as he 
arrived from London via 
Kuwait, the report said, 
adding the suspect planned 
to travel to Afghanistan to 
meet Ben Laden. 

He presented at immigra- 
tion a fake French passport 
bearing the name 
Mustapha Chemli. but doc- 
uments and hand-written 
letters in Arabic found in 
his luggage disclosed his 
real name, according to the 
report. 

Ben Laden has been 


indicted in the United 
States for allegedly mas- 
terminding last year's twin 
bombings in Tanzania and 
Kenya that killed more 
than 200 people. 

Afghanistan's ruling 
Taleban militia has reject- 
ed the allegations against 
their “guest” and refused 
to expel him. 

In August the United 
States launched cruise mis- 
sile attacks on alleged 
training camps of Ben 
Laden in Afghanistan. 


Iranian president set to 
visit Germany — report 


BONN (AFP) — German 
Chancellor Gerhard 

Schroeder is “delighted” at 
a planned visit by Iranian 
President Mohammad 
Khatami, spokesman Bodo 
Hombach was quoted Sat- 
urday as saying. 

Chancellery Minister 
Hombach is set to travel to 
Tehran next week when he 
will hand over an invitation 
from Schroeder for Khata- 
mi to visit Germany in the 
spring, the daily Die Welt 
reported. 

Khatami's European trip 
is also expected to take in 
Italy and France. 

While in Tehran, Hom- 
bach will seek to improve 


economic and cultural ties, 
as well as pave the way for 
a Khatami visit, the paper 
said. 

However the minister 
would not confirm that the 
Iranian president would 
receive a formal invitation. 

.Another point of concern 
for Germany, and Hom- 
bach. is the case of Helmut 
Hofer, German business- 
man who faces the death 
penalty in Iran. 

Hofer was sentenced to 
death early last year for 
having an affair with a 
Muslim woman, not per- 
mitted under the laws of 
Iran's Islamic Republic. 

Die Welt saw Hombach's 


visit as a sign that the Hofer 
matter will be happily 
resolved. 

Twenty years after the 
Islamic revolution. Iran has 
toned down its harsh 
rhetoric and shifted its goal 
from exporting its radical 
ideology to seeking more 
normal relations with the 
rest of the Muslim World. 

It was not until Khatami's 
election in May 1997 that 
Iran managed to charm the 
outside world with his 
detente policies, trying to 
reintegrate the country into 
the world community. 


American public supports 
Palestinian state — poll 


AMMAN (J.T.) — By a 
margin of more than two to 
one. American voters over- 
whelmingly support U.S. 
recognition of Palestinian 
statehood, according to a 
poll commissioned by the 
.Arab American Institute 
(AAJ) and conducted by 
Zogby International of 
l r tica_ New York, an AAI 
statement said. 

The Jan. 2S poll surveyed 
1,011 likely voters. When 
asked the question. “If the 
Palestinians declare an 
independent state, should 
the United States recognise 
it or not,” 54.5 per cent said 
that the United States 
should recognise a Palestin- 
ian state, while only 21.2 
per cent said the United 
States should not. and 24.3 
per cent were not sure. The 
poll margin of error is +/- 
3.2 per cent. 

While Americans support 
a Palestinian state by a 
huge margin, some con- 


gressional leaders continue 
to propose legislation 
opposing Palestinian self- 
determination. the state- 
ment said. 

The proposed resolution 
circulated by Matt Salmon 
(R-AZ) and Eliot Engel CO- 
NY) calls on the Clinton 
administration to unequivo- 
cally assert U.S. opposition 
to the unilateral declaration 
of a Palestinian state. 

Because the Palestinians 
have indicated that they 
would only make their dec- 
laration of statehood when 
the Oslo process expired, 
such language is uncalled- 
for, one-sided and in direct 
opposition to agreements 
brokered and signed by the 
United States. Congres- 
sional language that pres- 
sures one party or unilater- 
ally adds new conditions to 
negotiated agreements only 
undercuts the administra- 
tion authority ro conduct 
foreign policy and its role 


as honest broker. 

Not only do Congress 
actions hamper the peace 
process, they fly in the face 
of U.S. public opinion. 
AAI President James J. 
Zogby stated. Instead of 
trying to add new condi- 
tions to U.S. brokered 
agreements. Congress 
should support the adminis- 
tration position that all par- 
ties implement their obliga- 
tions to the Wye and Oslo 
agreements so that this 
peace process can be con- 
cluded by May 4. 1999. 
Instead of taking one side 
and applying pressure only 
to the Palestinians, Con- 
gress should listen to the 
views of their constituents 
who overwhelmingly sup- 
port a fair and just solution 
to the Middle East peace 
process which includes 
security for Israel and a 
Palestinian state, Zogby 
added. 








Two masked members of the Hamas sham the way Palestinian policemen treat their prisoners on Saturday 
during a demonstration in the West Bank town of Nablus, to protest against the detention of Hamas members 
in Palestinian-controlled jails (AFP photo) 

Arab interior ministers condemn ‘all forms’ of terrorism 


(Continued from page 1) 

“There is no reservation from 
any member to any article of the 
agreement, and the ratification 
of the treaty is nothing but a 
matter of time,” he said 
He said a draft plan that 
would govern the extradition of 
criminal suspects among Arab 
stales is under study by member 
states of the council, 

“The final draft has not been 
finalised It is a maner of time 
before we come up with the 
plan, which is aimed at prevent- 
ing evU elements from travel- 
ling among .Arab states and tak- 
ing shelter in these countries,” 
Salem told reporters. 


“We are keen on extraditing 
criminals and on strengthening 
control measures on our borders 
in order to stem the illegal traf- 
ficking of weapons, ammuni- 
tion and explosives that could 
be used for terrorist acts.” he 
added 

Responding to whether or not 
the Arab ministers discussed 
complaints by some Arab coun- 
tries that neighbouring states are 
facilitating the smuggling of 
weapons and ammunition 
through their territories, Salem 
stressed ‘There is a seriousness 
on the part of the Arab minis- 
ters, without exception, to fight 
this phenomenon." 

“All members are concerned 


for die security and stability of 
Arab states because the intanai 

security of any member state is 

part of the overall .Arab securi- 
ty "he said 

The final communique also 
urged .Arab states to extend all 
facilities to Arab citizens wish- 
ing to obtain visas to travel 
among Arab countries. 

The conference also 
approved a memorandum of 
unders tanding k> intensify 
cooperation between the coun- 
cil and the Ottawa-based Inter- 
national Criminal Police Organ- 
isation (Interpol). 

The communique also called 
for extending assistance to the 
Palestinian National Authority 


police and endorsed several 
other agreements related to ter- 
rorism. drug trafficking and 
security cooperation .among 
member states. 

.Also Saaaday. Prince Abdul- 
lah met with several of the Arab 
interior ministers, who 
expressed their appreciation to 
the Kingdom fix - hosting the 
conference. 

Among those who met the 
Crown Prince were: Hussein 
Mohammad Hath of Yemen, 
Mo hammad Ben Khah’fa h of 
Bahrain, Idrees Basri of Moroc- 
co, Mohammad Badi of the 
UAE. Sheikh Mohammad 
KhaiidAl Sabah of Kuwait and 
Abdul Malik Salal of Algeria. 


U.S. planes attack six sites in northern Iraq 


(Continued from page 1) 

In the first of Saturday’s 
attacks, a U.S. Air Force F- 
15E Strike Eagle launched 
an AGM-130 "missile at a 
radar site. Two F-15Es 
dropped two laser-guided 
bombs on missile launchers 
at the same radar site. 

Shortly after 3 p.m. Iraqi 


time, a group of F- 15E Strike 
Eagles dropped two bombs 
on an Iraqi surface-to-air 
missile site after being target- 
ed Near the same time, F- 
15Es dropped two more on 
an anti-aircraft artillery sys- 
tem and associated radar. 

Turkey backs the Northern 
Watch operation enforcing 
the no-fly zone, but Turkish 


officials have expressed con- 
cern about the rising level of 
conflict. 

A Turkish newspaper on 
Saturday quoted President 
Suleyman Demirel as saying 
he had warned U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton against the 
consequences of his adminis- 
tration's plans to support 
Iraqi opposition groups in a 


bid to overthrow President 
Saddam Hussein, drawing a 
parallel with the Vietnam 
war. 

“Let me tell you one thing 
— this business resembles 
Vietnam. I said this to Presi- 
dent Bush and I said it to 
Clinton,” Demirel was quot- 
ed as telling reporters infor- 
mally at a cocktail party. 
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Iraqi 

papers 

say 

Saudi ' 

too 

weak 

to stop 

U.S. 


BAGHDAD (R) — The 
Iraqi press accused Saudi 
.Arabia on Saturday - of 
being too weak to- stop 
U.S. and British war- 
planes using the kingdom - 
as a launch pad for patrols ’ 
of the no-fly zone in ' 
southern Iraq. 

The government news- 
paper Al Jumhouriya said 
the Saudis had “expressed 
their weakness and do nbt 
have the political wifi? to 
prevent Washington and 
London from using fees 
air bases. "J 

“We are surprised-^ at 
what a Saudi sourcehat 
said that his country -was 
not able to prevent so-- 
called international mom-: 
toring of Iraqi airspace,^, 
the official Al Qadissiy*;; 
daily said, quoting a cut 
tune and information min. 
istry spokesman. 'rT- 

“Doesn’t this Saadi 
regime's weakness Stiff . 
loss of will mean that ft % 
in fact under American; 
military occupation?” 
spokesman said. 

Al Qadissiya said Injg- 
should be allowed to*, 
develop its defensive ab3f> 
ities like neighbouring'; 
states. “Those who bav<r 
[political] goals in Iiaqr 
and their supporters have^ 
prevented Iraq importing 
weapons and prevented fti 
improving its convention^; 
al military abilities while L 
Saudi Arabia. Kuwait^ .? 
Iran and Turkey were j 
allowed to do so," the ; 
paper said. 

The Iraqi press and offi- ^ 
cials have launched. : 
scathing attacks on Saudi' 
Arabia and Kuwait in" 
recent weeks for provid-. 
ing logistical support for,- 
U.S.-led bombing raids on : 
Iraq in December. . their 
most severe offensive:" 
since the 1991 Gulf War. r " 

Iraq's parliament on 
Wednesday accused the-- 
Kuwaiti and Saudi gpvzL. 
emments of being agents? 
of the United States and:. 
Britain, and urged Arabs? 
to overthrow the two-: 
regimes. . . 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 4773113-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 

16:10 Cartoon -The Pink Panther 

16:20 The Pumpkin Patch 

1630 Lift Off 

17:00 — Doc.— Survival 

1730 Vid Kids 

18:00 Le Grand Secret 

lifcOO JLe Journal 

19:15 French Programme 

1930 News Headlines 

1935 Comedy - If Not For You 

20:00 French Programme 

2030 Drama — Walker. Texas 
Ranger 

23:15 ..Doc. - Earing and Health 

2130 Behind the Scenes 

22:00 Flews in English 

2230 -.BhrerBlocd 

23:10 Drama — DoogjeHowser 
2339 EndofTX. 


PRAYER TIMES 

05:07 Fajr 

06:26 (Sunrise) Duha 

11-49 -Dhuhr 

14-46 ‘Asr 

17:12 Maghreb 

1S31 ‘Isha 


CHURCHES 

St. Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweffieh, TeL 5920740 
.Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
4632785 

St Joseph Church TeL 4624590 
Terra Sancta Church TeL 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Anglican Church TeL 
462485.V4624S 1 1 . 

St Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 4771751. 

Amman I nte l na t ional Church 
TeL 5865897 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 5688404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman TeL 5811295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints TeL 4654932 
St John the Baptist at De la 
Salle College TeL 5661757 
Church of the Annunciation 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation. Swei- 
Geh TeL 5920146 
The Umate CatboBc Church 
TeL 4624757 

The En gikH - Ijangnagp 

Catholic Parish TeL 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
4892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
462S052 

The Armenian Catholic 

Church TeL 4771331 
The American Orthodox 
Church TeL 477526 1 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 


will prevail with temperatures ris- 
ing slightly and winds southeast- 
erly to southwesterly tight to 
moderate. In Aqaba winds will be 
northerly moderate and seas calm. 


Amman-. .. .04/18 


. ... .m/i 9 




Yesterday's high temperatures: 

Amman 16, Aqaba 

22 Humidi- 

ty readings: Amman 27 per cent. 

Aqaba 19 percent. 


Following are the I 

terr^wratures 

expected today in the following 

areas: 


Ajlotin .— . 

05/13 

Jerash . . . 

07/18 


-.06/17 

Maria ha 

.. . (K/ 1 R 

Para 

06/18 

Dead Sea 

.. 13/25 
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USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY’ 

AMMAN: 

Dt Abbas Al Hakim — 4885446 

Dn Arafat Ashhab 5602507 

Dc Ajman Muhtaseb — 4875748 
Dc Jamal Jbarah 534735 1 


1 


AMMAN: 

Firas Pharmacy 5661912 

AI Sal am Pharmacy 4636730 
Mayadah Pharmacy ....55570(4 
RuknAJDawa Pharmacy 5536169 

IRBID: 

Dr. Mohammad Al Shari' (02)7100588 
Fou'ad Pharmacy .(02)275360 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Khalfl Abu Hussein (09)985001 
Palestine Pharmacy..{09>983562 


EMERGENCIES 


Food Control Centre. 46371 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 5661 1 1 1 
Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

— .4630341 

Civil Defence Ememencv 199' 

Rescue Police- 192, 46211 1 L 4637777 

Fire Brigade .4617101 

Blood Bank. 4775121 

Highway Police..- 5343402 

Traffic Police >4896390 

Public Security Dept—.- 4630321 

Hotel Complaints 5605800 

Price Complaints 5661 176 

Water & Sewerage Complaints 4897467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

.4787111 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) — ... 121 

Overseas Calls .0132 

Central Amman Telephone Repairs 
4613101 

A UJ.i: T.,1 I>— ...Ciljttini 


Jordan Television 4773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 4774111 

Water Authority 5680100 

J. Sectricity Authority .-5815615 

Electric Power Co .463638 1 

RJ Flight In/ormaii on 44-5 3200 

Queen Alia ImL Airport 44-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Tbe Arab Centre for Heart and Spe- 
cial Surgery 5921199 

The Islamic, Abdli ....,.-5666131/7 
Hussein Medical Centre-5856856 

Luzmila 4630195 

Khah'di Maternity. .4644281/6 

AJdleh Maternity 464244 1 12 

Jabal Amman Mhieniity_,-4642362 

Malhas. J. Amman. 4636140 

Palestine, Shmewani .-—5607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 5607431 

Jordan Hospital -5607550 

University Hospital -5353444 

AI-Muaster Hospital 5667227/9 
AI-Ahli, Abdali 5664 1 64/6 
Italian, A^Muhqjreen 4777101/3 

Al-Bashic. 4775111/26 

Army, Marica .489161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 5157100 

Amal Hospital —5607155 

Al Amal Cancer Centre -5353000 

ZARQA: 

Zanqa Govt Hospital 409)983323 
Zanja National HospitaL (09)900560 
Ibn Sira Hospital — (09)986731 
Al Hikrm Modem Hospital 
(09)990990 


IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital .(02)275555 
Roman Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

(02)7101372, (02)7103101 

Rosary Sisters Hospital 

(02)7102831,(02)7102011 

Speciality Hospital (02)7103100 

AQABA: 

FtiocessHaja Hospital <03)20401 ] 1 


FOR THE TRAV FT I .FR 
QUEEN ALIA 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied bv 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport TeL 
f 44)53200-5, where it should 
always be verified Information on 
other flights can be supplied on 
phone 44 (52700). Information on 
Royal Wings flights can be sup- 
plied on phone 4375201-5 


ARRIVALS 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07:35 Bangkok, Doha (RJ) 

0&25 — Bombay (RJ) 

0&35 Jeddah (RJ) 

0850 - — Dhahran, Riyadh (RJ) 

. .... . . d-u-., 


-Dubai Abu Dhabi (RJ) 
— NewYotkAmstadamflU) 

Athens (RJ) 

— -Madrid , Geneva (RJ) 

Paris. Rome (RJ) 

London, Vienna (RJ) 


Other Fli gh ts 

12-50 AdenOY) 

14:35 Istanbul (TK) 

18:00 — Dubai Damascus (EK) 

18:40 Beirut (ME) 

18:45 Kiev (6U) 

19:05 Paris (AF) 

20:25 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

20-40 .CariolMS) 

2225 ...London. Damascus (BA) 

23:35 Amsterdam (KL) 

23:55 Lamaca(CY) 

00:55 Bucharest (RO) 

02JX) -Rome(AZ) 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
07:50 Aqaba (arriving at QAIA) 
(RW) 7 

10130 Tel Aviv (arriving at QAIA ) 
(RW) 

16:00._Aqaba (arriving at Marita 
Airport) (RW) 

17:45 Haifa (arriving at QAIA) 
(RW) 

18:45 Tel Aviv (arriving a QAIA ) 
(RW) 


DEPARTURES I- 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights ^ : 

05:00 Aqaba, Paris (RJ )' 1 

05:20 JEksrut (RIX . 

11:00 Rome, Frankfort (RH i 

11:25 — Tunis, Casablanca GU). , 
11:30 . .Amsterdam, New York 1 RJJ 9 L 

12:15 London (RJ). L 

12:15 Athens (Rffi? - 


—Frankfurt (RJ) 
Vkihh IKJ) 

12:40 

2Sk2S 

— —Aqaba, Vienna (RJ) 

, .—Cairo (RJ) 

20i30 



20-35 . 



20:45 


Aden (TY) 

21:00 

2330 

—Abu Dhabi Dubffl(RJ)^ 
Bangkok (RJ): 


Other Flights -j . . 

07:10 Frankfort (1JH5K : 

13 JO Aden(ttT^ ; 

15:35 Istanbul (DO ' - 

19rt0 Dubai (EE). 

19-40 iGev( 6 U): 

2k00 BeirutlM#' 

21:10 — —Tel Aviv (L3Q ' 7 

21:40 Cairo (MS£ f. 

0035 — .Amsterdam (KCr *- 

01:55 ^Bucharest (RQ)1 

03:00 — Rome (AZ). 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights : - : - 
08:15 Tel Aviv (striving ftcati . /V 
QAIA) (RW) 

0&3Q Aqaba (from Maria Jfc#* 
port) (RW) • ■■ -“jgb 

14l30 11 Haifa (from Matka' j^^ f 
port)(RW) '-3S§- 

16:30 Tel Aviv (from MaricaJfelj? 
portXRW) • - -MKk 
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Home News 


Jordan Hmes, Sunday, January 31,1999 


Brotherhood hails appointment of Crown Prince Abdullah, 
requests meeting to address political, economic issues 


Jordan starts trade talks in Baghdad, 
looks for joint venture opportunities 


AMMAN f'J.T.) — The 
Muslim Brotherhood has 
hailed His Majesty King 
Hussein’s decision to 
appoint HRH Prince 
Abdullah, the Regent, as 
Crown Prince, and reiter- 
ated its allegiance to the 
Hashemite Throne. 

"King Hussein has acted 
within his constitutional 
rights by changing the Line 
of succession to the 
Throne, and we wish 
Crown Prince Abdullah all 
success," Abdul Majeed 
Thneibat, the overall 
leader of the Brotherhood, 
was quoted as saying in 
the Arabic press on Satur- 
day. 

Thneibat, who paid trib- 
ute to HRH Prince Hassan 
for his service to the 
nation during more than 
three decades as Crown 
Prince, said he asked 
Prince Abdullah for a 


meeting when he joined 
the thousands of Jordani- 
ans of all walks of life to 
congratulate the new 
Crown Prince at Raghadan 
Palace on Thursday. 

Prince Abdullah, who 
has represented Jordan 
and the King in many mis- 
sions abroad, especially 
dealing with security and 
military issues, and has 
long served behind the 
scenes, was appointed as 
Crown Prince last week. 

“I hope a meeting can be 
arranged soon, so that we 
can explain our positions 
and give our suggestions," 
Thneibat was quoted as 
saying. 

The Brotherhood 

stressed that neither its 
policies nor its education- 
al, political, and charity 
activities will change. 

The powerful move- 
ment, which was allowed 


to work as a “charitable 
organisation" through the 
1957-1989 martial laws 
and grew deep roots in 
Jordanian social fabric, 
has long campaigned for 
political reforms and 
fiercely opposed the 1994 
peace treaty with Israel. 

“There is a national, 
Islamic need to review the 
country’s policies, espe- 
cially regarding relations 
with other Arab countries 
and the Zionists," 
Thneibat said. 

“While we demand the 
abrogation of the Wadi 
Arabs [peace] treaty [with 
Israel], we also ask the 
government that [the 
treaty] be immediately 
preempted and Zionist 
infil tration be stopped." 

The Brotherhood's 
leader maintained in the 
interview with the Arabic 
press that the peace treaty 


“created imbalance and 
frustration, which was 
manifested in a regression 
of public freedoms, rising 
unemployment, skyrock- 
eting crime, and social, 
media, and moral corrup- 
tion.” 

The Muslim Brother- 
hood reiterated its call for 
a comprehensive review in 
the political and economic 
spheres, emphasising the 
need to reactivate civil 
society institutions and 
enhance their role. 

Thneibat highlighted the 
urgency of enacting a new 
elections law to guarantee 
fair and democratic elec- 
tions and ensure the gov- 
ernment’s neutrality dur- 
ing all phases of the elec- 
toral process. 

The Brotherhood’s 
leader strongly opposed 
the dissolution of the cur- 
rent 13fh Parliament and 


the convening of early 
parliamentary elections — 
an idea recently floated in 
some opposition and gov- 
ernment circles — before 
a more modem and demo- 
cratic electoral law is 
drafted, debated, and 
endorsed. 

“The Islamic movement 
has been targeted," 
Thneibat denounced, 
“with the precise objective 
of reducing its power and 
influence.' 1 

He criticised a new draft 
law dealing with Awqaf, 
which he said “will put all 
the workers of Islam under 
the umbrella of the Awqaf 
Ministry, thus narrowing 
the scope of their activi- 
ties and reducing their 
work within rigid govern- 
ment regulations and 
bureaucracy." 


Jordan’s sound foundations ensure continuity 


By Randa Habib 

Agence France Presse 

AMMAN — Jordan, a coun- 
try inextricably linked to its 
ruler King Hussein, has been 
built on a set of strong yet 
undeveloped institutions 
which experts believe will pro- 
vide a firm base for the post- 
Hussein era 

King Hussein, who has ruled 
Jordan for more than 46 years 
•“has built a real legal state over 
the years, based on a set of 
institutions with cleariy- 
defined functions,'' said a for- 
mer Jordanian official 

“Although these institutions 
have not been hilly developed, 
they should provide a strong 
base for the development of 
Jordan," he said. 

Jordan’s Constitution — 
originally drafted in 1947, one 
year after the country gained 
its independence — grants the 
king extensive powers over 
the government but also pro- 
vides for a clear “distribution 
of power ' rather than absolute 
monarchy. 


The king is charged with hir- 
ing and firing the pr ime minis- 
ter and has to approve his 
choice of minis ters, but the 
Constitution terms him “not 
politically responsible” and 
does not grant him unlimited 
powers. 

In accordance with this prin- 
ciple. Royal Decrees must be 
initialled by the prime minister 
and interior mmisten 

Legislative power is also 
secured by the Constitution in 
a two-chamber parliament 
whose lower bouse has been 
democratically elected since 
regular elections began in 
1989. 

About a third of the 80 elect- 
ed deputies represent the 
opposition, but party politics is 
still relatively unknown in Jor- 
dan and a traditionally pro- 
government parliament has 
consistently foiled to provide 
an independent forum for 
political debate. 

Although Palestinian 
refugees and their progeny 
make up a large proportion of 
the population, it is the large 


‘King Hussein 
has always 
wanted his 
country to 
reach a stage of 
political 
maturity that 
would allow 
him to create a 
constitutional 
monarchy’ 


traditional pro-monarchy east 
Jordanian families who occu- 
py the majority of key posts in 
the country. 

- A member of the king's 
entourage pointed out the 
practical reality of Jordanian 
politics. 

“Unfortunately, although die 
constitution puts a lot of 
weight on the roles of the gov- 
ernment and parliament, they 
have rarely played out then- 
parts to the frill," he said. 

“Prime ministers have gen- 
erally been paralysed, without 
the backing of an independent 
political force ” he said. 

But he said that whereas 
King Hussein's great charisma 
and political acumen have 
caused politicians to bow to 
what they believe to be his 
wiD, Crown Prince Abdullah 
may allow officials to cake 
more initiatives when he 
becomes king. 

“King Hussein has always 
wanted his country to reach a 
stage of political maturity that 
would allow him to create a 
constitutional monarchy after 


tire example of Great Britain” 
where the monarch has a 
mainly symbolic role, he said. 

The army is also controlled 
by the monarch who serves as 
supreme commander and 
appoints loyal soldiers to all 
the top ranks. The armed 
forces however, are not 
allowed to vote in 
elections. The judiciary, mean- 
while, has proved its indepen- 
dence in recent years, with 
several supreme court rulings 
overturning government deci- 
sions such as a restrictive 
ammendment to the press law 
last year. 

Tn times of crisis, the state’s 
institutions work together with 
the prime objective of securing 
tiie country’s stability," former 
prime minister Taber Masri 
told AFP. 

This was the case during the 
King’s recent six month 
absence for cancer treatment 
in the United States, Masri 
said, and is expected to be the 
case in the future. 


What’s Going On 

Films 

• “Le Boucher" at the French Cultural Centre, Jabal Weibdeh on Monday Feb. 1 at 
6:30 p.m. and 8:30 pan. 

• ‘The Godfather” (pLUj at Books© Cafe, Jabal Amman at 8 JO p.m. (Tel. 4650458.). (Part 
HQ will be screened on Monday Feb. 1 at 8:30 pmj 

Lecture 

’ • “The Educational Status and the Future Challenges" (in Arabic) by Minister of Education 
Dr. Fawzi Gharaibeh at Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation, Jabal Amman on Monday Feb. 1 at 
6:30 p.m. 

Exhibitions 

• “Winter 1998" exhibition at the Arts Centre, Shmeisam (TeL 5529610), until Feb. 14 

• Works by Mohammad A1 Saifi at Books@CafS, Jabal Amman, until Feb. 13 (TeL 
4650457;. 

• “The Warm Winter" — works by several artists at Orfali Art Gallery, Um Uthaina (Tel. 
5526932). until Feb. 1. 

• The Tenth Anniversary Exhibition of Contemporary Arab Artists at Darat Al Frinun, Jabal 
Weibdeh (Tel. 4643251/2), until Feb. 25. 


King congratulates JTV 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein, 
currently undergoing 
chemotherapy at Mayo 
Clinic in the U.S., 
phoned Jordan Televi- 
sion to express apprecia- 
tion of its Sports Maga- 
zine programme, wish- 
ing the programme con- 
tinued success. 

The King, who follows 
the Sports Magazine on 
JTV, Friday afternoon 
voiced satisfaction with 
its programmes which 
featured the contribu- 
tions of HRH Crown 
Prince Abdullah, the 


Regent, to sports and 
athletic events in the 
Kingdom and presented 
prominent sport events 
at local, regional and 
international levels. 

Prince Abdullah is 
chairing a special com- 
mittee supervising the 
preparations for the 9th 
Arab Games due to be 
held in Amman this sum- 
mer. 

The King wished Jor- 
danian athletes success 
in their endeavours and 
further efforts towards 
improvements and 

achievements. 


BAGHDAD — A Jordan- 
ian delegation started talks 
in Baghdad on Saturday 
on boosting trade between 
the two neighbouring 
countries. 

“Iraq endeavours to 
expand and develop fields 
of economic and trade 
cooperation with Jordan,” 
the Iraqi News Agency 
(IN A) quoted Iraqi Trade 
Minister Mohammad 
Mehdi Saleh as saying in 
the meeting with the Jor- 
danian team. 

Undersecretary of the 
Ministry of Industry and 
Trade Mohammad Halaiqa 
said his delegation would 


discuss how to encourage 
the establishment of joint 
companies and expand 
exports, INA said. 

Iraq and Jordan agreed 
last year to build a $350- 
million, 750-kms oil 
pipeline linking the Iraqi 
pumping station in 
Haditha northwest of 
Baghdad to Jordan’s Zarqa 
oil refinery northeast of 

Amman. 

INA quoted Saleh as say- 
ing Iraq wanted coopera- 
tion to go beyond agree- 
ments made so far. 

Since the Gulf War over 
Kuwait, Iraq has been 
exporting more than 


75,000 banels of Oil per 
day to Jordan, part of 
which -is charged at market 
prices and the rest at 
undisclosed softer terms. 

Jordan’s oil purchases 
from Iraq are exempted 
from U.N. sanctions which 
ban Baghdad from export- 
ing oil as punishment for 
its 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. The United 
Nations has allowed Iraq 
since December 1996 to 
sell limited quantities of 
oil to buy food and medi- 
cine for Iraqis. 


10,000 fans pack the hall 
to see Fairouz live 


By Susan Resheq 

AMMAN — More than 
10,000 fans of Lebanon's 
diva Fairouz, including 
many Israeli Arabs, 

flocked to her first two 
performances in Amman 

in 16 years, organisers said 
on Saturday. 

The crowd. which 

jammed the legendary 
singer's concerts at a new 
multi-purpose sports and 
cultural centre at Amman 
Private University on both 
Thursday and Friday 

night, also included HRH 
Prince Firas, Prime Minis- 
ter Fayez Tarawneh and 
other top officials and 
politicians. 

“My dream to hear and 
to see Fairouz is finally 
fulfilled.” said Yaser 
Sabha, an Israeli Arab who 
crossed the border from 
the Mediterranean city of 
Haifa with a group of 100 
friends to attend the con- 
cert 

“She is one of the few 
remaining legendary Arab 
singers and I am happy I- 
had the chance to see her 
perform live after having 
bought and played each 
taped cassette since she 
began her career,” said his 
wife Salma, whose hands 
were swaying to the tunes 
played by her veteran band 
of musicians. 

“This is real classy Ara- 
bic music... just listen to 
the words of her songs and 
to the composition of the 
music,” she told the Jor- 
dan Times. “It compares to 
nothing made by today’s 
novice and commercial 
singers.” 

Seven local tour opera- 
tors managed to attract 
over 3,000 Israeli Arabs 
wbo live in what was once- 
British-mandated Pales- 
tine — a feat made possi- 
ble by Jordan’s 1994 peace 
treaty with Israel. 

With the ' exception of 
Jordan and Egypt, which 


also signed a peace deal 
with Israel in 1979, 
Israelis, including Israeli 
Arabs, are still barred 
from visiting most Middle 
East countries. 

“Because of these peace 
agreement, we are no more 
cut off from our A*. .b cul- 
ture and heritage and we 
are able to visit our fami- 
lies and friends in Jordan 
who we were unable to see 
or meet before 1994.” said 
Salim Azar. from 
Nazareth. 

Organisers said they 
managed to cover the 
expenses of hosting 
Fairouz and her over 65- 
member entourage of 
musicians, dancers, tech- 
nicians, choir and body- 
guards and to “turn a prof- 
it." 

But organisers failed to 
disclose any specific 
details. 

Fans had to dig deep into 
their pockets to attend the 
event: First class tickets 
soldTorJDlOO and second 
and third class for JD75 
ancFJBSQ respectively. 

But many said it was 
worth it 

T would pay anything to 
hear her," said bread 
Saiameh from the northern 
town of Acre, Israel, 
famed for its Islamic 
fortress. 

Fairouz’s fans appeared 
unable to control their 
emotions during most of 
her two-hour long perfor- 
mances, especially when 
she sang her famous 
Zahrat Al Mada’en (the 
Rower of AU Cities) 
which she dedicated to 
Jerusalem after it was 
occupied by Israel in the 
1967 Middle East war. 

Many lit candles and 
took pictures of Fairouz 
from cameras they were 
hiding in their pockets in 
defiance of strict orders 
from organisers. i other 

member of the crowd 
raised and waved the 


Palestinian flag. 

Over 100 Israeli Arabs 
rushed to Fairouz’s sister, 
Huda — who sat amidst 
the crowd — to shake 
hands with her or seek her 
autograph. 

Organisers rejected com- 
plaints made by many 
members of the audience 
who had to scramble to get 
in through crowded gates 
and then to dissuade peo- 
ple to move from seats 
originally allocated to 
them. 

“This is not true.” said 
Jamal Miri, the universi- 
ty’s marketing manager 
when asked about popular 
complaints over unprofes- 
sional organisation and 
lack of order. 

“Fairouz and her manag- 
er even indicated that 
these two conceits were 
among the best ever in 
terms of organisation and 
interaction between the 
singer and the crowd,” he 
told the Jordan Tunes. 

They also had to wait 
longer than an hour until 
Fairouz was able to start 
the show, during which 
she appeared in five differ- 
ent long elegant robes with 
matching hair styles. 

The Fairouz concerts, 
timed to coincide with His 
Majesty King Hussein’s 
brief return to Jordan last 
week after receiving six 
months of chemotherapy 
treatment in a U.S. clinic, 
are part of a year-long plan 
of activities at the Arena 
Hall, among the most 
advanced sports facility in 
the region. 

Fairouz left Amman on 
Saturday with the Al Hus- 
sein medal, bestowed on 
her by King Hussein, for 
distinguished performance 
and appreciation of her 
efforts to upgrade Arab 
arts. His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Abdullah 
presenter her with the 
medal. 


UNMAS endorses Jordan’s demining efforts 

‘We think that the standards maintained by the Royal Corps of Engineers here are exceptional’ — Fowler 


By Hind-Lara Mango 

AMMAN — The United 
Nations Mine Action Ser- 
vice (UNMAS) concluded 
a one-week fact-finding 
mission in Jordan Satur- 
day to assess humanitarian 
and socio-economic 
threats posed by the coun- 
try’s estimated 216,000 
landmines. 

“In our appraisal we 
gave priority to the socio- 
economic impact of land- 
mines [in Jordan] as they 
directly affect the coun- 
try's agriculture and 
tourism industries, which 
are two main currency 
generators for the econo- 
my." said Mary Fowler, 
UNMAS Deputy Chief 
and Policy Adviser. 

The five-member 

UNMAS team represents 
a spectrum of U.N. orga- 
nizations including the 
World Health Organiza- 
tion (WHO), the United 
Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP), and 
the United Nations Chil- 
dren Fund (UNICEF). 

“The issue of landmines 


is multi-faced and has 
implications concerning 
health, development, 
economy, and so forth," 
said Jorgen Lissner, 
UNDP resident coordina- 
tor in Amman. “This is 
why this mission is com- 
posed of a wide range of 
representatives." 

At a press conference 
Saturday, the U.N. team 
said that during their visits 
with officials, they found 
that Jordan is “taking 
demining very seriously 
and was working hard to 
clear the Jordan Valley of 
these deadly weapons." 

The team praised Her 
Majesty Queen Noor's 
efforts and her commit- 
ment to the landmine 
issue. 

“Less attention is paid to 
these weapons of mass 
destruction ... these indis- 
criminate killers consti- 
tute one of the greatest 
pubic health hazards of 
the late twentieth century, 
a modem man-made epi- 
demic,” the Queen said 
during the first Middle 
East Conference on Land- 


mine Injury and Rehabili- 
tation which was hosted in 
Jordan in July. During the 
conference, Queen Noor 
announced that Jordan 
would become a signatory 
of the Ottawa Treaty that 
bans the use, manufacture, 
stockpiling and sale of 
anti-personnel mines and 
demands their destruction. 
Jordan signed the conven- 
tion in November, and 
UNMAS commended Jor- 
dan’s ratification of the 
convention. 

Under the provisions of 
the Mine Ban Treaty, Jor- 
dan has 180 days to com- 
pile a report for the United 
Nations secretary general 
that includes information 
on its national implemen- 
tation of demining mea- 
sures, the total number of 
all stockpiled AP mines 
and their location. 

The first meeting of 
States Parties is to take 
place in May in Mozam- 
bique. 

Since January, 60 coun- 
tries, out of 185 member 
states have ratified the 


“This is the fastest entry 
into force of any treaty in 
history and it reflects how 
governments and civil 
society have come togeth- 
er to support this," Fowler 
said. 

The demining pro- 
gramme in the Jordan Val- 
ley has cleared 146 mine- 
fields, freeing up 3,100 
acres of land for cultiva- 
tion, mineral excavation 
and tourism. Military offi- 
cials say the landmines 
were planted during the 
Arab-Israeli wars and are 
found along Jordan’s bor- 
ders with Syria and Israel. 

Most are located in high- 
ly fertile agricultural land; 
the threat they pose has 
rendered the land useless 
by the threat of these 
mines. 

Bethany, the Baptism 
site of Christ, currently 
being prepared for the 
arrival of thousands of 
tourisrs at the turn of the 
century, has also been 
cleared of mines. 

Walid Hayek had 1,200 
dunums of fruit trees in 
the Jordan Valley. In 1975 


he unknowingly sti iped 
on a landmine that blew 
off his left foot 

“I had no idea that my 
land had been planted 
with landmines,” he told 
the Jordan Times. 

Hayek cannot cultivate 
his land, and today is 
waiting patiently for the 
military to step in to clear 
bis land. 

Since 1948. approxi- 
mately 400 people in Jor- 
dan have fallen victim to 
landmines; 88 have died. 

The Royal Corps of 
Engineers has set the year 
2000 as the year the Jor- 
dan Valley will be land- 
mine free. 

“I don’t think the num- 
ber of mines is relevant, 
but rather where the mines 
are located,” said Fowler 
to the Jordan Times. 

She added that even 
though minefields in Jor- 
dan are quite clearly 
defined and the location of 
landmines is well-known, 
mines are situated in areas 
where the population 
tends to go. 

Ibrahim Waradat was ten 


years old when he fell vic- 
itm to a deadly mine while 
playing in his home town 
of Ramtha, near the Jor- 
danian-Syrian border. 
Child’s curiosity drove 
him to pick up a round 
metal “box.” 

“I tried hard to open it, 
but when it wouldn’t I bit 
it with a rock. It explod- 
ed,” said the 12-year-old 
boy. Ibrahim lost his left 
band, four of his right fin- 
gers, his left eye and part 
of his vision in his right 
eye. 

Tehnaz Dastoor, 

UNICEF l andmin e focal 
point coordinator and part 
of the UNMAS mission, 
said more emphasis 
should be given to pro- 
moting landmine aware- 
ness in mined areas. 

“As landmines in Jordan 
are not scattered, and their 
location is known,” she 
said, “we believe that 
landmine awareness 
should be in areas infested 
with mines and should tar- 
get that particular popula- 
tion." 

Landmines in Jordan 


sometimes are transferred 
to populated areas by 
floods, by animals, such 
as foxes, that dig up mines 

and carry them to other 
areas, or by children or 
adults who remove signs 
delineating mine fields. 

“Accidents occur when 
people are not informed 
about mines and don’t 
know that certain areas are 
a liability, and when chil- 
dren unlmowingly pick 
landmines up and start 
playing with them,” said 
Dastoor. 

“We think that the stan- 
dards maintained by the 
Royal Corps of Engineers 
here are exceptional.” 
added Fowler. “The fact 
that they aim for 100 per 
cent clearance is quite 
extraordinary." 

She recommended that 
Jordan’s professional 
capacity in mine clearance 
be used to assist neigh- 
bouring countries. 

The cost of clearing a 
three-dollar AP mine can 
reach SI, 200. Internation- 
al figures indicate that one 
person falls victim to AP 


mines every 20 minutes. 

Jordan receives techni- 
cal and financial assis- 
tance in sweeping its 
mines from countries such 
as the United States, 
Canada, Germany and 
Norway. 

“We will be speaking to 
donors. We have already 
spoken to some of them 
here, but we also will try 
to encourage bilateral 
assistance in the way of 
equipment," Fowler said. 

Based on this visit, 
UNMAS will compile a 
report with recommenda- 
tions for the implementa- 
tion of demining pro- 
grammes in Jordan-, a copy 
of which will to be for- 
warded to ihe Mine Action 
Support Group. 

“They are donors and we 
will make sure that they 
are aware of our findings 
and recommendations,” 
Fowler said. 

Recommendatio ns enc- 
ompass an assessment and 
observations of the land- 
mine situation here, 
Fowler said. 
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4 World News 

Indian PM fasts, 
calls for tolerance 


NEW DELHI. India »APi 
— Indian Prime Minister 
Alai Bihari Vajpayee under- 
lined his calls for religious 
Tolerance with a Gandhian 
lactic — a protest fast — 
Saturday the 51st anniver- 
sary of the death of 
Mohandas "Mahatma" 
Gandhi. 

Vajpayee's televised 
address to the nation 
Saturday focused on attacks 
on Christians in India, 
including an Australian 
missionary and his two sons 
who were burned to death. 
The attacks have been 
blamed on fundamentalist 
groups linked to Vajpayee's 
Bharatiya Janata Pam . 

"Such violence violates 
the country’s tradition and 
culture of tolerance.” 
Vajpayee said. "Let no one 
be under any illusion: the 
laws of our land are clear, 
and they will be enforced — 
without exception and to 
the fullest degree — to pun- 
ish those who violate this 
sacred guarantee." Vajpayee 
said the anniversary of 
Gandhi's death, a national 
holiday in India, was this 
year being observed 
"against an unhappy back- 
drop of sectarian violence. 
The nation cannot but be 
sad. We cannot but grieve." 

His fast, he said, was 
undertaken in the spirit of 
“atonement and introspec- 
tion." But Vajpayee's ges- 
ture was met with some 
scepticism, with The Times 
of India calling it “fast as 
farce" in an editorial 
Saturday. 

“A genuinely stricken 
prime minister would sim- 
ply resign from office, own- 
ing responsibility for all 
that has happened in recent 
months to tarnish the coun- 
try's image,” the Times 
said. 

Vajpayee has been lashed 
by both allies and oppo- 
nents over his handling of 
the religious attacks, but his 
1 0-month-old government 


does not appear in immedi- 
ate danger of falling. 

Saturday. BJP member 
Madan LaJ Khurana 
resigned as the cabinet min- 
ister for parliamentary' 
affairs and tourism after 
being rebuffed by party 
hard-liners for his public 
criticism of the government. 

Opposition Congress 
party president Sonia 
Gandhi said in a speech 
Saturday that Indian values 
have been threatened since 
parties "inimical to secular- 
ism" came to power. 

“There has not only been 
negligence in enforcing the 
law. "there has been collu- 
sion and sympathy with the 
dark forces." Press Trust of 
India quoted the Congress 
leader as saying. Sonia 
Gandhi is not related to 
Mohandas Gandhi. 

A group of writers, artists 
and opposition politicians 
who organised a peace 
march in the capital 
Saturday accused Vajpayee, 
considered a moderate 
within the BJP. of doing lit- 
tle to rein in more radical 
elements. 

"It is this climate of hate 
and intolerance ... that led to 
the assassination of 
Mahatma Gandhi." the 
march organisers said in a 
statement 

Some 10.000 people 
joined the peaceful march 
in downtown New Delhi, 
singing "We Shall 
Overcome" and waving 
banners with slogans 
against hatred. 

Gandhi, known as the 
“mahatma" — or “great 
soul” — was shot and lolled 
Jan. 30. 1948, by a Hindu 
nationalist enraged by 
Gandhi's attempts to repair 
Hindu-Muslim relations 
following the division of 
the former British colony 
into the. independent nations 
of India and Pakistan in 
1947. 

Muslim leaders had 
demanded the creation of 


Pakistan, saying they would 
be discriminated against in 
overwhelmingly Hindu 
India. But many Muslims 
stayed in India at partition 
and now form the largest of 
the country’s religious 
minorities. 

Gandhi, a Hindu, often 
fasted to protest the reli- 
gious riots that erupted in 
the tense days before parti- 
tion. 

“I do not expect the India 
of my dream to develop one 
religion, i.e.. to be wholly 
Hindu or wholly Christian 
or wholly Muslim." Gandhi 
once wrote . “Ska £. w ant irto 
be wholly tolerant, with its 
religions working side by 
side with one another." 

Muslims and Christians 
marched together in New 
Delhi Friday, saying both 
groups were threatened by 
the rise of Hindu national- 
ists. 

Christian groups have 
counted some 100 attacks 
ranging from the rape of 
nuns to the burning of 
Bibles in the last year, say- 
ing militant Hindus were 
emboldened when a BJP- 
led coalition government 
took power in March. The 
first fatal attacks came last 
week, when an Australian 
missionary and his two 
young sons were burned to 
death by a mob shouting 
Hindu nationalist slogans in 
a remote southeastern vil- 
lage. 

Hindu fundamentalist 
leaders have denied 
involvement in the vio- 
lence, but insist it be seen in 
the context of what they call 
the “cultural violence” of 
Christian conversions. 

The fundamentalists say 
Hinduism’s influence on 
Indian life could be diluted 
by conversions, though 
Christians have never been 
more than about 2 per cent 
of the country's population, 
which is nearing 1 billion. 
Muslims are about 12 per 
cent. 


Macedonia seeks to ease 
dispute over ties with Taiwan 


TAIPEI. Taiwan <AP) — 
Macedonia's premier 
appealed to China for 
understanding, saying the 
Balkan nation set up diplo- 
matic ties with Taiwan to 
help resolve its economic 
woes, a newspaper reported 
Saturday. 

The United Evening 

News quoted Ljupco 

Georgievski as saying in a 
telephone interview that he 
hopes China w’iii under- 
stand the country must 
address its economic prob- 
lems. 

But he insisted the move 
to set up ties with Taiwan 
was constitutional. He said 
he hoped it would not force 
Macedonia to sever its ties 
with China. 

Macedonia's President 
Kira Gligorov. who was not 
consulted about the deci- 
sion to set up official ties 
with Taiwan. Friday criti- 
cised his government's 
move as an “irresponsible 
and shameful” act that 
would jeopardise the coun- 
try's international position 
and its relationship with 
China. 

Gligorov’s political allies, 
the former communists, 
lost control of parliament in 
November and as a result 
he has little influence on 
the country's policymak- 


Meanwhile. Taiwanese 
Foreign Minister Jason Hu 
said he hopes Macedonia's 
government can work out 
the dispute by itself. 

Hu rebuffed accusations 
that Taiwan has used cash 
incentives to snag diplo- 
matic relations with 
Macedonia. Taiwan does 
not engage in “dollar diplo- 
macy," Hu said. 

“Of course we take 
investment remuneration 
into consideration. ... we 
know that ties formed by 
money alone cannot last 
long,” Hu told reporters. 

"We hope they can come 
to an amicable resolution, 
let's allow them to solve 
Cthe dispute). We don't 
want to make things com- 
plicated for them." Hu said. 

Taiwanese officials deny 
having made any concrete 
commitments, but officials 
say Hu will assess possible 
aid projects when he visits 
Macedonia in late February 
at the head of a delegation 
of business leaders. 

Taiwanese business lead- 
ers warn that unfamiiiarity 
with Macedonia and the 
Balkan region, geographic 
distance and a slower econ- 
omy at home make large- 
scale investments in 
Macedonia unlikely. 

Macedonian Foreign 
Minister AJeksandar 


Dimitrov has said Taiwan 
would invest “several hun- 
dred million dollars" in 
Macedonia's economy. 

Establishing ties with 
Macedonia was a diplomat- 
ic coup for Taiwan, which 
has only one other ally in 
Europe, the Vatican. 

China claims Taiwan as a 
breakaway province with 
no right to international 
representation. 

Just 28 countries recog- 
nise Taiwan, most of them 
small, poor nations in Latin 
America and Africa. 

China cuts ties with coun- 
tries that recognise Taiwan, 
and there was speculation 
in the Taiwanese press 
Saturday that Beijing 
would use its permanent 
seat on the United Nations 
Security Council to pres- 
sure Macedonia into dis- 
avowing relations with 
Taiwan. 

China could block sup- 
port for the deployment on 
Macedonian soil of a 
1.800-strong NATO rapid 
reaction force, designed to 
provide assistance to 2.000 
international verifiers mon- 
itoring the situation in 
neighbouring Kosovo. 

Macedonia seceded from 
Yugoslavia in 1991 — the 
only former Yugoslav 
republic to do so without 
bloodshed. 


&..I I 




MEXICO CITY (AP) — 
One week after the stunning 
conviction of a former presi- 
dent's brother in the murder 
of a powerful politician, 
reports that the hitman in the 
case has implicated other 
powerful figures have created 
a new sensation. 

Prosecutors say that con- 
victed gunman Daniel 
Aguilar has in the meantime 
denied to police that he made 
the allegations. And though 
there has been no new evi- 
dence cited, the claims have 
nonetheless been front page 
news this week in Mexico. 

The case of the former 
president's brother, Raul 
Salinas de Gortari. has had so 
many bizarre twists — 
including the planting of a 
body by a clairvoyant hired 
by prosecutors and accusa- 
tions that the victim's brother 
covered up the killing — that 
any new allegations are con- 
sick red as plausible as any- 
thing else. 

In an interview with Tune 
magazine published this 
week. Aguilar claimed Raul 
Salinas, brother of former 
President Carlos Salinas de 
Gortari, had Jose Francisco 
Ruiz Massieu killed because 
he knew too much about Raul 
Salinas’ criminal activities. 

The attorney general's 
office said Friday that 
Aguilar later denied giving 
that interview, and had asked 
prosecutors on a previous 
occasion for a million pesos 
(S 100,000) in return for the 
allegedly incriminating evi- 
dence, The offer was reject- 
ed. 

Days after the Tune inter- 
view was published, a 
Mexican television station 
received what said was a 
handwritten letter from 
Aguilar claiming that Carlos 


Salinas, his former chief of 
staff, two former governors 
and a prominent businessman 
also were linked to the plot. 
Aguilar also later denied hav- 
ing written the letter. 

It was unclear whether the 
new revelations would affect 
the appeal of Salinas, who 
has maintained his inno- 
cence. 

Attorney General Jorge 
Madrazo said Friday that 
Aguilar “has ceased to be a 
rehable witness ... we have 
documented the lies he has 
repeatedly told." But be said 
agents had been sent to 
Aguilar's prison cell to cor- 
roborate his claims. 

Lawyers for the Salinas 
family did not return phone 
calls. 

The conviction and sen- 
tencing of Salinas to 50 years 
imprisonment was a bomb- 
shell in Mexico, breaking a 
tradition of impunity for the 
ruling class. It was especially 
surprising because the case 
against Salinas was entirely 
circumstantial and the judge 
ruled that prosecutors failed 
to establish a motive. 

Since he was arrested 
immediately after the shoot- 
ing and sentenced to 50 
years. Aguilar has been most- 
ly silent. In 1997. he told the 
newspaper Reforma that 
Salinas wasn't involved in 
the killing. 

Bui in "the Time interview. 
Aguilar said that he was 
forced to make those declara- 
tions to the newspaper after 
his common: law wife and 
child were kidnapped. He 
claimed Raul Salinas ordered 
the killing because Ruiz 
Massieu "was a virtual data- 
bank" on Raul Salinas' crim- 
inal activities. 

Swiss prosecutors ordered 
SI 14 million seized from 


‘Flash film of royals can cause fits ’ 


LONDON fR) — Prince 
Charles and his long-time 
lover Camilla Parker Bowies 
marked a media milestone 
amid a blaze of flashing 
camera bulbs — but televi- 
sion viewers were warned 
that film of their "coming 
out" could make people ill. 

The British Epilepsy 
Association urced television 
producers not to screen more 
than five seconds of the cou- 
ple leaving London’s Ritz 
hotel Thursday night, a 


moment captured in the 
flashlights of 200 press pho- 
tographers. 

About 15,000 people in 
Britain suffer from photo- 
sensitive epilepsy which is 
triggered by flickering 
lights. 

Friday, television channels 
first issued warnings about 
viewing the Charles-Camilla 
film coverage and then 
switched to still pho- 
tographs. 

“It is hard to think of a 


royal event, let alone a 20- 
second royal walk from a 
building to a car, which has 
warranted a public health 
warning." The Daily 
Telegraph said Saturday of 
the media frenzy. 

The carefully choreo- 
graphed scene was of vital 
importance to Charles, eager 
for Camilla now to be 
accepted as his partner. 

Since Princess Diana's 
death in a Paris car crash in 
August 1977, Charles and 


Camilla have until now 
appeared reluctant to test 
public opinion about their 
affair. 

They have been to clubs, 
restaurants and friends’ mar- 
riages together but always 
kept a low profile. 

But she has stayed regular- 
ly overnight at Charles’ St 
James Palace residence in 
London and his Highrove 
country residence. 

Camilla, once nicknamed 
“The Rottweiler” by Diana, 


has also met Charles's 
teenage sons. William and 
Harry. 

Palace officials gauged the 
time was now right and 
tipped off the media about 
the joint appearance. 

The reaction has been gen- 
erally positive bur his staff 
were quick to stress that 
Charles has no intention of 
marrying Camilla. 

"The Prince of Wales 
made clear some time ago 
that he has no intention of 


remarrying and that has not 
changed," one aide said. 

The Church of England 
refrained from offering any 
official disapproval of the 
couple’s first public appear- 
ance together while royal 
watchers welcomed it, 

“It will stop the hypocrisy 
and secrecy and give them 
greater freedom. In no way 
does it presage a future mar- 
riage/’ said constitutional 
expen Lord St John of 
Fawsley. 


Indian PHme Minister Atai Befaari Vajpayee places rose petals at a memorial of inde- 
pendence leader Mahatma Gandhi, on his 5 1st anniversary of assassination in New 
Delhi. Vajpayee observes a day-long fast to drive home the message of religious har- 
mony and peace and appealed for tolerance in the backdrop of fierce attacks on 
minority Christians (Reuters photo) 

Twists, turns continue in 
Mexico’s sensational murder case 


Raul Salinas' Swiss accounts 
in October, saying the money 
"inevitably suggest money 
laundering” of drug profits. 

An appeals court upheld the 
acquittal of Raul Salinas on 
one of two illegal enrichment 
charges against him Friday. 
Salinas remains on trial on 
the first charge, which alleges 
he hnrl milli ons in unreponed 
income while serving as a 
raid-level official in his 
brother's administration. 

The letter to the 
Multivision cable television 
station implicated other 
prominent politicians in the 
murder plot including for- 
mer presidential chief of staff 
Jose Cordoba Montoya, for- 
mer governors Jorge Carrillo 
Olea and Otto Granados 
Roldan, businessman Carlos 
Peralta, and the victim's 
brother. Mario Ruiz Massieu. 

Mexico has been trying to 
extradite Mario Ruiz Massieu 
from the United States, where 
he is under house arrest 
Mexico claims the former 
prosecutor tried to cover up 
Raul Salinas’ involvement in 
the killing. 

Aguilar also claims a con- 
nection between the Ruiz 
Massieu murder and that of 
the ruling party's presidential 
candidate. Luis Donaldo 
Colosio, six months earlier. 

Ruiz Massieu “was a walk- 
ing daia bank who could at 
any moment expose not just 
the Colosio murder, but also 
his knowledge of ties 
between the Salinas famil y 
and drug trafficking." Aguilar 
wrote, 

Cordoba Montoya could 
not be reached for comment 
A spokesman for Peralta 
declined comment Granados 
did not immediately respond 
to a message. Carrillo Olea 
could not be located. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 

Yeltsin discharged from hospital . 

MOSCOW (AFP) — Russian President Boris Yeltsin 
was discharged from the Central Clinical Hospital 
Satuidav. two weeks after he was rushed to the clinic 
with a bleeding ulcer, the Kremlin told AFP. The presi- 
dent transferred to the Barvikha sanatorium west. of 
Moscow where the Russian leader has frequently com- 
pleted his convalescence following illness. Yeltsin, who 
is 6S Mondav. suffered "fairly serious” blood loss from 
the open stomach sore, which nevertheless responded*) 
drua treatment and did not require surgeiy. The Kremlin 
chief underwent a fresh internal examination Saturday 
moraine ahead of his discharge. Interfax cited the 
Kremlin as saying. The endoscopy, which involves slid- 
ins a fibre-optic device down the heavily sedated 
patient's throat, revealed that the presidential ulcer was 
continuing to heal, the Kremlin press service said 
Medical sources cited by Interfax said Yeltsin could 
spent two weeks completing his recovery from the ulcer, 
the latest in a string of health woes to afflict the presir. 
dent since the autumn. The Kremlin chief has increas- 
ing! v taken a back seat in the day-to-day business of run- 
ning’ the country in the wake of an August financial cri- 
sis and a string of health problems since the aunhm.-. 
Earlier, medical sources cited by Interfax said Yeftsm- 
would celebrate his 6Sth birthday in private with close 
family members. ■ 

Polls show majority of Russians : 
support Lenin burial 

MOSCOW (AFP) — A majority of Russians believes 
Lenin's body should be removed from the famous gran: 
ite mausoleum on Moscow’s Red Square and given; i 
decent burial, opinion polls published Saturday showetfc- 
Some 57 per cent of respondents told the Public OpinireS ' 
polling organisation that they supported the burial of 
revolutionary leader, with 35 opposed and 10 perjxsi: 
with no opinion, the RIA Novosti news agency ;Sai§? 
Fifty-six per cent of callers to a telephone call-in .pro- , 
gramme on the capital’s popular Moscow Echo kiBhj 
station backed the burial idea, while 44 per cent; (pi 
agreed- The results of the surveys show withering^-' 
port for the preservation of the mortal remains 
father of the Russian Revolution, whose body’-wic 
embalmed following his death in January _ 1924: 
According to RIA Novosti, in June 1997. only 42 per 
cent of respondents backed the burial idea, with 
cent opposed. The latest surveys showed the propdS|: 
had most support among people below the age of 35jj|F 
per cent) and in the cities of Moscow and S|®| 
Petersburg (69 per cent). Support for Lenin’s buria^g 
been growing steadily since Russia's last tsar. Nichdmt 
H. and four other members of the Romanov family.e ^ 
cured by Bolshevik firing squad in 1918. were buned® 
the former imperial capital Saint Petersburg last Mf. 
Tlie royals, shot and bayoneted by Bolshevik guards^® 
the Urals city of Yekaterinburg 80 years ago. were; 
dumped in a shallow grave and their bodies doused in 
acid to prevent identification. Their remains west 
exhumed in 1991. Many supporters believe Lenin's but-' 
ial would help the country turn the page on a painfifl. 
chapter of Russian history. -•£ 

Serb killed, wife wounded 

in grenade attack $ 

PRISTINA. Yugoslavia (AFP) — A Serb man was killed 
and his wife wounded in a grenade attack Saturday in the 
village of Rakos, in northern Kosovo, according to-t&je^ 
Serb information Centre (MC) in Pristina. Zdrav|b|' 
Sedlarevic was killed and his wife Dara wounded whm%. 
attackers threw two grenades, one of which exploded/] 
into the couple's bedroom. Two other grenades explode 
ed Friday night in Pristina. An explosion in a Serb caK’ 
injured seven, six of them seriously. Another grenade 
attack on an Albanian cafe caused only light damage. 

Two foreign nuns killed in S. Leone| 
others freed - ^ 

ROME (AFP) — Two foreign nuns have been kiUedJoh 
Sierra Leone, where they had been abducted by rebejs£ 
fighting pro-government forces, the Rome-based mfe: 
sionaiy news agency Misna reported Saturday. Sistef 
Canneline, of Kenya, and Sister Sweva. of Banglad esh 
kidnapped in the capital earlier this month together w9f 
a monk and four other nuns from the Sisters of Cbafff’f 
order, are believed to have died in an air raid in the.p^ 
few days. Rebels earlier killed one of the other nririfr 
Indian -bom Aloysius Maria, reportedly because she ■ ' 
unable to keep up with their pace. The monk, Gugliebn^; J 
Zambiasi of the Saverian order and three Indian nhris}] 
sisters Sucheile. Jeremy Joseph and Hindu, have beea^ \ 
freed and are in hospital in Freetown, Misna report s^; 
Rebels also released 1 1 Indian businessmen at the saffl^ 
time, the agency said. Misna said the monk and nuns BlS 
been taken to Freetown hospital, where medical staffs 
have been overwhelmed with a flood of gunshot adpi 
machete wounds inflicted since rebels first stonnedSg^ 
capital Jan. 6. At least 3.000 people in Freetown ha^ 
been killed in the fighting. “Sister Sucheile is -iiyiSi£» ; ] 
and Sister Jeremy Joseph has a serious fever.” acccrxti^ j 
to bishop Giorgio Biguzzi, who said details of theif; j 
release remained unclear. j 

.-.'lit* J 

Pair of rare birds arrive in Japan^ 
from China 

TOKYO (AFP) — A pair of rare crested ibises arrrt^dg;; j 


***“£) vuiwtua cwuu. i uc lu die uuu. 

in Chinese “You You" (friend), and the female. “Y®®. 
Yang” (ocean) each had first-class seats, albeit aisb lu^: 
wooden cage, on a regular fli gh t from the Chinese inland; 
city of Xian to central Japan's Niigata. They arrived arfh£ 
final destination, Sado Island, on a chartered flight amiclsQ 
enthusiastic welcome from hundreds of local 
The island in the Sea of Japan houses a conservation^^ 
tre where Japan s only crested ibis resides. “The twobfidj* 
from Chinn are young, aged at two. giving us bope|2§=. 
breeding here” an official at the cooservation c»itre : ^^ 
Veterinarian Yoshinori Kaneko, who accompanied!^, 
birds on their six-hour trip from China, told a news 
ence the nair fin? xnA _„i.* ■ 
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ibises to Emperor Akjhito as “a new symbol of fnendsl 
between tire two countries" when he visited Japaf£ 
November. The species, called “nipponia nippon" sdeg 
jcally, was virtually wiped out just two decades ’agoS 
China has managed to rebuild the population through 
ncial reproduction methods. In 1981 there were just seg 
kp in the world. Now there artitt 
1 j 0, all living in China save the ageing one in Niigat?g 
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Clinton calls for 
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«,«H1NGTON IAP) — 
PrfSiJont BUI Climon 
-J(cd Saturday for a new. 
514 million initiative to 
clox the gap between 
men's and women’s wages., 
and new legislation to 
enforce equal pay rights. 

''When a woman is denied 
equal pay. it doesn’t just 
hun her." Clinton said in his 
weekly radio address. “It 
hurts her family, and that 

hurts America.” 

Last summer, the presi- 
dent's Council of Economic 
Advisers - reported that 
women earn about 75 cents 
1 '^ £vcry dollar a man earns 
improvement from 
the 5S cents on the dollar 
thjr women earned when 
President Kennedy signed 
the 1964 Eqaal Pay Act. 

“Wc can be proud of this 
progress, but 75 cents on 
[he dollar is still only three- 
quarters of the way there, 
and Americans can’t be sat- 
isfied until we’re all the 
way there,” Clinton said. 

His S14 million proposal, 
part of the ‘massive fiscal 
2000 budget he will submit 
to Congress Monday, 

would: — Triple the num- 
ber of enforcement workers 
at the Equal Employment 
Opportunity Commission. 

— Provide technical 

assistance to employers on 
how’ to comply with equal 
pay laws. 


— Create public service 
announcements alenins 
women ro their rights. 

As Labour Secretary 
Alexis Herman put it: "l 
have yet to go to the aro- 
cery store to buy a SI Toaf 
of bread 3nd * have the 
cashier look up and say. 
‘Since you're a woman, it’s 
75 cents.’ Working women 
pay the same — and should 
be paid ihe same.” 

Clinton additionally used 
his radio broadcast to call 
on the new 106th Congress 
to pass, as one of its first 
acts this year. the 
Paycheque Fairness Act, 
introduced by Democrats. 

The legislation would 
allow women to sue their 
employers for unlimited 
compensatory and punitive 
damages, in addition to the 
limited damages and back- 
pay awards now available 
under federal law to remedy 
pay violations. 

Unlimited compensatory 
and punitive damages are 
already available for wage 
discrimination based on 
race and ethnicity. 

The bill would also pro- 
hibit employers from pun- 
ishing workers who share 
salary information and 
would increase training for 
Equal Employment 

Opportunity Commission 
workers who handle wage 
discrimination claims. 


Kosovo conference 
to see intensive talks; 
outcome uncertain 
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LONDON (AFP) — The 
Kosovo peace conference due 
: to open on Feb. 6 in 

Rambouillet near Paris, will 
. . ., combine direct talks and medi- 

, Wife wounded arion by a trio of diplomats, 
with the foreign ministers of six 
countries on hand to intervene 
in case the talks hit deadlock. 
The talks between the 
Yugoslav authorities and lead- 
-..ae as of the ethnic Albanian 
majority in the province, will be 
led on a day to day basis by 
U.S. envoy Christopher Hill, 
■ '■ V ; "~\ the European Union’s Kosovo 
- ■■■'•' envoy Wolfgang Petri iscb and 
.. ->3^- Russian official Igor Magorsky. 
; ?*■ "Rambouillei will be a com- 
bination of meeting together 
-si ! <i[|sd in S.Lf and prorimity talks," senior 
: ’ , US. officials and diplomats 

er c freed said. 

The 14ib century 
. , RaroboulUet castle, an official 
• " . residence of French presidents, 

was the venue for the first sum- 
• „ ... W mit of the Group of Seven 
- * s j-’- major industrial powers in 
‘ ‘ • _ . W November 1975. 

. : : • According to one U.S. diplo- 
. ... mat the French and British for- 

‘ / \ F ' rign ministers. reflectively 

. . Hubert Vedrine and Robin 

would be "honorary 
.. 1 chairmen” of the conference. 
.. - A.-:- They would be called upon, 

.. ■ ■ •. along with their peers from the 

■ .. .- other Contact Group countries 
- • ' • to lay on die pressure if ihe talks 

. . became bogged down. 

■ './ The six Contact Group coun- 
• tries United Slates, Britain. 

; ^2^ Germany, Italy and 

Russia — meeting Friday in 
v , . . London, issued an ultimatum to 

*he waning sides in Kosovo to 
. ■’ reach a settlement iviihin 21 

days or face outside military 
intervention. 

U-S. officials said 
Washington was expecting the 
IDo <fcrate Kosovar leader 
R^tthim Rugova to "play a 
fading role” in the search for a 
to the separatist con- 
ffiet which erupted in the south- 
era Serbian province early last 
yean 

Rugova has already said he 
will attend the conference. The 
tog question is whether the 
Kosovo Liberation Army, 
“-hich is fighting for indepen- 
dence from Belgrade, will also 
^representatives. 

'There is not one KLA. there 
are a lot of them... We are not 
£°ing to let the absence of one 
w another faction spoil it," a 
U.S. diplomai said. 

U.S. and British officials 
telievc it is possible to go ahead 
’* r rchout the KLA even though a 
Peace accord which did not 
include the rebel army, would 
have little chance of holding for 


-,irds 2rfiv 






long. 

The U.S. drplomai said he 
was cominced the Kosovar 
Alb anians would send a delega- 
tion to Rambouillet which was 
sufficiently strong and repre- 
sentative, even If the KLA 
decided to boycott the talks. 
"They understand it is their 
moment, their chance." or 
securing a maximum of autono- 
my for Kosovo, he said. 

Vedrine said the negotiation 
would be '"non-stop”. 

The timetable is tight; the 
talks start on Feb. 6 with one 
week of talks on a peace plan 
giving a large measure of 
autonomy to the Kosovars. 
After that, the Contaa Group 
ministers will decide on the 
basis of the progress made, if 
ihe conference should be 
extended for an extra week. 

If an agreement is reached. 
France and Britain arc prepared 
to consider deploying troops in 
Kosovo to make sure all sides 
keep their word. Washington 
has made no decision on send- 
ing U.S. troops. 

In Bosnia, the Europeans* 
insisted that the United Scares 
agree to send soldiers before 
they would agree to do like- 
wise. In Kosovo, a U.S. diplo- 
mat admitted that in Kosovo the 
Europeans had reacted quicker 
and taken greater initiative, not- 
ing that ihey had learned "one 
of the lessons of Bosnia”. 

"This is happening in 
Europe.... We try to balance our 
determination to be the driving 
force, with burden sharing " he 
said, adding: "The United 
States has been the driving 
force behind the timeframe, the 
military pressure, while others 
felt the need to negotiate.” 

The diplomat said that while 
they have said all along chat 
they oppose outside military 
intervention in Kosovo, the 
Russians were not likely to 
undermine the negotiating 
process. 

"We never doubted that the 
Russians want a solution... We 
believe they understand the 
importance of using threats, 
even if they don’t agree to the 
use of force,” he said. 

The architect of the Dayton 
Accords which put an end to 
the war in Bosnia, U.S. diplo- 
mat Richard Holbrooke, will 
not be present in RambouiiH 

He has not played a major 
role in the Kosovo negotiations 
and is presently the subject of 
an internal investigation by the 
State Department and the 
Department of Justice which is 
delaying his taking over of his 
duties as new U.S. ambassador 
to the United Nations. 



Military expert issues 
warning over Kosovo 
air strike threat 


‘Santa Rufina’ by the Spanish master Diego de Silva y Velazquez, shown here, sold 
for over $8.9 miUion at auction at Christie's in New York Friday, setting a record 
for the artist and Tor Spanish Old Masters. The painting, which dates to 1632- 
1634. was bought by a London buyer bidding by telephone (Reuters photo) 


LONDON I AFP I — A 
military expert warned 
here Saturday that the 
use of air strikes to pun- 
ish the warring sides in 
Kosovo would not be 
effective w ithout the 
deployment of ground 
troops. 

The warning comes 
after the .six-nation 
Contact Croup Friday 
ga\e Yugoslav President 
Slobodan Milosevic and 
Kosovo’s ethnic 

Albanian leaders up to 
21 days to restore peace 
in the province, or face 
NATO intervention. 

Colonel Mike Dewar of 
the International 

institute of Strategic 
Studies told the BBC: 
"The international com- 
munity is in a very com- 
plicated situation if they 
are going to use some 
sort of punishment if 
people refuse to talk.” 

He said: "Punishing 
Mr. Milosevic is rela- 
tively straightforward, 
but how do you make 
your point against the 


Kosovars? Do vou put 
troops on the ground to 
try and prevent arms 
getting through across 
the Albanian border? 

"it is doubtful whether 
the allies are prepared 
tu do that at this stage, 
you would need a very 
large number of 
troops." 

Dewar said: "Air 

power against people- 
creeping across moun- 
tains using donkeys to 
take arms over the bor- 
der would be totally 
ineffective. So the sanc- 
tions which are threat- 
ened may not be effec- 
tive." 

The Conuict Group — 
Britain. France. 

Germany, Italy, Russia 
and the United Slates — 
Friday set a deadline or 
Feb. 6 for Belgrade and 
separatist ethnic 

Albanians to start peace 
talks at Rambouillet, 
near Paris. 

The group also 
imposed a deadline of a 
maximum 21 days for 


the two sides to reach a 
peace settlement. 

The L.N. Security 
Council formally 

bucked the ultimatum. 

in the face of Russian 
opposition to Ihe use of 
force, neither the 
Contact Group nor the 
Security Council men- 
tioned the threat of air 
strikes. 

However, U.S. 

President Bill Clinton 
made it clear the North 
Atlantic Treaty 

Organisation was pre- 
pared to use force ir Che 
two sides did not reach a 
deal. 

Violence has escalated 
in the Yugoslav province 
of Kosovo in recent 
weeks in the wake of 
fresh massacres, includ- 
ing attacks on civilians. 

Milosev ic sent troops 
and heavily -armed spe- 
cial police units into 
Kosovo in February to 
try to crush an indepen- 
dence drive by the 
province’s ethnic 

Albanian majority. 


Rights group reports five more dissident arrests in China 


BEUTNCi i AP) — Chinese 
authorities have detained at 
least five democracy' cam- 
paigners in recent days as they 
intensify efforts to crush dis- 
sent. a rights group reported 
Saturday. 

The detentions mainly 
involved members of the 
China Democracy Party, the 
focus of a two-momh-old 
campaign by the ruling 
Communist Party to ensure 


order ahead of the HXh 
anniversary of the Tiananmen 
Square democracy movement. 

A Shanghai-based 

Democracy Party member, 
Dai Xuezhong, was taken 
from his home Saturday 
morning, hours before he Itad 
planned to host a ■'simple” 
lunch for about 20 dissident 
colleagues, the Information 
Centre of Human Rights and 
Democratic Movement in 


China said. 

It said police were "very 
nervous" and had w arned the 
others not to go to Dai’s home 
for lunch. Another of the 
group. Li Guotao, was 
detained Friday evening and 
released Saturday afternoon, it 
said. 

The Hong-based group said 
Fu Shenping, elder brother of 
exiled dissident Fu Shenqi. 
was detained by police 


Tuesday and had not yet been 
released. No reason for the 
detention was given. 

Meanwhile, police in other 
cities had detained two other 
dissidents, both of whom have 
since been released, the report 
said. 

It said a member of die 
China Democracy Party living 
in Xi’an in central Shanxi 
province. Li Zhiying, was 
detained Friday and released 


after 20 h*.«urs with a warning 
not to travel elsewhere to meet 
with other members of the 
party. 

He Bowei. an environmen- 
tal activist was held by police 
in central Henan province fur 
12 hours Iasi week, the report 
said. 

On his release, police 
searched his home and confis- 
cated his household registra- 
tion card, it said. 


The democracy demonstra- 
tions in Beijing's Tiananmen 
Square and in dozens of other 
cities in 19S9 marked the 
largest challenge to 
Communist Party rule since 
economic reforms began in 
the late W70s. Chinese leaders 
are loathe to see the Jtnniver- 
sary of the protests become 
rallying points and every year 
order stepped up police action 
aaainst dissidents. 


China’s parliament will 
debate constitutional 


amendments 


BEIJING (AFP) — 
China's parliament, the 
National People's 

Congress (NPC) will hold 
its second full annual ses- 
sion in Beijing on March 
5, to examine amend- 
ments to the constitution 
and a government work 
report, official media 
reported Saturday. 

The decision was passed 
on the second day of a 
meeting of the NPC 
Standing Committee. 
Nearly 3,U00 deputies are 
expected to attend. 
Xinhua news agency 
reported. 

The NPC will debate an 
amendment to the coun- 
try's constitution related 
to the recognition of pri- 
vate property rights, 
according to a Chinese 
official source. 

“Private property rights 
will be one of the most 
important constitutional 
amendments.” a Chinese 
official told AFP. 

"But it still needs to be 
discussed by National 
People's Congress (NPC) 
delegates.” he said. 

Xinhua said another 
amendment would put the 
theory of late patriarch 
Deng Xiaoping into the 
constitution to enshrine 
his pro-market philoso- 
phy in law, referred to as 
"a socialist market econo- 
my”. 

The phrase “is current- 
ly” in the sentence "China 
is currently in the primary 
stage of socialism” would 
be changed to "... will be 
over a long period of time 
it said. The NPC s 


sister assembly. the 
Chinese People’s Poliiic.il 
Consultative Conference 
(CPPCC) has announced 
it will convene on March 
3. 

Also on ihe agenda were 
examining the implemen- 
tation of the 1998 plan for 
economic and social 
development, and ratify- 
ing ihe 1999 version. 
Xinhua said. 

Deputies would also 
look at national and local 
budgets for IS^9S anil 
approve the national bud- 
get for 19 99. A draft con- 
tract law would also be on 
the table, the agency .said. 

According to the consti- 
tution. revisions must be 
proposed in ihe full ses- 
sion of the NPC by more 
ihan one fifth of parlia- 
mentary deputies or the 
NPC Standing Committee 
and must be adopted by 
more than two thirds ol 
legislators. 

Since the founding nl 
Communist China in 
1949, the NPC has pro- 
mulgated four constitu- 
tions in 1954, 1975. I97S 
and 1982. The existing 
1982 Constitution, which 
has been amended twice 
in 1988 and 1993. stipu- 
lated ihat "the People’s 
Republic of China is a 
socialist state under the 
people's democratic dic- 
tatorship led by the work- 
ing class and based on the 
alliance of workers and 
peasants." 
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Four die in house 
fire in France 

MORLAIX, France lAFP) - Four people died and 
three were injured, two of them seriously, in a fife 
Saturday in an apartment block in this northwestern 
French town, firemen said. Firemen continued to 
search the dilapidated building which wus occupied by 
squatters and is due for demolition. 
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What next? 

( A LEADING Israeli daily newspaper disclosed 
recently what we been suspecting all along: 
Israel is developing a live small pox virus as 
| part of its new generation in its biological 
weapons programme. .An earlier report spoke 
| of another Israeli biological weapon in the 
j making which targets certain ethnic groups of 
people. God knows what other biological and 
chemical weapons Israel is developing clan- 
destinely over and above its well-known 
nuclear capability. 

Of course neither Washington nor London, 
Paris or even Moscow are sounding the alarm 
about these Israeli efforts to expand the hori- 
zons of its weapons of mass destruction. This 
ominous silence is taking place against the 
backdrop of recent warnings by US. President 
Bill Clinton against the proliferation of biolog- 
ical weapons in particular and the determined 
efforts to rid Iraq of its mass destruction arse- 
nals. 

' It is hard to explain this hypocrisy and prac- 
| tice of double standards in the conduct of inter- 
| national affairs. The Arabs will continue to be 
| haunted with the question of why whatever 
I Israel does or develops or possesses is all right 
as rain as far as the U.S. and its allies are con- 
cerned, but not a single Arab country is 
allowed to develop an even modest means of 
deterrence to a genuine Israeli threat His 
Majesty King Hussein spoke of the mushroom- 
ing dangers of biological weapons a few days 
ago after his return from the U.S. and warned 
about the laxity of the international communi- 
ty' in putting in place an effective machinery' to 
prevent and reverse the tide of the amassing of 
biological and chemical weapons. 

We in Jordan have a stake in what Israel 
develops and acquires in terms of weapons of 
mass destruction. The Jordanian-Israeli peace 
treaty does not give Israel licence to possess 
any form of mass destruction weapons much 
less a new breed of biological bombs that target 
Arabs in particular. We view this tendency on 
the part of Israel to develop an ethnic-oriented 
bomb as a racist move fraught with unlimited 
dangers on ail fronts. Jordan is duty-bound to 
make strong representations to Israel about its 
military programmes since they pose a real 
threat to us. Israel must not and cannot take us 
for granted simply because we have a peace 
treaty. A peace treaty cuts both ways, and 
Israel has yet to respect its end of the bargain 
where it counts most 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Al Dustour’s editorial said Amman’s hosting of the 16th 
Arab Interior Minister's Meeting, coincides with concerns 
about His Majesty King Hussein's health and his designa- 
tion of HRH Abdullah, as Crown Prince, and Regent. 
Prince Abdullah stressed the King's efforts to achieve 
peace and security in order to get a better future when he 
opened the meeting, and emphasised King Hussein's 
efforts to preserve the reputation of Islam and Muslims. 
The Prince gave a great deal of concern to terrorism and 
narcotics trafficking, praising the Arab ministers' efforts to 
establish a comprehensive strategy to combat the two 
problems, which threaten the Arab Nation’s security, sta- 
bility and future. The ministers' speeches reflect Jordan's 
respected position regionally and internationally, thanks to ■ 
the Hashemite leadership. 

Al Dustour's Yaser Za’atreh said people who support the 
idea that Arab and international stands are sun-ending to 
U.S. policy serve to further encourage the U.S. position 
regarding the Iraqi crisis. Such supporters are, in fact, pro- 
moting despair not. only for Iraq, but the entire Arab 
Nation, and this is the most dangerous thing that could 
occur. Za’atreh added. If Arab and international opinion 
were in harmony with the U.S., what would be the need for 
U.S. Secretary of State. Madeleine Albright to tour 
Moscow. Cairo, Riyadh. Amman and Paris, the writer 
asked. The journey aims to remove the effects of the recent 
aggression on Iraq and ease reactions to it, said Za’atreh, 
who added that internationally, Washington feels the pres- 
sure of the Russian. French and Chinese stands, which 
have issued strong disagreements with the U.S. Although 
the Arab situation is generally weak, it does not surrender 
to nor is it in harmony with that of the U.S., according to 
the writer. Za’atreh added it is not logical to claim that 
Washington was satisfied with the results of Arab Foreign 
Ministers' Meeting. 


THE AVAILABLE set of informa- 
tion, and the prevailing circum- 
stances point to the fact that a 
Palestinian state is, without doubt, 
in the offing. The declaration of 
Palestinian independence may 
take place on May 4. as originally 
envisaged, but it may be delayed 
for some time due to American- 
Egyptian pressures, or in return for 
American and European guaran- 
tees and assurances. However, the 
project itself is not reversible and. 
barring unforeseen surprises, will 
see the light before the turn of the 
century. 

When a Palestinian state is final- 
ly declared in the West Bank and 
Gaza, by virtue of the United 
Nations 1947 partition resolution 
which called for two states, it will 
be a small and poor country, but it 
will find around 40 other countries 
which are smaller in land mass 
and population. It will also be 
ranked second, after Israel, in 
terms of how much foreien aid rel- 


ative to the size of its population it 
will receive. 

The Palestinian state will enjoy a 
political clout and play a role 
much larger than its size, for two 
reasons: ~ the history' of the 
Palestinian cause and struggle 
which has earned the respect of 
the world on one hand, and the 
fact that there are sizeable 
Palestinian demographic exten- 
sions in several key countries such 
as Lebanon, Syria. Jordan, the 
Gulf states, and "the United States. 

Israeli leaders who object to the 
Palestinian state would like the 
world to believe that Jordan is sus- 
picious and rejects the project, 
because a Palestinian state may 
pose a risk to Jordan. Jordanian 
officials have repeatedly denied 
such claims. The official position 
of Jordan is in full support of the 
idea of establishing a Palestinian 
state, and is ready to formally 
recognise it immediately. As a 
matter of fact. Palestine already a 


full-fledged embassy in Amman 
flying the Palestinian flag and 
accorded full diplomatic status. 

However, the government of 
Jordan prefers to see that the 
emergence of the Palestinian state 
comes about through negotiations 
rather than after a unilateral decla- 
ration. which may lead to a con- 
flict. The negotiation option looks 
feasible, because a Palestinian 
state is acceptable to 1 the majority 
of the Israelis as public opinion 
polls have shown. There is no rea- 
son to opt for a course of action 
that may lead io an uneven conflict 
with the Israelis as long as the 
diplomatic option is open. 

Admittedly the emergence of an 
independent Palestinian state will 
have serious consequences for 
Jordan, but most of them are posi- 
tive. The mere existence of an 
independent Palestinian state, 
together with the right of rerurn to 
that state will solve a sensitive 
problem in Jordan, namely effec- 
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rive dual nationality, of the 
Palestinians of Jordan, who will 
have the right, for the first time to 
make a crucial choice. They, as 
individuals, will have to choose 
between full and final Jordanian 
citizenship, to be Palestinians 
residing in Jordan or be willing to 
return to Palestine. Observers 


believe that the majority will take 
the first option. 

On the other hand, the establish- 
ment of a Palestinian state will put 
an end to the idea of malting 
Jordan a substitute- homeland for 
the Palestinians. It will be abun- 
dantly clear thereafter, chat Jordan 
is Jordan and Palestine is 
Palestine, and cards can not be 
mixed up as some Israeli leaders 
have been trying in vain to do for 
the past three decades. 

Jordan will obviously be the nat-. 
ural gateway to the Arab World for 
the Palestinian people, providing 
valuable strategic depth for the 
nascent state, otherwise surround- 
ed by Israel. Therefore any 
Palestinian regime will be friendly 
to Jordan and interested in main- 
taining the best relations /withy 
Jordan under all OTcumstanoegT- 
The two states will develop excel- 
lent political relations along whiit 
the strongest of economic and <^^ 
tural ties. . 



The Republicans have 
already lost a culture war 
of their own making 


• By Andrew Marshall 

IT LOOKS as if, after 12 long 
months, the greatest show on earth 
— though maybe not the trial of the 
century — is drawing to a close. As 
Dale Bumpers, the former Arkansas 
Senator, spoke on Thursday, there 
was a strange feeling in Washington, 
as though a wind were blowing 
through the city, or a monsoon were 
breaking. The sense of an impending 
end was palpable; the new age of 
After Monica. Maybe not today, or 
this week, but soon, the impeach- 
ment trial of Bill Clinton will come 
to an end. either with dismissal or 
his acquittal. 

It has been a bizarre year: one of 
fascination and compulsion at times; 
of deep tedium and perplexity at 
others. But the lasting question, and 
the least satisfying element of the 
whole thing, is: what is it all about? 
What is it all for? 

For the President’s supporters, it is 
a right-wing conspiracy, a partisan 
attempt to bring down a great man 
and reverse the electorate's choice. 
For his opponents, it is about the 
rule of law, the Constitution and the 
crimes of a man who should have 
resigned months ago if he had any 
honour. These competing claims just 
do not meet in the middle in any 
way. They are what social scientists 
call incommensurable: they reflect 
two different world views and sets 
of moral, political and legal assump- 
tions that just don't match up. 

One way of looking at the signifi- 
cance of the whole affair is just this: 
that what has happened is a visible 
manifestation of the great kul- 
turkarapf between two American 
value systems, the famous ‘‘Culture 
Wars”. This argument holds that 
since the Sixties, the left-leaning, 
liberal, secular, modernising tide in 
America has competed against the 
traditional, religious, conservative 
view. Clinton clearly represents the 
former for most people, while the 
other side has been led by people 
like Kenneth Starr, Henry Hyde and 
Trent Lott, unbending advocates of 
law and morality tin public, at 


least). 

The right will argue that After 
Monica, chaos is come again, and 
the dominance of White Anglo- 
Saxon Protestant ways is over. This 
is over-egging it. Free love is unlike- 
ly to break out in the streets of mid- 
dle America. Cannabis will not be 
smoked in public buildings (noth- 
ing. in fact, will be smoked in public 
buildings, bars or restaurants below 
a certain size, for the foreseeable 
future). The two main candidates for 
high office in 2000 will most likely 
be two impeccable Wasps: George 
Walker Bush and Albert Gore. 

It takes a bit of stretching to see 
the events of the last year as consti- 
tuting a Rubicon. The nation as a 
whole has been far from riveted. But 
to some extent, that is the point. For 
at least two decades, the right — 
disproportionately Southern and 
Wesrern. white and Baptist — has 
been politically dominant, whatever 
was going on in the streets of 
America. Conservatives began their 
ascent in the Sixties, as the white 
majority rejected what it saw as the 
Democrats 7 shift to the left. They 
had money, ideology' and political 
dominance on their side. Although 
the nation changed, Washington, to 
a remarkable degree, did not. 

The hold that the conservative 
right had on political debate has 
been broken, in the last year, by its 
inepr handling of the debates in 
Congress, by the internal wars with- 
in the Republican Party, and by its 
appalling grasp of public opinion. In 
many ways, the conflicr has looked 
rather like the depiction of the 
English Civil War in 1066 And All 
That: the CLintonites, like the 
Cavaliers, are Wrong but Romantic, 
whereas the Republicans are Right 
but Repulsive. 

I do not think that the impeach- 
ment of Bill Clinton is the culminat- 
ing battle of a great social shift in 
the U.S. and the end of the fight over 
values; I think it is the beginning of 
another political change: the rewrit- 
ing of the Republican Party, which 
has come badly unhinged. The party 
represents a shard of white. 


‘Free love is 
unlikely to break 
out in the streets 
of middle America. 
Cannabis will not 
be smoked in 
public buildings’ 


Southern, conservative opinion that 
is a minority in America, and has 
been for decades. If the Republicans 
identify that, and that alone, with 
righteousness, values and morality, 
it will make a historic mistake. If 
there has been a culture war for the 
last year, it has been mainly because 
the Republicans have forced one — 
and they have lost. They cannot 
blame the moral malaise or the 
Sixties for that — they can only 
blame themselves. 

Most Americans find themselves 
somewhere in between the two great 
world view's, and are not ready to be 
dragooned into a war. To the aston- 
ishment of the pollsters and politi- 
cians. they express views of some 
complexity instead of stark ideolog- 
ical polarisation, as they might have 
done 20 years ago. And so they have 
turned off, which is what, in a few 
weeks, we shall all be able to do — 
with some relief, but a little nostal- 
gia. 

— The Guardian 



Best wishes 


To the Editor: 




me* 


WE, FILIPINO residents/guest workers in the benevr^ 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, wish to add our voices in 
gratularing His Majesty King Hussein, HRH Crown 
Ab dullah, and Prince Hassan, for the very smooth and 
fill handover of responsibilities, which is testimony to 
political stability of die country. 

We also wish to add our fervent prayers for their 
well-being. most specially His Majesty, for the success of 
respective endeavours, and the peace and order and pros*, 
ty of Jordan and the Jordanian people to which we have e\ _ 
lasting attachment and love. 

The Filipino Community in Jordsm 

For a better world 

To His Majesty: ^ 

I AM sending this because, like His Majesty King Hussein, L 
too was once in a hospital. Over fifteen years ago I was diag- 
nosed with cancerous brain tumour a life- thickening illness. 1 -: 
1 was laced with death and was left to contemplate the nature 
of tilings. Only by the grace of God am I here to write this. LT 
the time that has passed, I have learned to be more aware of 
how we, as individuals, impact the history of mankind. 

I believe His Majesty King Hussein has done much to help - 
tiie wodd I believe he stands for peace- 1 believe he under- 
stands that even though the world is made up of different peo- 
ple. different faiths and different cultures, we can all live, 
together in peace. I believe be has done all that is within his 
power to promote this belief. That is why I take the time to ; 
write, this, to thank fans, and to ask that you, the people of 
Jordan, continue to support his efforts toward peace. 

We may call our God by different names. We may worship 
our God in different ways. Nevertheless, we believe in God. 
No matter tiie politics of our day, our God remains. This is the 
basis for mutual understanding. An understanding that may 
very well hold the key to true peace. 

The people of Jordan and the people of the United Stales are 
not all that different We are bom, we grow, we love, we marry, 
we have children, we work and we die. And all through the 
process, we try to cany era our lives and work to insure that 
the life of our children and family will better than the life we 
have led I believe we can best serve this purpose by wodriqg 
together toward world peace. 

One day, god willing, I will have the opportunity to visit 
your country. I can only hope feat your King is there to share 
with me his hope for peace. 1 

God bless His Majesty King Hussein and the people of 
Jordan. 

Paul Swetttr 
Bentoaville, Arkansas 
USL" 

Pursue a positive image _ 

To the Editor: 

I must agree with the majority of Arab women, that the TWO 
shows that were aired in the U.S. in regard to ‘‘Honour 
Killings'’ was not only inappropriate at the time of airing , but- 
the content in itself was most damaging to the country of 
Jordan. People here in the U.S. have been successfully brain- 
washed to a certain extent, and have allowed the media to pot- 
son their minds. I am speaking not as an Arab but as ap* 
American. I have travelled to the Middle East; and have noty 
only seen, but felt, at first hand, the racist wrath of Israel; If# 
ironic that the U.S. as a nation will not allow prayer in their”* 
schools but supports a nation who actually believes God wy 
their landlord ■? 

The two airings of “Honour Killings'' only added salt to the..’ 
wounds and allowed for the further poisoning of the American =i 
mind. It is only logical that the masses who are absorbing the 
media, will in time develop negative attitudes towards a par-, 
ticular group. If the Arabs continue to allow such negative pro- . 
paganda on such a large platform, they will lose! The Arabs 
have to take lessons from their cousins — speak out, defend, - 
upholdand pursue a more positive image through whatever . . 
platform available (with the exception of violence) in Oder to ■ 
fight back and gain respect. Leave culture and religion oat of 
me issue and pursue a more humanitarian approa ch, it’s the 
yus! 


Robin Mufti 


Children hold the key 

To the Editor: 

Lj? a I 5 t ? 1 ] e ^ teacher and co uld not agree more with 
Mohamad Abu Jaber (LETTERS Jan 28-29). If children are. 
our salvation we must teach them, if we are to live petx^bly 
and m harmony, that we are all brothws and sisters. 

Victor C. Bush 
Montreal 
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Russia smarting from loss of kudos 
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By James Meek 

WHEN RUSSIA'S acting leader. 
5* rtv Primakov, met his old 
?L5l Madeleine Albright, the U.S. 

■ ‘ffiary of state, in Moscow last 
nothing about the encounter 
ciiogested a sea change in the wary, 
rordial. occasionally petulant rela- 
Snship that has existed between the 
.wo former cold war adversaries 
i nee the Soviet Union collapsed. Bui 
ihe change is reaL Behind the formal 
siaiemcBis of mutual respect. 
Moscow is reeling from the realisa- 
iion that the U.S. no longer considers 
Russia a mature member of the big- 
nuwer community. 

Russian commentators pounced on 


the fact that m his Stale of the Union 
address t\\u weeks ago. President 
Bill Clinton n it: illumed Russia only 
as a dangen nis storehouse of badly 
maintained nuclear weapons. 

The Comniers.ini Daily newspaper 
said Mr Clinum had effectively 
announced a new U.S. policy towards 
Russia: not support, hut neutralisa- 
tion. "Russia is now almost officially 
declared to be ’Upper Volta with 
rockets'. 

But while in the cold war years this 
was simply a propaganda cliche , it is 
now treated as reality, necessitating 
concrete actions," ihe paper said. 

Sergei Rogov, the head of 
Moscow's U.S. and Canada Institute, 
noted how the official U.S. terms for 


relations with Russia have changed 
from "strategic partnership" to "prag- 
matic partnership” to ‘'realistic part- 
nership". Now, he said, the talk was 
of plain realism — the partnership 
had gone. 

In the past two months Washington 
has issued a stream of policy chal- 
lenges to Moscow — bombing Iraq, 
threatening to bomb Serbia, trying to 
rewrite a 27-year-old cold war treaty 
banning the building of anti-missile 
defences around cities, and slapping 
sanctions on Moscow' institutes 
accused of helping Iran build 
weapons. 

Once. Russia’s furious responses to 
each move — right up to withdraw- 
ing its ambassadors from Washington 


and London over Iraq — would have 
set alarm bells ringing in the West. 
Now Russia’s anger is seen as postur- 
ing. a predictable inconvenience. 

ft has taken a long lime for Russia’s 

neighbours to accept that it.s armed 
forces are barely capable ot del end- 
ing Russia, let atone mounting over- 
seas operations, but yesterday the 
commander ot the armed torces of 
tiny ex-Soviet Estonia, one-hun- 
dredth the size of its neighbour, 
admitted Russia no longer posed a 
threat. 

The most influential foreign affairs 
adviser in another former Soviet 
republic. Azerbadjan. said yesterday 
that his country wanted to see U.S. 
and Turkish bases on its soil. 


Despairingly, the popular Moscow 

daily Moskovskv Komsomolei-* said 
Ukraine, the biggest ev-Soviet state 
after Russia, was turning into a Nato 
ally — and there was little Russia 
could do to stop it. 

In a sign of the side-lining of Rus- 
sia. Washington says its plans for an 
anti-missile shield over the U.S. have 
nothing to do with the Soviet nuclear 
arsenal but arc aimed against future 
long-range rockets from such coun- 
tries as North Korea. 

With Russia's entire federal budget 
less than half that of Texas, the U.S. 
no longer lakes seriously threats such 
as Moscow's, that any U.S. anti-mis- 
sile system would be countered by 
new Russian weapons — particularly 


when Russia is seeking U.S. help in 
everything from debt restructuring 
and food aid to the millennium bug. 
The long-term danger for the West is 
of discounting Russian pride and 
alienating the country too deeply for 
too long. 

“Sooner or later, Moscow will 
again be a major international play- 
er." \lr Rogov said in a recent 
speech. “Thai is why it matters 
whether the Russian Federation 
comes back as a responsible player. 

contributing to global prosperity and 
peace. The alternative is for Russia to 
bear grudges against ihe new world 
order." 

— Thi GimrJtjn 
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The struggle for Lebanon 


Star Trek cookbook: 
Resistance is futile 
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By Gail Appleson 

Reuters 

EAT YOUR heans ouu Star Trek fans. 
There is now a cookbook to tell you how; to 
make anything from KJingon blood wine 
and worm-like gagh to Ferengi slug liver. 

The official Star Trek Cookbook is a 
must for those seeking new food frontiers 
and the secrets of interstellar haute cuisine. 
Readers will go where no chef has gone 
before. 

The book is written by Neeli.x. alias 
Ethan Phillips, the peppy orange-blonde 
chef of the U.S.S. Voyager, along with co- 
author William Bimes. Published by the 
Pocket Books division of Simon & Schus- 
ter, it goes on sale Jan. 9 and, as the Borg 
say, "resistance is futile." The volume, 
which follows last month's release of the 
latest Star Trek movie "Insurrection, is 
filled with camp and inside humour about 
key characters from the original Star Trek 
series, The Next Generation, Deep Space 
Nine and Voyager. It includes recipes lor 
some of the oui-of-this-w'or!d and almost 
unpronounceable foods thai appear on the 
shows along with some real ones offered 
by many of the humanoid stars ot the 
scries. 

There is even a complete guide tor whip- 
ping up the drinks served at Quark s bur on 
Deep Space Nine with descriptions ol such 
favourites as Andorian aJe and Gainzian 
*ine. .... 

Pot it this wav: If hyperaegressive Min- 
gon warrior Worf factor Michael Domj is 
your cup of tea. you will definitely want to 
read the recipes for his prune juice cocktail 
and his mother’s Rokeg Blood Pie. 

‘The harsh taste and equally harsh reac- 
tion to prune juice prompted Worl to 
declare it a ‘warrior's drink’ that readies the 
body for battle. 1 wouldn’t dispute Wort on 
this, because 1 can see why, after a night of 
blood pies and blood wine, he d want his 
prune juice the next day." Neelix writes. 

Alan Sims, the Star Trek prop _ guru, 
writes that meals on the show arc basically 
made up of "monster food" but it is ditrer- 
ent monster food depending on the alien 
consuming it. 

For example, food for gentle, vegetarian 
Talaxians such as Neelix is quite diMerent 
from what would satisfy battle-hungry' 
Klingons — who like to yell things like 
“Today is a good day to die or the big- 
eared, bug-eating Ferengi. .... 

‘Talaxian concoctions arc a little bit niore 
adorable,” Sims said. As for KJingon loco, 
“my interpretation is this is stufi that, when 
you look at it, you want to just retch... it > 
living worms, serpents and even organs 
that monsters eat." There is the popular 
blood wine, for example, that can be ma c 
to look like it contains "nice nouttng reel 
corpuscles” by running frozen cranberries 
through a blender. Sims says he uses raw 
liver to make "heart of targ,’ another Ki\ ■ 

gon favourite. . . . 

“It’s true what Lhey say." writes Neelix. 
‘“If you want to be a Klingon warrior, you 
gotta have heart."" If earing KJingon lure 
does not seem like a good way to live 1°^ 
and prosper, a more genteel diet can w. 
found in the chapter on “Afternoon ea 
with Captain Picard” with recipes tor 
watercress sandwiches, Madeleines an a 
cocktail of Earl Grey tea leaves and urana 
Mamier. The intellectual Jean-Luc Picard 
is played by Shakespearean actor PanuK 


Stewart. 

A tutully different challenge is presented 
in die feeding of Seven of Nine, the Barbie 
Joll-shapeJ Burg who is now part of the 
Voyager crew. The Borg are cybernetic 
humanoids who arc hall human and halt 
machine and named by their number in the 
small units to which they belong. Famous 
for their "resistance is futile” warning, they 
arc feared throughout the galaxy because 
they conquer other races by assimilating 

them. _ 

Neelix say" he hud trouble finding nour- 
ishment to please Seven but came up with 
something called a tricorder < hand-held 
sensor instrument) pic made up ot chopped 
bio- neural gel puck casing, plasma oil and 
minced nacelle discharge socket. 

He said she has also learned to like cer- 
tain humanoid food such as Seven- Up and 
anything from a 7-Eleven store. "Although 
she Touch! me when it came rime to eat. my 
cooking was so wonderful her resistance 
was futile." he writes. 

Neelix/Phillips told Reuters in a lele- 



That’s not logical: Spock con- 
tributed his favourite dish Kasha 
Varnishkas a la Vulcan (We photo) 

phone interview from his Los Angeles 
home that the inspiration for the book actu- 
yllv cam c from Bimes. co-author of the 
best seller "The Day After Roswell, who 
approached him with the idea. 

"We hashed some ideas about it, he said. 
"Instead of live- worms, we tried to take 
everything down to Earth level. Neelix 
iuid he solicited recipes from all the key 
Star Trek actors and received quite a lew 
fumilv favourites such as KashaVarntshkas 
a la 'Vulcan from Leonard Nimoy (Mr. 
Spock) and Bashir's Spunj-and-Beans 
Bolognese from Alexander Siddig (Dr. 
Julian Bashir). Jeri Ryan, who plays shape- 
ly Seven of Nine, says her contribution, a 
recipe for wild mushroom soup, is low in 
fat — "inv costume's No. 1 priority. Neei- 
is said most of the recipes submitted by the 
actors were vegetarian. 'Then, ol course. 
Talaxians and Vulcans are vegetarians. In 
real life Phillips is not a vegetarian bul ne 
docs not really cook that often either. And 
even on Star Trek the Voyager crew is often 
pretiv critical of his creations. 

"i can count on one hand with two fingers 
left over the times I've been complimented 
on the show on my cooking ” he said, m 
fad the cookbook even includes the top ten 
reasons the crew hates his cooking includ- 
ing "kidney is not a breakfast food. Tues- 
dly is fungus night" and the fhntuake 

leaks." 


The Lebanese Conflict: Looking 
Inward 

iMtif A buI-Husn, 

Lvnnc Rienner htbUshers, IWS. 

/>/ pp. $42.00. 

By Fuwaz A. Gitrcs 

MANY BOOKS haw been wrinen on 
die devui ailing Lebanon War ihat lasted 
for almost fifteen years. 1975-1 990. and 
dial cost around 150,000 casualties and 
billions of dollars in damage lu live 
physical inftasiruclurc of die country. 
Although the material costs of ihe 
Lebanon War wen; prohibitive, they 
pale by comparison with the political, 
moral, and psychological effects. An 
entire generation of Lebanese youth 
was bom and socialised into this bloody 
and violent culture. 

Hundreds of thousands of Lebanese 
citizens left the country in search of 
security and peace. The social ;ind polit- 
ical milieu was tom apart and fragment- 
ed ftinher. A Hubbesian state of nature 
prevailed where provincial, factional, 
tribal, and sectarian sentiments super- 
seded and overshadowed larger nation- 
alist loyalties. Government institutions 
and agencies were marginalised in the 
process. 

Foreign intervention in Lebanon’s 
internal affairs also inieitsilicd and 
deepened. The country became a the- 
atre on which regional and great powers 
fought their dirty skirmishes :ind con- 
flicts. 

For all these reasons. Lebanon came 
very close to the brink of collapse. 

While ihe books agree that the war 
has structurally affected state, society 
and politics in Lebanon, they differ on 
the factors that caused and prolonged 
the confiicL Three overarehlng explana- 
tions or hypotheses dominate the con- 
ventional views of die nature and caus- 
es of the War. 

The first hypothesis stipulates that the 
Lebanese conflict was determined sole- 
ly by the intervention of foreign powers. 
At the hean of tins explanation lies die 
suspicion and bclicl that Lebanon, 
given its fragile multifaceted and 
dynamic political system, has always 
been coveted and targeted by its more 
powerful neighbours and outside pow- 
ers. These powers have used and 
abused Lebanon’s open social and polit- 
ical frontiers to pursue their own agen- 
das and fight their wars ol" proxy on the 
Lebanese theatre. Many Lebanese 
observers subscribe to this view, and 
lhey argue that, left to their own 
devices. Lehanon political and religious 
groups would find ways to come to 
terms with each other without reverting 
to violence. One of the most articulate 
adv ocates of this point of view is Ghas- 
san Tucni who coined die term "others 
wars" on Lebanese soil to refer to the 
preponderant role ol foreign interven- 
tion. 

An opposing second explaiiauon 
places the core of the conflict on the col- 
lapse of the domestic socio-political and 
economic structure. The malfunction- 
ing of this structure exacerbated dor- 
mant internal tensions Uiat ultinnncly 
led to die outhreak of the civil War in 

1975. . . 

Thirdly, some aiudysLs contend the 
Lebanon War may be explained by the 
convergence ol" domestic politics and 
regional and international events. 
According to this hypothesis, the inten- 
sificalion of inter-Arab rivalries, cou- 
pled with the escalation ol" the Arab- 
Isr.ieli conflict and the Cold War, coin- 
cided with the polarisation ol Lebanese 
domestic politics: litis interplay 

between domestic, regional, and Inter- 
nationa! variables might explain the 
outbreak and subsequent escalation ol 
the Lebanon war. 

Latil Abul-Husn. a career officer with 
the Lebanese Foreign Service, who has 
served as Lebanon's amkissador io 
Australia and New Zealand since 19S5, 
briefly lists the Uww hypotheses and 
finds diem wanting. He contends that 
the origin oF the war lay neither widt 
external forces nor with the decaying 
socio-economic and political strueturc, 
but with the conflict within and between 
Lebanon's communal groups: "the 
social structure Ls the spawning ground 
of conflict, and that the conflict itself 
contributes to the potential (and eventu- 
al) weakening of the social structure. 


tp. 2). Abu I- Hum l notes licit the 1975 
war revolved around three main isnuc»' 

(1) reform ol die poliucal svsiem; 1 2 1 
the natiored identiiv ol Lebanon; and 1 5 1 
Lebanon's M.»vereigntv. Although other 
Issues emerged as the conflict evolved, 
iinly these three themes endured. 

Ahul-Husn stresses funlier that the 
rout causes of liar War were inherent m 
the historical evolution of a social and 
political structure lilac generated behav- 
ioural patterns and dial led to ,ui overall 
tendency toward conflict in Lebanese 
society. Segmentation and cleavages in 
Lebanon have emerged along sectarian 
lines, engendering strong ideological 
and political divisions in the country. 
The author argues that the segmented 
commuted character of Lebanese soci- 
ety was hardened and factional loyalties 
strengthened. As the structure of 
Lebanese society grew more rigid, it 
became less capable of coping with 
interred pressures resulting from socio- 
economic change and external pres- 
sures resulting front regional crises. 
Abul-Husn delineates the segmented 
social structure as the independent 
source that cxplaias the genesis, 
growth, and resolution of the conflict 
among the various Lebanese factions. 
While internal and external factors coa- 
lesced and played catalytic and support- 
ive roles in determining the balance of 
power between the groups, us well as 
influencing the intensity and duration of 
ihe War, Abul-Husn stresses the deci- 
sive role of the segmented social struc- 
ture in providing fertile ground for these 
internal and external variables: "The 
factors that provoked the conflict 
process arc mainly grounded in the 
social structure"' ip. 59). 

Abul-Husn notes that Lebanese com- 
munal society consists ol several social 
layers that, while existing side by side, 
often in harmony, remain void of a basic 
central "value system and widespread 
acculturation. Lebanese communities 
live next to each other and interact with 
one another economically, but this level 
of interaction w as not strong and intense 
enough to integrate the various commu- 
nities into one social system. In other 
words, Lebanese society has preserved 
ih, multi communal characteristics over 
Uie centuries and has failed to develop 
an integrated social system. Further- 
more, Abul-Husn asserts that narrow 
communal interests have penctraied the 
vary structure of the social order and 
has created separate value systems. 
Here lies Abul-Husn's central thesis: 
■■The genesis of that conflict is the social 
structure; the war was bom ot the com- 
munal contradictions inherent in this 
structure and exacerbated by external 
contingent factors. The conflict process 
is itself cause as well as an outcome of 
change" ip. b». 

Abul-Husn tries to construct a con- 
ceptual! framework by looking at the 
political power struggle in terms ot Ibn 
Khaldun's concept of asabiyu i unbend- 
ing adherence and blind belief in the 
tribal system i and Rail Dahrendort s 
notion of authority. 

Both sociologists share with Karl 
Marx the assumption that the social sys- 
tem is the spawning ground lor conflict- 
ing tendencies. While Marx, however, 
postulates that differential distribution 
of property is die major source of con- 
flict- Ibn Khaldun and Dahrcndof 
emphasise (lie role ot asabiya and posi- 
tions of authority. Abul-Husn uses these 
two conceptual keys to address the 
question oh how the war is best under- 
stood: 1 1) by studying the active 
involvement of the warring groups, or 
(2) by investigating the contradictions 
and cleavages' in the social stiucnirc? 
The author" believes that the long-temi 
structural cleavages in Lebanese society 
incapacitated Lhe social structure and 
made it vulnerable for exploitation by 
various communal factions. These 
intractable communal cleavages have 
been kept alive over the years by the 
sectarian drive for positions of power 
and authority and rising asabiya con- 
sciousness among the citizenry. Even 
the existence of political institutions 
reinforced rather than ameliorated con- 
flict between the various groups. For 
example, political parties that have been 
numerous in Lebanon are more orient- 
ed tow'anl preserving the sectarian value 
system than toward a healthy legislative 
life. 


Ahul-Husn suggests thai political life 
in Lebanon, including p»*iitical institu- 
Uun.'i, will be mieClcd with iccLonanism 
and factionalism ».* !*.*ng a' the commu- 
nal social structure remauis segmented 
and splintered. The jutitor ra:v.N but 
never answer"* Yuliy the critical question 
of whether pohuca! instituumia imv 
succeed in the long ran in jccomnvxbt- 
ing and regulating the itruciural cteav - 
ages and ensuing divergent interests that 
beset multi communal v.cieues. After 
all. one is hard pressed to explain the 
relative stabilitv that characterised polii- 
ical life in Lebanon until 1975. It is easy 
to fail into the trap of hindsight and 
araue thai con>cciationaIism failed in 
Lebanon. Abul-Husn implies jusi that 
when he asserts that consociutiona) pvJ- 
itics "failed to establish a more enduring 
political system that would \v self-reg- 
ulating, us well as manage and resolve 
ihe underlying tendency toward con- 
flict" tp. 137 1 The tact remains, how- 
ever. that political institutions, to a cer- 
tain extent, were able to regulaie con- 
tlict and mediate among ihe various 
•croups in Lebanon until the outbreak of 
the 1975 War. The challenge is to assess 
the relative weight and function ol polit- 
ical institutions and find effective and 
rational ways to reform them and 
induce them to act in the national inter- 
est rather titan to advance narrow sec- 
tarian concerns This ambitious goal 
inlomted the attempt to reform the 
National Pact of 1943 that culminated 
in the 1989 Taif Accent and which ter- 
minated the War, and restored the basic 
principles of conscoanonalism to the 
Lebanese political sy stem. 

How successlul has the Tail Accord 
been in addressing and try ing to resolve 
the underlying three main causes 
around which the 1975 War revolved? 
Abul-Husn notes that for the tinte being 
the Accord ended the conflict and 
restored legitimacy to the concept ol 
multi comntunalism and efficiency to 
eonsociational management. However, 
the Accord "fell short of providing an 
all-inclusive conflict resolution mecha- 
nism to Lebanon's sectarian loyalties. 
Although it acknowledged the necessi- 
ty of phasing it out in stages, the accord 
retained eonfessionalism as a founda- 
tion of communal relations. This con- 
tinues to be an issue with significant 
implications for the political sy stem. If 
unresolved. Lehanon will remain in the 
danger zone of repeated episodes of 
violent conflict ip. 1 22 1 . 

In other words, while the Tail Accord 
resolved the political aspect ol the con- 
flict. it has not tackled its underlying 
social origins: “violence may erupt in 
the future if the contradictory social 
conditions again become salient’' tp. 

1 3h. Tlte author laments the fact that 
social institutions were retained, and 
their salience in the new Lebanon was 
rein (breed, not diminished, by the Taif 
Accord. Abul-Husn refrains from a 
frontal onslaught on the Tail Accord 
because he appreciates its short term 
political benefits: the Accord worked 
out a compromise through which com- 
munal entitlemenis were readdressed 
and a semblance of a balance was 
rest wed. 

What is to be done? Abul-Husn 
believes that certain basic features of the 
social structure must be changed, 
including the sectarian regime and com- 
munal relations vis-a-vis the authority 
structure. A divorce bciween communal 
identity and political access may be 
Lebanon’s best hope for lasting peace, 
the author contends. How to bring about 
these changes? The author assigns a 
areal deal of responsibility to the state. 
He calls on Lebanon's decision makers 
to tronsfomi Lebanese society from a 
mbal-like structure into a society where 
the citizen is liberated from his provi- 
sional loyalties. He also calls on the 
state to establish a welfare system that 
provides a viable framework to address 
the individual's needs for stability, iden- 
tity, and economic security. These needs 
now are pursued through the individ- 
ual's affiliation with a communal group, 
political organisation, or kinship sys- 
tem. __ . , 

The importance of The Lebanese 
Conflict is that it raises more questions 
than it attempts to answers. Abu - 
Huso's account is also politically bal- 
anced and conceptually rigorous: he is 
less polemical and more measured and 


reflective. It true Abut-Hu>u\ con- 
cept of the Miciai struciure is nut origi- 
nal. M:uiy wnterv referred lo ilv el t ecu 
of social practices and belietv on 
Lebanese society and pLiInics. L nlikc 
other works, hiwvever. Abul-Husn criti- 
cally examines the evolution, growth. 
jnJ operation of the social structure “ii 
like Lebanese p*;*liry . anJ his focused 
analysis convincingly shows its perni- 
cious and dangerous repercussions. 

However, the author uses the overar- 
ching notion of the social structure* very 
liberally: the social structure does not 
only cause conflict but also contributes j 
to the ftinher weakening of the social , 
structure. It is a deadly, repetitive cycle 
that claims to explain everything. The 
difficulty with any concept that seeks to 
explain everything is thai ii ends up 
explaining nothing. Societal and politi- : 
cal phenomena are very complex and 
dynamic. Indeed, segmented social 1 
structures and processes have played a • 
decisive role in causing political vio- , 
lence in Lebanon. But these structures ; 
and processes cannot be examined or 
isolated separately from socioeconom- 
ic and political dynamics that have • 
equally engendered conllictivc behav- , 
ioural pattems. The concept ot the • 
social sireu-iure is useful in so much as it . 
calls attention to the deep seated com- 
munal and tribal cleavages thai have 1 
bled Lebanon white. The author's focus 
on this concept also helps the reader to 
fully appreciate the complexity of ! 
Lebanon's fragmented civil society and 
inherent political instability, while, at . 
the same time, refraining from the ten- ; 
dency to blame all the country's prob- . 
lems and difficulties on foreign powers. ; 

But the danger of overstretching the ; 
concept of the social structure* leads to 
analytical distortion and simplification. _ 
One may easily lose sight ol the impor- 
tant role of socio-economic anJ politi- ; 
cal factors and the close links between 
iniemal and external politics. Any 
attempt to understand Lebanon s 
predicament must take into account the • 
complex relationship between domes- 
tic, regional and international variables. 
The establishment and continued sur- . 
vival ol Lebanon owes much to this del- , 
ieaie balance. Abul-Husn docs not puy 
adequate attention to this reality. He . 
over stresses the preponderant role of ' 
the social structure at the expense ol 
other equally critical factors. 

Another related slwncoming ol The 
Lebanese Conflict lies in its non-com- 
parative historical structure*. Being a 
work, of political science, ii is rich with 
references to political and sociological 1 
concepts, but it uses history as illustra- 
tion, not as a rich reserv oir of ideas. The 1 
author’s prescriptions :ire also a httle i 
simplistic. His approach may simply be 
summarised as statist. Although state 
institutions need to be urgently and des- 
perately reformed and modernised, nei- 
iher a welfare system nor modernisation 
from top down can do the trick. 

The big challenge facing Lebanon is 
how io transform a communal, sectari- 
an structure into a genuine civil society; 
how to inspire* individuals, with tribal 
and sectarian loyalties, to become tull- 
fledged citizens: how to establish and 
consolidate an independent legal sys- 
tem that protects citizens' rights. The 
struggle for civil society- and true citi- 
zenship in Lebanon should take prece- 
dence over other priorities. Lebanese 
polity would likely remain volatile and 
unstable so long as civil society is sub- 
ordinated to factional sectarian interests. 
Sad as it is. the iransfomiation and cre- 
ation of a genuine civil society in 
Lebanon will take generations, not 
years, to bring about. In this regard, 
education and historical evolution arc as 
important, if not more so. as the role ot 
political leadership. 


77 , t - writer holds the Christian A. John- 
son Chair in International Affairs tuu! 
Middle East Studies at Sarah Lawrence 
College. New York. He Ls the author oj 
America and Political Islam: Clash oj 
Cultures or Clash of Interests ? ( New 
York: Cambridge University Press). 
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Rubin: Sound policies key to ending financial turmoil 

U.S. urges Europe and Japan to help world economy 
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DAVOS. Switzerland (R) 
— The United States Sat- 
urday challenged Europe 
and Japan to finally live 
up to their responsibili- 
ties in the troubled world 
economy and help end a 
stubborn global financial 
crisis that refuses to go 
away. 

Taking the stage at an 
exclusive meeting of 
political, finance and 
business leaders in the 
Swiss Alps. U.S. Trea- 
sury Secretary Robert 
Rubin said the key to 
ending the world's worst 
financial turmoil in half a 
century was to pursue 
sound policies and break 
down barriers to the free 
flow of goods and capi- 
tal. 


But he warned that the 
United States could not 
go it alone. 

“For a healthy global 
economy it's very impor- 
tant for the other indus- 
trial countries in the 
world — Europe and 
Japan — to focus aggres- 
sively on promoting 
domestic demand-led 
growth and substantially 
reduce formal and infor- 
mal barriers to trade." he 
said at the World Eco- 
nomic Forum. 

Rubin’s plea came a 
day after U.S. Vice Presi- 
dent A1 Gore delivered a 
similarly strong message 
to Tokyo: "Please, we 
need your help to deal 
with this global econom- 
ic crisis." 


Washington's calls on 
Japan to pull itself up by 
the bootstraps have 
become more urgent over 
recent months as the situ- 
ation in the world's num- 
ber two economy has 
shown no sign of 
improvement. Without 
growth in Japan, U.S. 
officials say, the rest of 
Asia has no chance of 
emerging from its own 
deep slump. 

As to Europe, Washing- 
ton has warned the conti- 
nent not to forget the 
urgent need for structural 
reforms that would boost 
labour mobility and cut 
red tape as its leaders 
concentrate on making 
the new single currency, 
the euro, work. 


But Japan's seemingly 
endless economic slide 
has stirred even greater 
worries — and despera- 
tion — in Washington. 

U.S. officials*’ have 
repeatedly warned Tokyo 
to deal with its precari- 
ous fiscal situation and 
ailing banking sector 
right away or risk being 
relegated to the rank of a 
second-rate economy. 

In a sign of growing 
desperation over Tokyo's 
slow response, Rubin 
Friday signalled Wash- 
ington may no longer be 
opposed to using mone- 
tary policy to shore up 
the Japanese economy. 

He stopped short of 
endorsing suggestions 
that Tokyo should print 


more money to kick-start 
languishing domestic 
demand but said Japan 
needed to look at “all 
available policy tools” 
while careftiily consider- 
ing the effects of using 
monetary policy. 

Rubin " reiterated his 
strong opposition to 
manipulating currencies 
or rein in the free flow of 
capital to that end. 

Rejecting European 
calls to establish target 
zones for the world's 
major currencies. Rubin 
said the key to more sta- 
bility in the world’s free- 
wheeling foreign 

exchange markets was 
sound "underlying poli- 
cies and the will to stick 
with them. 


A sensible exchange 
rate regime “means float- 
ing rates supported by 
sound policies.” he said, 
adding that aiming at 
specific currency levels 
or even ranges’ risked 
deflecting from the over- 
arching need to pursue 
sound domestic policies. 

“As we look back over 
the experience of this cri- 
sis, we can see that the 
absolute key to financial 
stability and economic 
growth is consistent 
adherence to strong 
macroeconomic and 
structural policy" he said 
in the text of prepared 
remarks. 

Rubin said such poli- 
cies were not only key to 
calrains volatile currencv 


markets but also to main- 
taining the confidence of 
skittish international 
investors. Trying to rein 
in the free flow of capital 
was the wrong way to go 
about it, he said. 

“Over time they retard 
growth, deter investment 
from abroad, become 
harder and harder to 
administer, and are often 
used as a substitute for 
reform,” he added. 

Rubin, his spirits boost- 
ed by evidence that the 
U.S. economy remains 
by far the most powerful 
growth engine in the 
world even in its eighth 
year of uniterrupted 
expansion, insisted that 
all signs pointed to con- 
tinued solid erowth in the 


year ahead. 

He played down wor- 
ries over the nation's bal- 
looning trade deficit, 
boosted to record levels 
as exports to crisis-rid- 
den nations have plum- 
meted and imports 
surged, and insisted the 
key response should be. 
more openness to trade- 
elsewhere. 

Washington, for its 
part, was committed to 
open markets. 

“It is almost impossi- 
ble.. .to avoid the conclu- 
sion that the United 
States has simply been 
more open to absorbing 
the exports of countries, 
seeking to recover from 
crisis." Rubin said. 
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Asian leaders see no return to pre-crisis growth 


DAVOS. Switzerland 
(AFP) — Asian economies 
will recover from their 
financial crisis over the 
next few years, but should 
not aspire to return to pre- 
crisis growth levels which 
were unsustainable. Asian 
leaders said Saturday. 

Singapore Senior Minis- 
ter Lee Kuan Yew said the 
post-crisis economic cli- 
mate was fundamentally 
different from that which 
fostered the Asian miracle 
of the 1980s and 1990s. 

"If they restore confi- 
dence and the economy 
begins to tick again, it will 
take two, three, four, maybe 
five years in some coun- 
tries." he told the World 
Economic Forum (WEF) 
annual meeting in the Swiss 
ski resort of Davos. 

But he added: “1 do not 
see growth recovering at 
six. eight, or 10 per cent, 
because those .. halcvon 


days are over. We are going 
to face a different worlil 
more competitive, more 
severe." 

The Asian crisis, as well 
as the economic storms 
afflicting Russia and Brazil, 
are a dominant theme of 
this year's meeting, which 
has as its theme “Responsi- 
ble Globality." 

The WEF meeting gathers 
together some 1 .000 global 
business chiefs with more 
than 250 politicians and 
heads of state and govern- 
ment. 

Hong Kong chief execu- 
tive Tung Chee Hwa agreed 
with Lee. and said Asian 
leaders must look to eco- 
nomic fundamentals. 

“There is no particular 
magic policy, we need to 
constantly go back to the 
basics, how to rebuild the 
confidence," he stressed." 
Countries in Asia will come 
to crips with their problems 


at different speeds." 

Referring to U.S. eco- 
nomic woes in the late 
1980s and European prob- 
lems. he said: “I have no 
doubt all of us in Asia will 
go through the painful 
process. It may take some 
time, but we will come out 
of it too." 

The importance of 
Japan's role in supporting 
global recovery has been a 
theme of talks at the Davos 
meeting. US Vice-President 
AI Gore said Friday: “The 
stakes are very high," and 
appealed to Japan: “Please, 
we need your help to deal 
with this global economic 
crisis." 

Lee said that crisis-hit 
East Asian economies can 
recover without a turn- 
around in Japan, but only to 
a limited extent. “Can we 
bounce back without a 
Japanese recovery, yes we 
can bounce back but not to 


the growth levels seen 
before the Asian crisis," he 
said Friday. 

The Singapore leader said 
an educated workforce 
would be the crucial asset 
for Asian countries seeking 
to recover and develop into 
knowledge-based 
economies. This was in 
stark contrast to Asia's pre- 
vious boom years. 

“The last time it was sim- 
ply Taking them from agri- 
culture and putting them in 
industry, assembly line pro- 
duction." he said. “The 
countries that are likely to 
do well in the next stage of 


the recovery are those with 
a wo deforce who are educat- 
ed and trained for a knowl- 
edge-based economies." 
Tung concluded with a 
warning that world leaders 
must not neglect moves to 
support Asia's recovery, as 
they react to the other crises 
in places like Russia and 
Brazil. 

“If the lights go out in 
Asia the impact on the 
global economy will be 
really unimaginable," he 
said. 
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Iran expects to earn 
$12b from oil exports 





The Consul General of the 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
in the Dominican Republic 

BISHARA ISSA Ml LAD EH 

Congratulates 


HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS CROWN 
PRINCE ARDULLAH REN AL HUSSEIN 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran, the 
second largest oil producer in 
the Middle East, expects to earn 
S12 billion from such exports 
this year, seconding to forecasts 
made by parliament 

The assembly anticipated 
total revenues of $10.6 billion 
from crude exports and another 
SI. 47 billion from the sale of 
oil-related products. 

The figures were set out in 
the government's proposed 
budget for next year, which 
aims to cut state spending fol- 
lowing collapsing oil prices in 
the past year. 

Iran has been hard hit by 
falling crude prices and expects 


at least a S5 billion deficit for 
the coming fiscal year. 

The country is counting on 
crude sales receipts of SI 1.8 a 
barrel, although Iranian crude is 
currently selling at around S9 a 
barrel. 

Iran depends on oil exports 
for over SO per cent of its hard 
currency earnings and its econ- 
omy is immensely vulnerable 
to price fluctuations. 

The parliament this month 
approved a 75 per cent rise in 
domestic petrol prices, though 
the hike was considerably less 
than the 275 per cent increase 
the government demanded in a 
bid to cut public spending. 
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THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Williams 


ACROSS 
1 Freer from risk 
6 Conform 
11 Gratuity 

14 Banish 

15 "Kama 1 

16 Fish eggs 

17 Swarms (wfth) 

18 Monarch 
20 Oaf 

22 Luanda 
resident 

23 Frenzied 

25 Football play 
28 Unit of radiation 
wavelengths 

30 Golfer's gadget 

31 Mob melees 

32 Robes in 
ancient Rome 

34 Adjective for 
the Beaties 

37 Stick H out 

38 Kind of palm 

39 Wizard 

40 Roach or 
Holbrook 

41 Old World finch 

42 Short-term 
investment, for 
short 

43 Gossip sheet 

44 Combat zone 
46 Football penalty 

50 Pennies: abbr. 

51 Cooking heib 

52 Actress Vidal 
54 Affectionate 

couple 

57 Group of eight 

60 Compass pL 

61 Female 
vampire 

62 Donizetti opera, 
*_di 

Lammermoor* 

63 Observe 

64 English county 

65 Arlene and 
Roald 

DOWN 

1 Tennis unit 

2 Lumberjack's 
tool 

3 Football score 

4 Sailor's saint 

5 Effects 

6 Egyptian 
homed viper 
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Andy Capp 


By Stanley B. Whitten 
Northbrook, IL 

7 Pair 

8 _ of roses 

9 Before birth 

10 Snarls 

11 Musical refrain 

12 Jots 

13 Hammer heads 
19 Drink heavily 
21 Black goo 

23 Wetland 

24 'Gentlemen 
Prefer Blondes" 
writer Loos 

26 Carrier 

27 Acting the ham 
29 Barnyard 

enclosure 

33 Columbus's 
port 

34 Punt-returner's 
signal 

35 Shoelace tip 

36 Lugosi and 
Barak 

38 Showy flowers 

39 Wharton 
School deg. 

41 PrintabfB 

42 Merest grip 

43 Storm 


□□OH 00000 0D00 

ooeih 00000 oman 
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■ QQSE1 0O000 ■ 
0000013 00000000 
□BHD □ 00000 000 
□BUH 0DD0B 0000 
□00 00000 00000 
0O00D00D 0D000D 
M BBBOB 0000 ■ 

□D0000 00000000 
□000 0000000000 
0000 00D00 00Q0 
BBBB BBBHH D00Q 
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45 Prime meridian 53 S. American 

letters nation 

46 Bob and 55 Board-game 

Elizabeth cube 

47 Irregularity 56 Jazqr 

notched Instrument 

48 Landing place 58 Be ID 

on a river 59 Prosecuting 

49 Shapes officers: abbr. 



asked me to make my cooking 
more attractive, so I glued iashes 
°n the black-eyed peas” 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ona nary words. 


CANKS 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAt£ 
by Howl Arnold and MHn Aitfrkvr 


SYSEM 



"fl’H be working 
the midnight shift 
tomorrow 

WHAT THE BORE P 
■REPORTER ENPEt? 
UP WITH 
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Jordanian pharmaceutical companies seek 
‘ contract manufacturing’ agreements with 
multinational strategic partners 


** ACCORDING TO the Jordanian 
Association of Pharmaceutical and 
Medical Appliances Manufacturers, the 
volume of medicines subject to patent is 
estimated at $12 million. The associa- 
tion's president, Maher Matalqa, said the 
national pharmaceutical industry has 
been able to compete with international 
companies by exercising quality control 
on the products before and after manu- 
facturing. 

Matalqa added that the Jordanian 
industry fully complies with internation- 
al standards and specifications and is 
committed to the “good manufacturing 
principles.” He indicated that many com- 
panies have acquired the ISO 9001 cer- 
tificate and the approval of the U.S. Food 
and Drug Administration noting that 
Jordanian pharmaceutical products are 
available in the U.S. tbarkeL 

He rejected pressure from a U.S. lobby 
group of pharmaceutical researchers and 
manufacturers to cut the transitional peri- 
od for Jordanian drug industry in the 
negotiations to join the WTO (World 
Trade Organisation). “The transitional 
period is very important for the pharma- 
ceutical industry to adjust and adapt in 
order to enable it enter the international 
markets.'’ Matalqa said noting that the 
U.S. is pressuring for full implementa- 
tion of the agreement from day one after 
joining the WTO. According to a report 
from the U.S. lobby group, the U.S. com- 
panies lose $9 billion annually for the 
lack of intellectual property rights and of 
market controls that regulate prices in 
other producing countries. 


Matalqa stressed that the latest survey 
conducted by the association showed the 
volume of medicines subject to patents to 
be around $12 million including exports. 
He highlighted the most important chal- 
lenge facing the pharmaceutical industry 
to be in abiding by international agree- 
ments such as the Jordanian-European 
partnership and WTO accords. The 
agreements stipulate abiding by TRJPs or 
intellectual property rights and give a 
ten-year transitional period for adjust- 
ment starting from Jan. 1. 1995. 

The association president urged finding 
new markets to export generic medicines 
to them. “We are seriously thinking of 
exporting to the European Union (EU) as 
some Jordanian companies have been 
able to register some of their products in 
EU states,” he said. “Moreover we have 
started an integrated programme in coop- 
eration with the Swedish government to 
rehabilitate the pharmaceutical industry 
in order to enter the international mar- 
kets." 

The rehabilitation covers training and 
conforming standards and specifications, 
Matalqa said noting that sales of medi- 
cines in the EU states is expected to 
amount to $12 billion next year. He 
emphasised the importance of finding 
multinational strategic partners to give 
franchise licensing to Jordanian compa- 
nies for exporting purposes noting that 
the search is underway for strategic man- 
ufacturing partners at Jordanian plants in 
what is described as “contract manufac- 
turing” (A1 Ra’i). 



HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY, JANUARY 31, 1999 


By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services , Inc. 



ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) You don't 
have any trouble talking your friends into 
doing whatever you have in mind. The trick 
is finding a way to finance it It might feel 
like some of your dreams are being thwarted, 
but don’t give up on them: Just put them on 
hold for a while. You’ll think of something. 
You always do. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Looks like 
people are trying to tell you how to live your 
life today. A little of that goes a long way 
with you, but don't be rude. Just tell the help- 
ful busybodies that your life is pretty much ■ 
the way you want it, and you’ll let them 
know if you need advice. Then, get back to 
your favourite Sunday activity; lounging in 
luxury! 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You may 
have a bit of a hangover, or a few aches and 
pains. Well, that’s what happens when you 
push life to the limit. Don’t complain. Most 
of your friends are probably in the same con- 
dition. You could commiserate with them, 
but what’s the point? It’ll do you more good 
to rest up. You’ll need to be in top form again 
tomorrow. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 22) If you feel 
like having company over or visiting friends 
today, pick people you can be yourself 
around. This is a sweat pants kind of Sunday. 
You've had enough adventures for a while. 
What you need now is to relax into some- 
thing familiar. Play a game you’ve played a 
thousand times before, with people whose 
moves you know by heart. 

LEO: (July 23 to August 22) Some of the 
older people you’ll be running into today are 
really stuck in their ways. You and your 
friend keep trying to rattle their cages, but 
they will not be budged. Actually, the people 
in question are often warm, loving and sym- 
pathetic. but only when treated kindly. Be 
aware today of the influence your behaviour 
has on the results you're achieving. 

VIRGO: (August 23 to September 22) The 
far horizon has been beckoning for ages, but 
you've just been too busy. Today you could 
come up with the same excuse, but don't. 
Pick out the three most important chores, and 
do them. Then put your guilt to rest. You 
need to stretch your legs and your mind 
every once in a while, by doing something 
just for the sheer fun of it. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 23) 


Looks like there may be financial complica- 
tions regarding travel plans today, but it real- 
ly depends on what your true love has to say. 
If be or she wants to go. you could be talked 
into it If not, then you’re staying home. 
Libra is the sign of partnerships. Offer your 
own opinions, so your partner will know 
which way to help you decide. 

S’CORPIO: (October 24 to November 21) 
Today is a good day to make serious deci- 
sions about love, romance, real estate, career, 
children, marriage... and whatever else you 
can think of. Consider every option carefully. 
If you're allowing your sweetheart to partic- 
ipate. you’ll have even more interesting 
things to think about That’s highly recom- 
men ded. b y the way. 

SAGHTARIUS: (November 22 to 

December 2 1 ) You might get the urge to have 
a garage sale today. Once you get the garage 
cleaned out. could actually get the car in it 
and thus increase its longevity. And once the 
car is a classic antique, it’ll be even more 
valuable. So you can see how having a 
garage sale could greatly increase your over- 
all net worth. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 
19) There's lots of stuff in fixed signs today, 
slowing things down, like molasses in 
January. Traffic will be like chaL 
Conversations will be like that too. Your 
head may feel that way. If so, its only because 
you took yesterday's advice and got fully 
self-expressed. Its important to do that every 
once in a while. 

AQUARIUS: (January 20 to February IS) If 
you decide not to think about anything more 
serious than which buttons to push on the 
remote today, you may be forgiven. Your 
mind has had quite a workout lately, and it 
needs time to regenerate, as does the rest of 
vou, most likely. Declare today a day of resL 
PISCES: (February 19 to March 20) If 
you’re a typical Pisces, you learn better by 
listening than by reading. If you're having 
trouble with a difficult subject, gel a video on 
it Pisces is the sign of film and one of the 
signs representing television, and other being 
Aquarius. Since the sun is in Aquarius, you 
have permission to watch TV today — hope- 
fully the educational channels. 

Birthstone of January: Garnet — Rose 
Quartz 


Microsoft 
overtakes- 
GE to top 
FT500 

LONDON (AFP) — 
Microsoft has overtaken 
General Electric (GE) as 
the world's most valuable 
company, according to the 
FT500, the Financial 
Tunes’ annual ranking of 
companies around the 
globe. 

The paper said the 
reversed ranking for the 
two U.S. conglomerates 
reflected the markets’ con- 
tinuing enthusiasm for 
technology stocks over the 
last 1 2 months. 

The survey orders firms 
by their market capitalisa- 
tion — the share price mul- 
tiplied by the number of 
shares issued. Microsoft 
was worth S271.S54.4 mil- 
lion, said the FT. while GE 
was worth $258,871.3 mil- 
lion. 

Next came Exxon. Royal 
Dutch/Shell — the only 
non-American company in 
the top 10 — Merck, 
Pfizer. Intel. Coca-Cola. 
Wal-Mart Stores and 
International Business 
Machines. 

Overall. 244 of the top 
500 firms were American, 
said the paper, 173 were 
European, 46 were 
Japanese, 20 were from the 
Asia-Pacific region. 10 
were Canadian, four were 
Latin American, two were 
Middle Eastern and one 
was British- Australian. 

Changes from the previ- 
ous year reflected surging 
U.S. and European equity, 
markers over 1998. accord-, 
mg to the FT, poorly per- 
forming emerging markers, 
economic crisis in Japan, a 
wave of mergers in the 
U.S. and Europe and 
increasing values for tech- 
nology stocks. 


Total 
profits 
fall 9% 

PARIS (AFP) — Total has 
reported that net profits, 
excluding non recurrent 
items, had fallen by nine per 
cent to 6.9 billion francs 
( 1 .05 billion euros, $ 1 .2 bil- 
lion) in 1998. 

The result was in line with 
forecasts by most analysts. 

Operating profits, 'exclud- 
ing non-recurrent items, fell 
by 8.2 per cent to 12.5 bil- 
lion francs (1.91 billion 
euros). Total said. 

The fall of the price of oil 
reduced profits overall by 
4.1 billion francs but 
growth of business and an 
increase of productivity 
boosted profits by 1.7 bil- 
lion francs, company presi- 
dent Thierry Desmarest 
said. 

Sales fell by 16.8 per cent 
to 159 billion francs (24.24 
billion euros). 

Net earnings per share fell 
by 9.4 per cent to 28.1 
francs (4.2S euros), exclud- 
ing non-recurrent items. 

The average price of a 
barrel of North Sea Brent 
oil fell by 34 per cent last 
year to $12.7 per barrel 
from $19.1 in 1997, the 
company said. 

But refining margins 
increased by eight per cent 
to $16.9 per tonne from 
$15.6 in 1997. . 


Study: Worldwide 1998 persona! 
computer sales up 15 per cent 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Global sales of personal 
computers (PCs) grew 15 
per cent in 1998 due to 
strong demand in the United 
States and Europe, the mar- 
ket research group 
Dataquest said Friday. 

"Affordability and grow- 
ing relevance of Internet 
content is sustaining dou- 
ble-digit PC growth in the 
United Stares,” said 
Dataquest’s Bill Schaub. 

“Dataquest's latest survey 
suggests that as many as 37 
per cent of U.S. households 
are now connected to die 
Internet. ” be said. 

Compaq Computers held 
its lead in the worldwide 
personal computer industry, 
with nearly 14 per cent mar- 
ket share in 1998. Dataquest 
said. 

IBM remained second in 


full-year 1998 market share 
ranking, but Dell 
Computers finished a much 
closer third than in 1997, 
having seen 65 per cent 
growth in sales over the 
year. 

The industry's healthy 
fourth quarter growth 
helped push it to a strong 
finis h for the year, the report 
found. 

According to preliminary 
estimates from another 
research group, 

International Data Corp. 
(IDC), total shipments of 
personal computers rose to 
27.3 million units in the 
fourth quarter 

That represented a 23 per 
cent rise from the previous 
quarter's figure and a 15 per 
cent rise over 1997’s fourth 
quarter. 

Though Compaq retained 


Hikma Investment 
raises $8.8 million 
in private placement 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Hikma 
Investment, the largest phar- 
maceutical company in 
Jordan, and one of die few pri- 
vately held multinational 
generic pharmaceutical com- 
panies in die world, offered 
1,208,333 shares — repre- 
senting approximately 7.1 per 
cent of its capital — to new 
and accredited investors in a 
private placement The offer- 
ing closed at a price of $7.25 
per share. The Export and 
Finance. Bank, and Adas 
Investment Group co-man- 
aged the offering. 

International institutional 
and venture capital funds took 
the lion's share of fee offering 
wife the remaining shares dis- 
tributed across smaller 
investors. 

Hikma Investment own pro- 
duction facilities in Portugal, 
the United States, Saudi 
Arabia in addition to Jordan 
and has a broad and diversi- 
fied export market. 

‘Tart of the company’s suc- 
cess has been our flexibility of 
having several operations 
which can complement each 
other when necessary.” said 
Said Darwazah, chairman and 
chief executive of Hikma 
Investment 

“Hikma Investment has 
developed fee flexibility of 
supply, economies of scale, 
and broad market access that 
are essential to modem trans- 
national industry/’ he added. 

The proceeds of the offering 
will be used mainly toward 
funding ongoing capital 


expenditures, and the intro- 
duction of new products. 

“Despite fee recent turmoil 
in global equity markets and 
the corrections raking place 
worldwide, we were able to 
close fee placement ax a price 
of 21 times 1997 earnings (18 
times 1998 fully diluted 
expected earnings)," Ali A) 
Husry, chairman and chief 
executive of the Export and 
Finance Bank, said 
“Based on_ .experienced 
managemen t, stro ng growth 
fundamentals, and solid finan- 
cials, Hikma Investment rep- 
resented an attractive long- 
term investment opportunity ," 
A1 Husry added 
Hikma Investment was 
established in 1991 to consol- 
idate fee ownership of all fee 
Hikma group's subsidiary 
companies throughout the 
Middle East, North Africa, 
Europe, and the United Stares. 
The company's subsidiaries 
all produce high quality phar- 
maceuticals in finished 
dosage form and bulk chemi- 
cals and have extensive global 
marketing and distribution 
capabilities. All the major sub- 
sidiaries in operation have 
been inspected and approved 
by the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) — fee 
only pharmaceutical manu- 
facturer in the Arab Middle 
East to have FDA approval. 
To dare, the holdings of 
Hikma Investment total $108 
million in assets wife 1998 net 
earnings expected to exceed 
$6.4 milli on- 


Yahoo! agrees to buy 
GeoCities for $4.58b 


NEW YORK (AP) — Yahoo! 
Inc. has announced that it is 
buying GeoCities Inc. far $458 
billion in a deal that creates the 
largest Web gateway and speeds 
die fevered spree of consolida- 
tions among Internet compa- 
nies. 

The deal gives Yahoo! anoth- 
er powerful brand name while 
helping Geocities reach more 
Web users. 

“We anticipate maintaining 
GeoCities as a stand-alone, very, 
very strong brand. There's a lot 
of brand equity in this compa- 
ny,” said Tun Koogle, Yahool’s 
chief executive officer. 

Yahoo!, based in Santa Clara, 
California, already has a minor- 
ity investment in GeoCities, a 


Santa Monica company that 
provides space for Web pages 
created by individuals. 

Dealmaking has accelerated 
recently in the Internet business 
even as the stock market has 
pushed fee prices of many com- 
panies to new highs. 

At Home Corp. agreed this 
month to buy Yahoo! competi- 
tor Excite Inc. in a deal valued at 
$6.7 billion. America Online 
Inc. agreed Last fall to buy 
Netscape Communications 
Corp- for about $42 billion. 

The deal puts pressure on 
Lycos Inc., the fourth most visit- 
ed Web site, to find a partner in 
the fast- shrinking pool of inde- 
pendent search and directory 
services, known as portals. 


its leadership in both global 
and U.S. market share, it 
saw its U.S. market share in 
the fourth quarter fall to 
18.1 per cent from 19.0 per 
cent in the year-earlier peri- 
od. IDC said. 

IBM's global market 
share for the quarter shrank 
to 8 2 per cent from 8.6 per 
cent in the year earlier peri- 
od, IDC reported. 

Meanwhile, Dell saw its 
global market share rise to 
7.9 per cent from 5.5 per 
cent in the quarter. Deli's 
U.S. market share rose to 
12.8 per cent from 9.9 per 
cent in the year earlier peri- 
od. 

The U.S. market for per- 
sonal computers was char- 
acterised by ferocious price 
competition, according to 
the IDC study. 

"Windows 98, Apple’s 


Mac, and low-cost Wimel 
(Windows-Intel based PCs) 
systems fuelled consumer 
demand in the second half 
of the year,” IDC said. “The 
year finished with a bang as 
bargain-conscious con- 
sumers picked up PCs in 
record numbers during the 
holiday season.” 

Western European mar- 
kets also helped sustain the 
industry's momentum, with 
faster rares of growth in 
sales than in any other 
region for the full year. 

But rising sales in both the 
United States and Europe 
were somewhat offset by 
the pummelling impact on 
PC market growth of eco- 
nomic slumps in Japan, the 
Asia-Pacific region and 
Eastern Europe. IDC report- 
ed. 
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Many villas and 
apartments for 
rent and sale 

Furnished & Unfurnished 

For mors information call: 
Abdoun Real Estate 

5920605/5920609/) 079/530007 
Web Site is 
www.abdou n.com.Jo 


DAJANI JEWELLERS "WE DEFINE STYLE 


Studio Haig 

Professional quality in 
1 hour service . 
Develop your cdow film, 
at our shop ami get 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% target. 

* Free enlargement 
20x30 cm. 


Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grincflays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
SwelftehTel: 822891 



★One & Two Bedrooms * Fully 
Equipped Kitchenettes *DaDy & 
Long Slay * Reasonable Rates 


5th Circle 

TeL: 5692672 - Fta: 5674551 

e-mail : crytolO go.com.jo 


If; FOR 
RENT 

Deluxe Villas 
and Apartments 



JL mxtxjcx 


At 6th Circle 
Tel.: 5510001 


The Wedding Place 

Your one night in a life time 
Contact our Banquet Manager. 


w©ur 


Amra Forum Hotel 
Amman 




Bayerischer Hof 

German Restaurant 
LUNCH: 1 2:30p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
dinner: 6:30p.m. - 1 1 :30 p.m. 
German coffee and cakes served all day 

Sweifieh - A1 Hamra Strew Tel: 5819730 1 5810811 
PO Box 6555, Amman-) 1 1 18 Jordan 
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Hingis combats Mauresmo power for third Open title 

n.ici daitdmc ■ i n~ ■iiiT tm —t ■!! i '~rar~7W~BlllMllWirmrMnM asainst her in her ODeninc 


MELBOURNE (R> — 
Martina Hingis won her 
third consecutive 

Australian Open women’s 
singles tide when she out- 
classed unseeded 

Frenchwoman Amelie 
Mauresmo 6-2 6-3 in an 
emotion-charged final on 
Saturday. 

The Swiss teenager 
locked a brave Mauresmo 
out of a one-sided match 
by taking the ball early to 
neutralise her nervous 
opponent's power and top- 
spin. 

Mauresmo's courage 
shone when she saved six 
championship points 
against her serve in an 
enthralling final game, 
only to succumb on the 
seventh with a netted low- 
forehand volley. 

But the final and post- 
match celebrations were 
dogged by a continuing 
spat over comments by 
second seed Hingis and 
World No.l Lindsay 
Davenport likening 

Mauresmo to a man in a 
distracting lead-up to the 
final. 

“Both of them apolo- 
gised, so I don’t want to 
talk about it any more.” 
Mauresmo told reporters 
after her first grand slam 
final appearance. 

The powerfully-built 
Mauresmo fought back 
from one set down to upset 
Davenport in the semifi- 
nals. stunning the top seed 
with her raw power. 

Davenport later said she 
thought at times she was 
playing a man. a theme 
taken up later by Hingis. 

The comments sparked a 
flurry of local media inter- 
est in Mauresmo and her 
relationship with girlfriend 
Sylvie Bourdon, whom 
Mauresmo thanked after 


V* 





Second seeded Martina Hingis (R) of Switzerland displays her trophy and kangaroo 
mascot after winning her third consecutive Australian Open title by defeating unseed- 
ed Amelie Mauresmo IL) of France in the final of the 1999 Australian Open in 
Melbourne Saturday. Defending champion Hingis defeated Mauresmo in straight sets 
6-2, 6-3 (AFP photo) 


the final. 

“Thank you Christophe, 
thank you Sylvie for being 
here with me. I love you 
both and maybe next time, 
I hope.** Mauresmo said in 
French to Bourdon and to 
coach Christophe 

Foumiere after accepting 
the runner-up’s silver 
plate. 

Davenport on Friday 
accused the media of tak- 
ing her comments out of 
context. Hingis has denied 
she had said to German 
reporters on Thursday that 
Mauresmo was “half a 
man" and flatly refused to 
say any more after the 
final. 


“It’s just between me and 
her. What’s going on 
besides that, nobody needs 
to know.” Hingis told 
reporters. 

Hounded off court by 
local television crews. 
World No. 29 Mauresmo 
was out-thought on it by a 
clinical Hingis. 

The Swiss second seed 
fought back from 0-40 
down in the eighth game of 
the second set to enforce 
what proved to be a crucial 
advantage after the final- 
ists twice swapped service 
breaks earlier in the set 

Then came the remark- 
able final game when 
Hingis repeatedly planted 


winners to all comers of 
the court, only for the 1 996 
world junior champion ro 
claw back from the brink 
with winners of her own. 

The 1 9-year-old drew 
Mauresmo into long rallies 
to dictate the course of 
points in the early stages of 
the match and broke her 
serve twice in a lopsided 
opening set. 

“The" score at the end 
pretty much says how it 
was. 1 made the important 
points better," Hingis said. 

"This time I was more 
experienced and that 
helped me a lot." 
Mauresmo clawed back 
from two match points 


against her in her opening 
round match against 
.American Corina Morariu. 

She showed the same 
fighting spirit against 
Hingis, as well as brief 
flourishes of the form that 
saw her upset Davenport 
and seeded players Party 
Schnyder and Dominique 
Van Roost en route ro the 
final. 

Hingis countered with 
deft service placement, net 
rushes and astute choice of 
shots in patient rallies. 

Mauresmo conceded that 
Hingis had too much expe- 
rience for her, a factor 
which told on the big 
points. 

“I’m going to learn how 
to deal with a grand slam 
final. 

It’s a lot of pressure, a lot 
of tension,” she said. 

The win gave Hingis her 
fifth grand slam singles 
title after winning 
Wimbledon and the U.S. 
Open in 1997. It was also 
her sixth Australian title, 
her three successive sin- 
gles titles matched by three 
straight doubles wins. 

The match was the first 
Australian Open final 
between two teenagers 
since Margaret Smith beat 
Jan Lehane in 1961. 

Mauresmo can take some 
comfort from the fact her 
performance in Melbourne 
will catapault her into the 
top 20 in the world rank- 
ings. 

Hingis, however, will fall 
a few points short of over- 
taking Davenport as num- 
ber one in the next rank- 
ings list due out on 
Monday. 

Davenport took the top 
spot from Hingis after 
beating her in last year’s 
U.S. Open final. 



Martina Hingis of Switzerland celebrates setting up match point during her win over 
Amelie Mauresmo of France in the women's final at the Australian Open (AFP photo) 


Rafter-Bjorkman win doubles against 
Paes and Bhupathi 


Kafelnikov the unlikely underdog in final 


MELBOURNE. Australia fAP) — 
Patrick Rafter got his first Grand 
Slam title on home soil while Jonas 
Bjorkman defended the doubles 
championship he won last year with 
Jacco Eltingh. 

But for Indians Leander Paes and 
Mahesh Bhupathi. Saturday's five- 
set loss in the Australian Open 
men’s doubles championship was 
just another in a long line of devas- 
tating Grand Slam defeats. 

"Sure We’re disappointed because 
we fought like hell to even the 
match at two sets all.” said 
Bhupathi. “Hopefully we’ll take it a 
step further next time.” Rafter and 
Bjorkman, the fifth seeds, received 
rowdy support from a combined 
Australia- Sweden cheer squad and 
scored a thrilling 6-3, 4-6. 6-4, 6-7 
(JO-12;. 6-4 win. 

Paes and Bhupathi. the top seeds 
and playing a 10th Slam together, 
had lost all four Grand Slam semi- 
finals they played in before this, 
tournament. 


Bjorkman and Eltingh knocked 
out Paes and Bhupathi in last year’s 
Australian Open semifinals and the 
Swede joined up with Rafter after 
Eltingh ’s retirement. 

Rafter, the No. 4 singles player, 
and Bjorkman, who was No. 4 at 
the end of 1997, make an impres- 
sive doubles team and reached the 
semifinals at last year’s Wimbledon 
and French Open championships. 

Rafter, the two-time U.S. Open 
singles champion, was overjoyed to 
take a trophy in front of home fans, 
who engaged in synchronized 
cheering along with the Swedish 
supporters. 

“This is the first time I’ve been up 
here in front of you guys and I’ve 
always dreamed of this,” Rafter 
told the crowd. 

“I never thought it would be in the 
doubles but let’s hope it’s in the 
singles. I might get it one year.” 
Later, Rafter said the reception 
from the crowd made him feel 
“happier out there than winning the 


second U.S. Open." Rafter and 
Bjorkman started strongly and 
raced through the first set. The 
Indians fought back by breaking 
Rafter at 4-5 to claim the second set 
but Paes lost his opening serve of 
the third set. 

Rafter lost his serve at 2-1 but 
Paes, the weaker of the pair all 
match, lost his sene again in the 
ninth game, allowing Bjorkman to 
serve out the set. 

The fourth set went all the way on 
serve, although the Inidans had a 
set point on Rafter’s serve at 4-5. 

The tiebreaker was a tense battle 
with the teams trading mini-breaks. 
Rafter and Bjorkman had a match- 
point in the breaker but Paes put in 
a strong sene to get his team back 
on level terms before it finished off 
the set. 

The only break of sene in the 
fifth, on Paes’ sene at 4-5, was 
enough to give away the title. 
Rafter’s volley on a second match 
point ended the contest. 


MELBOURNE <R> — 

Former, French Open chant: 
pion Yevgeny Kafelnikov 
will be the unlikely underdog 
on Sunday when he comes 
up against Swedish danger 
man Thomas Enqvist in the 
Australian Open men's final. 

Until this week. Enqvist 
had never progressed past the 
quarter-finals of a grand slam 
tournament 

Yet Enqvist has beaten die 
Russian 10th seed in straight 
sets in their two previous 
meetings in finals, has an 
overall 4-2 head-to-head 
advantage, and is die hottest 
player on tour with an 11- 
match winning streak. 

“Hopefully I will get my 
chances, but I feel like I'm 
definitely the underdog," 
Kafelnikov said after routing 
German Tommy Haas in the 
semifinals. 

In the absence of Pete 
Sampras, with the withrawal 
of Marcelo Rios and Goran 
Ivanisevic, and with the pre- 
mature defeat of bis names 


such as Carlos Moya and Pat 
Rafter, the men^ tournament^ 
has been a disappqinmient 
for organisers hopmg'ro draw ' 
in the crowds with big 
names. 

But the final could have 
been much worse. A few 
days ago there was the possi- 
bility of Haas meeting 
Ecuadorean Nicolas Lapenrti 
in a veritable battle of the 
unknowns. 

Kafelnikov and • Enqvist 
have quite a lot in common 

Both of them are 24 and 
both have been top 10 play- 
ers. The hairi-working 
Kafelnikov has won 1 7 of 30 
career finals. Enqvist an 
impressive 14 of 17 includ- 
ing the Adelaide hardcourt 
title three weeks ago. 

Both also endured poor 
years in 1998 before drag- 
ging themselves back into 
form. Enqvist warmed up for 
the Australian Open with 
wins in Adelaide and in an 
exhibition event in 
Melbourne. Kafelnikov fin- . 


ished off 1998 by making the 
final at two of his test three - 
tournaments. - 

-“In ‘98 it was a disaster 
year for me, except the last 
three weeks of the year." 
Kafelnikov said. 

“You know, the year-end- 
ing was perfect and right 
after that I knew I was com- 
ing back. 

“That’s why I’m ready to 
win again, to win a big tour- 
nament. 

This is the best opportunity, 
probably, in a grand slam that 
I ever had to win.” In an 
effort to get his game back on 
track, Kafelnikov hired a 
new coach. Larry Stefanki. 
and the first thing they 
worked on was his serve. 

That is that aspect of the 
game that Kafelnikov is 
banking on in the final. 

“Without a serve you can- 
not win the match, you can- 
not win the tournament,” he 
said 

For Enqvist there were few 


highlights in 1998. 

From a career-high ranking- 
of slk at the beginning of 
1996, he slipped to 2Stb at 
the end of 1998 and was 
22nd starting this year. 

The major causes were foot 
and ankle injuries which 
required surgery last year 
and restricted him to only 17 
tournaments for the season. 

But on Sunday. Enqvist 
could grab Sweden's 25th 
men’s grand slam title of the 
Open era, its first for six 
years, and put his name 
beside those of Stefan 
Edberg, Mats Wilander and 
Enqvist’s childhood hero 
Bjorn Borg. 

“Boig was my first role 
model,” Enqvist says. “And 
then every other Swede that 
was playing well. .Almost 
every big tournament we 
had someone in the final and 
you looked up to all those 
players." 


ITF considering appeal against Korda let-off 


MELBOURNE (R) — The 

International Tennis Federation (ITF) is 
considering appealing against a British 
High Court decision stopping it from 
trying to ban Petr Korda for a positive 
dope test. 

But ITF communications manager 
Alun James also said the federation 
might consider dropping the matter 
because of the damage it was doing to 
the game. 

“V^e need to sit down with our part- 
ners in this, and think about what is 
best for the game of tennis,” James told 
Reuters at the Australian Open on 
Saturday. 

“Our other options could include a re- 
look at the rules to see if there are other 
areas that need tightening up. 
Whichever way we go, we'U need to 
learn the lessons from this case." The 


ITF had appealed to the Court of 
Arbitration for Sport (CAS) after its 
own independent appeals panel decided 
not to suspend Korda when he tested 
positive for steroids at Wimbledon last 
year. 

But Korda's lawyers successfully 
argued chat the federation did not have 
the right, under its own rules, to lodge 
an appeal with the International 
Olympic Committee-established CAS. 

Janies said the ITF had 28 days to 
decide whether or not it would proceed 
with an appeal but first wanteci to dis- 
cuss the case with the Association of 
Tennis Professionals (ATP) and the 
Women’s Tennis Association (WTA). 

“The ITF is disappointed,” he said. 
“We felt that the right body to consider 
this was the Court of Arbitration for 
Sport and because of a legal technicali- 


ty we’ve not been able to present it to 
them, or at least currently we don’t 
look like we've able to present it to 
them. 

“But we have been given permission 
from the judge to appeal his decision to 
the Court of Appeal in London and 
that’s something we are considering.” 
The ITF appealed to the CAS because it 
felt its own investigating committee 
had mis-applied anti-doping regula- 
tions by merely taking away the rank- 
ing points and the prize money Korda 
earned at Wimbledon and not suspend- 
ing him after he tested positive for the 
banned steroid nandrolone. 

But the judge agreed with Korda’s 
legal team when they argued that the 
ITF did not have the right to challenge 
a decision by its own appeals body. 

The judge said: “It is difficult to 


believe it could be intended that there 
should be a second full scale appeal, 
with the enormous costs, inconve- 
nience to the parties and witnesses and 
delay which this would involve.” The 
decision by the ITF’s own committee 
not to suspend Korda angered his fel- 
low players and many of them gave him 
the cold shoulder as he sought to 
defend his title at the Australian Open 
this week. But James said the case had 
been beneficial because it had strength- 
ened the ITF’s resolve to increase its 
penalties for serious doping offenders. 

“We will definitely be recommending 
an increase for class one substances 
from one year to two years,” James 
said. 




* 3 bedrooms with utilities in the third floor * 2 bedrooms with 
utilities in the ground floor. Both apartments are provided with 
separate telephone, satellite. Location: From 5th Circle towards 
Abdoun, cross the first traffic light then turn to the first right 
street, then turn to the 5th left street and proceed until the cross 
streets, 9 Amin Al Momany Street. 

For more information call: Tel.: 5928092, 
5922131,4642072 


FOR SALE 

House furniture in excellent condition. Used for less than 
one year. Owner moved to Gulf states. Includes kitchen 
equipment and electricals, washing machine, bedroom, 
dining room, sitting room (salon) and a living room. 

For further information please contact Tel: 5934322 
or Mobile: 079/524240 from 9:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 


APARTMENT FOR RENT ^ S 
Annual /Rent : ^ 

Consists of 2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, salon,, 
lounge, central heating, telephone & garage. - ' : > 
Location: 7th Circle. ■ ^ 

Please call: 4648400, Amman 


CINEMA 


TEL.463-4I44 


PHILADELPHIA '1‘ 


Bmce Willis .. in 


MERCURY 

RISING 

Shows: 10:30. 8:30. 6:15. 
3:30. 12:30 


^ CINEMA TEL:463-4 144 s 

PHILADELPHIA '2' 


Adel Imam. Wafa'Amer & 
Kamal Shimon .. in 


ALWAD MAHROUS 
TEA 7 AL VflAZIR 

Shows: 10:30, S:30. 6:15. 
3:30, 12:30 


CINEMA TEL-5M92M 

PLAZA 

Comedian 

Mohammad Huneidi .. in 

SAEEDI AT THE 
AMERICAN 
UNIVERSITY 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:30. 
8:30, 10:30 


CINEMA TEU.*i6774:0 

CONCORDE 

Adel Imam. Wafa'Amer & 
Kamal Shinawi .. in 

ALWAD MAHROUS 
TEA 7 AL WAZIR 

Shows: 12:30.2:30.6:30. 
8:30, 10:30 

CONCORDE "2" 

Sleep walkers 

Shows: 3:30. 3:30 only 


CINEMA 


TEL5934793 


CINEMA 


TEL59M793 


GALLERIA 1 

ABDOUN 

www. cns.com jo/Galleria 
Mel Gibson .. in 


GALLERIA 2 

ABDOUN ~~ 
www.cns.com.io/Gatleria 

One of Walt Disney's 
best movies 


LETHAL WEAPON 4 !, MULAN 

i ; 

i] 

Shows: 3:00. 6:15. 8:30. 10:45 j 'Shows: 3:00. 5:00. 6:15. 8:30, 10:30 


Eieham Yanes Theatre 
TEL -*25155 

SOON . . . 

IZmHAQ ya 

TARAWNEH 

Hisham Yanis 
& 

AmalAlDabbas 


Listings for films and showing times as received by cinemas and their advertising agencies. 
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nd to an entertaining Super Bowl week 
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M jCjir'-SfAP) — National Football 
rarely pass for standup 
^ ^^rricularly at the Super Bowl. 
Vet M^e'Shanahan and Dan Reeves 
wct®£ jovial mood Friday as they 
OTMjfaed^Rp- a week of entertaining 
bmUfuzM™ 6 *?* tide game. 

Gnoit^^n 051 of the entertainment 
waspr wired by the Broncos’ Shannon 
ghar pg- Lvapd the Falcons' Ray 
Bucbsti^'- But Shanahan put their 
dicing i&Kh into perspective: 

Shannon Sharpe out 
the :.%liatfrm. we have been v tl . 
quiet^said. Shanahan, whose defend 
irtg^ campions are seven-point 
favourite®' 10 become the first AFC 
repeater since the 1980 game. "Now if 
w&'tfiitift have Shannon Sharpe, there 
wpOld he everybody in this room com- 
p faHn g abour there was nothing excit- 
jqglo write about or talk about.” 
Reeves talked about long-gone days 
when he was playing for champi- 
onships. 

“I watched the Ice Bowl game the 
other day or the other night, actually." 
Reeves said, referring to the NFL title 
game in 1967, played in subzero tem- 
peraiures at Green Bay. “I couldn’t 
sleep..' Those stories have gotten so 
much better through the years. I am a 
much better player than I was back in 
1965. So Us amazing to hear some of 
the stories.” 



Commissioner Paul Tagliabue was- 
n’t telling story, but he had plenty to 
talk about shortly after the coaches fin- 
ished their monologues. 

He discussed the likelihood of 
instant replay returning to help offi- 
cials — he almost guaranteed its pas- 
sage at the March league meetings — 
and endorsed Lawrence Taylor for the 
Hall of Fame. 

“We, a lot of people in the National 
Football League, by jumping on the 
officials ... we got into shooting our- 
selves in the foot deals." he said, not- 
ing that, in general, the quality of offi- 
ciating "is as good as its ever been. 

"1 think we will have replay when we 
come out of the league meeting in 
March." 

He also said he believes Taylor, eli- 
gible for the Hall of Fame for the first 
time, will make it. There has been con- 
siderable debate about whether 




Actress and recording star Cher poses for photographers Jt Miami's Pro Flavor 
Stadium during a press conference in Miami Jan. 2*». Cher will sing the nation- 
al anthem prior to the start of the Super Bowl. The defending champion Broncos 
will play the Atlanta Falcons in Super Bowl XXXIII jan. 31 (Reuters photo) 

Taylor’s oil-field problems will derail qualification." 
his entry in Saturday s voting. The Broncos and the Falcons, nteon- 

“I think he should," he in the Hall, lime, held their final practices. Reeves 
Tagliabue said. "And I say that without placed Dave Widell. Rod Monroe. 


Omar Brown jnd Darren Anderson on 
ihc inactive list. 

"That’s one of the things ! struggled 
the most with. Reeves said. "1 can’t 
understand uft*« voc can’t Jt leas' have 
them dress out." 

Not dressing for Denver will be 
Justin Armour. Chris Bai'.ks. Cvron 
Brown and Trey Teague. 

They were/)’: recuirvd Jo inter- 
views. sj_i Sharpe and Buchanan Could- 
n’t insult each other again through the 
media. 

Their irjshulhon almos; overshad- 
owed some other topics. incluJm*.' the 
lend involving Reeves ar.J John EJwuv 
and Shanahan*, the likelihood this wsli 
be John El wav's last game, and the 
novelty of having the Falcons m their 
first Super Bow I 

Reeves, of Course, has been in more 
of these games than anyone. This will 
be his ninth, but he's lost all three as a 


coach — wnh the Broncos. 

"1 don't think there is any question 
that n would be more gratifying (to 
win) as a coach." said Reeves, who has 
overseen a remarkable Atlanta turn- 
around Irani o-13 in 1^6. the year 
before he arrived, to lb-2 this season. 
"Now maybe I wouldn't say ihaJ if J 
had won m\ first one. because 1 cun 
remember how gratify mg it was to win 
that first Super Bowl afiei struggling 
and being there so closely i w uh 
Dallas i. 

“But 1 rhink when you go through 
and have lost three and you feel like 
you let t-i cry body down, because that 
is your responsibility a> head coach ... 
it would mean more as a coach than it 
did when l was a plavet.*’ 

Shanahan was on Reeves' Denver 
staff for those super I lops in the 1W. 
‘S l ) and '‘Hi games. Now. he's deal in a 
w ilh histurv 

Before last year’s w in over the 
Packer*, no AFC team fud even won 
a league title since the }0S3 season 
Beating Atlanta would 'lamp these 
Bioncos as one of the NFL's best. 

"I thought our guys stepped up and 
wanted to make themselves special 
this year by going out and proi'ine that 
last year wasn’t a fluke." Shanahan 
said. "Character, that is where it starts, 
in every thing we do." 


Spanish sharpshooter Castillejo wins WBC title 


pyiri eunn^heihu.: 
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LEGANES, Spain IR) — 
Spain's Javier Castillejo 
hardly lived up to his 
nickname of El Lince — 
the Sharpshooter — but 
did enough to win the 
World Boxing Council 
super-welterweight world 
title on Saturday. 
Locally-born Castillejo, 
30, fighting in a Madrid 
industrial suburb, substi- 
tuted energy for accuracy 
and took the belt on a 
split points decision from 
l . Z reigning champion Keith 

Mailings of the United 
States. 

After twelve rounds of 
entertaining, if not 
enthralling, boxing the 
judges’ verdict 

announced as: 114-115, 
114-114, 112-116 

(Mullings’ points listed 
• first). 

^ . ... yjx.'i! The result meant that 
J-V-is- Spain had its first world 

- • " f'~ . champion in more than 20 

. years, Uco Lastra being 

■ ' 1 the last to bold such an 

accolade before losing the 
WBC featherweight 
crown to Eusebio Pedroza 
in April 1978. 

... Mullings, who had held 
* the title since December 
1997, could hardly com- 
ye; plain at the decision 
i ■ despite the close result. 

The first two rounds 
'jfi* ™ere even but after that 
Castillejo, who started the 
fight as the underdog, was 
always ahead. 

Castillejo could possi- 

^ly have resolved the 

' 'Nil 0&&+3* 1 fight M,r,ier with 


- -'-..ir-J ';j.v 


-1 : * 

■ k i ... 



European champion Javier Castillejo from Spain (L) fights against American World 
Chamion Keith Mullings at Madrid January 29. Castillejo scored a point victory over 
Mullings to win the World Boxing Council light middleweight crown 


.i ""Lt'** 


Mullings looking in trou- 
ble during the" seventh 
round, buF instead opted 
for some extrav agent 

showboating. 

The Spaniard's antics 
won him loud cheers from 
his partisan Spanish sup- 
porters, who occupied 
most of the seating 


around the converted 
bullring, but dismayed the 
neutrals in the audience. 

Castillejo took his 
career record to 44-4 
while Mullings drops to 
16-5-1. 

The victor's next oppo- 
nent is undecided but the 
most likely candidate is 


the American fighter 
Oscar de la Hoya. the 
undisputed welterweight 
champion of the world 
and rated one of the best 
pound-for-pound boxers 
around, who will without 
doubt provide Castillejo 
with more problems than 
the dour Mullinus. 


IOC targets more members in Salt Lake, Sydney 


NEW YORK (AP) — Mure IOC mem- 
bers have been targeted in the Olympics’ 
biggest corruption scandal, which now- 
covers Sydney as well as Salt Lake, the 
committee's chief investigator said 
Friday. 

IOC vice president Dick Pound said an 
"indefinite number" of names from the 
106 committee members have been 
added to the inquiry since its initial report 
cm the Salt Lake City case was released 
Sunday. 

Pound refused to identify the recent 
additions to an investigation that already 
has led to the expulsion or resignation of 
nine members, the biggest purge in the 
IOC's 105 years. 

Bui he said fresh information from the 
ethics commission investigating Salt 
Lake’s successful hid for the 2002 
Winter Games, and news involving 
Sydney’s winning bid for the 2000 
Summer Games, led to the latest steps. 

’’We are looking at some of the other 
members and not just based on informa- 
tion coming out of the Salt Lake City 
investigation." Pound said "Ils an indef- 
inite number and an indefinite line to fol- 
low. We will go where the trail leads ils.” 
The Pound commission found that 14 
IOC members, including one who has 
since died, took almost dlrs 800,000 in 
cash, navel and medical expenses, lavish 
gifts and services from the Salt Lake bid 
committee. 

Besides the resignations and expul- 
sions announced Sunday, the IOC said 
three members remained under investi- 
gation mid a fourth member w as w arned. 

As Pound’s group was finishing its 
"first sweep" of Sait Lake, word came 
that the head of the Australian Olympic 
Committee promised dlrs 70.000 to mo 
African IOC members the night before 
Sydney won the 2000 Games by two 
voles over Beijing. 

One of those members, Charles 
Mukoru of Kenya, also was implicated in 
the Salt Lake case and has resigned. The 
other member was identified as Francis 


Nyangwesu of Uganda 

Pound said it was "sale to assume" his 
commission was now looking at member 
involvement with the Sydney bid. 

He also expects to look at the failed 
1996 bid of Toronto, where officials said 
Thursday they spent more than dlrs 
500.000 to cover the cost of IOC mem- 
bers breaking or stretching rules. 

"I w ould imagine that they would now 
come forward with names and details," 
Pound said. 

And he said the IOC investigation of 
Salt Lake remained open, based on a lull 
review of reports from the independent 
Utah ethics panel. 

Pound said he had no information an 
Austin Sealev, an IOC member from 
Barbados who was identified in Friday's 
Washington Post as a possible recipient 
of money from Salt Lake that was not 
evident in initial reviews. 

The Salt Lake Tribune, meanwhile, 
said investigators had subpoenaed 
University of Utah records of Bold 
Mag van. a son of IOC member 
Shagdarjav Magvan of Mongolia 

In Paris. Jean-Claude Ganga of the 
Republic of Con«*o said he hod 40 mem- 
bers who woulu . ote to reinstate him to 
the IOC at a special assembly in March. 
Pound said such a reversal probably 
would force the ruling executive board, 
of w hich he is u member, to resign. 

"That would be a serious point of non- 
confidence." Pound said. He said he 
would be “very surprised" if the expul- 
sions were overturned. 

When he announced the expulsions, 
IOC president Juan Antonio Samaranch 
said a ll bid cine s from the |99o Games 
onward would be asked to identify mem- 
bers who acted improperly in the bid- 
ding. 

Pound said those letters were to be 
mailed from IOC headquarters in 
Lausanne. Switzerland, on Friday, with a 
Feb. 16 deadline to reply, about two 
weeks later than originally intended but 
still in time for the invalidations to be 


finished bv the special session March 17- 
18. 

And in another of the six investigations 
of Olympic bidding around the world, 
the U.S. Olympic Committee said the 
repan of its special inquiry on Salt Lake, 
led by former Senate Majority Leader 
George Mitchell, would be released 
March I. 

In other developments: — LISA Today 
said Ganga and former Salt Uike 
Olympics chief Tom Welch shared a 
bank account. Welch's lawyer. Tom 
Schaffer, said Welch’s name was on the 
account so he could get funds for Ganga 
if Ganga was out of the country. Welch, 
the lawyer added, never made a deposit 
or withdrawal from the account. 

— Ganga told the French newspaper 
Liberation that Samaranch was sacrific- 
ing friends in the scandal to try to clear 
his own name. 

— Samaranch resigned as president of 
La Caixa Spain's founh-lanrest bank. 
The 78-year-old IOC president said he 
was leaving because of his age. not the 
scandal. 

— Sergio Santander, expelled from the 
IOC in the Salt Lake case, was suspend- 
ed as president of the Chilean Olympic 
Committee. 

— Two proprietors of a defunct Salt 
Lake escort service told the Tribune their 
escorts entertained IOC members at 
hotels during visits in 1995. They did not 
suv who paid for the escorts. 

— A Browning rifle given to 
Samaranch by Sait Lake organisers is 
worth much more than the dlrs 67 1 list- 
ed. KTV.Y in Salt Lake reported. Loon 
Burrows, who designed the gun's 
engraving, told the TV station the gun 
could sell for up io dlrs 25.000. 

— The Olympics' top TV organiser. 
Manolo Romero, reportedly was paid 
dlrs J.5 million for his services during 
the 1992 Barcelona Games. Spanish 
spore* authorities defended Barcelona's 
finances against the report in the newspa- 
per El Mundo. 


jjS-SJ rfjv * .^a 

rgSf Bordeaux give Marseille 
^ ''footballing lesson 


. 'cAX-E .=: 

‘ J PARIS (R) — Girondins Bordeaux lived 

" ' '■- Vz U P to their reputation as the best foot- 

- " r '' " •*-'*' balling side in France with a stunning 4- 

e. 

the 
issue 

'~-*V 1,1 niuuy ui£iu a iu|rut-uiv-iablc 

clash at their Parc Lescure World Cup 

stadium. 

, * . . two teams are now equal on points 

the French league title race with 
’•*** ' 0 ^tideaux ahead on goal difference. 

,;r.r ~ Bordeaux, knowing they needed victo- 

iy more than Marseille, said before the 
rtijji ^ch they wanted above all to play 
/ *ell and eniov it. And they achieved 

just that 

•■ £ **■■■ My team did what they set out to 
7 «jJ ? oac h EHe Baup said. 

.. ‘This quality of play meant little went 
Jp waste and there were four goals to 
°0ot. To succeed in this way against 
Marseille, who are a great ream, is even 
m °rc convincing. 



. - *?»'• 


which had conceded only 13 goals in 
their previous 21 matches, was found 
wanting for speed. 

The Bordeaux attack, including joint 
first division top scorers Sylvain 
Willord and Lilian Laslandes. made 
light of Marseille’s midfield buffer and 
hit them with quick, thrusting passes 
and con slam changes of approach. 

With former Bordeaux. Monaco and 
Sheffield Wednesday defender Patrick 
Blondeau unavailable through injury. 
Marseille coach RoJland Courbis 
switched William Gal las to right back, 
leaving the left flank of defence 
exposed. 

Courbis thought that, facing a two- 
pronsed attack, three men at the back 
would be enough. But Marseille fell 
prey to Benarbia's superb exploitation 
of the spaces behind lefi-sided midfield- 
er Peter Luccin. 

Former Bordeaux midfielder Luccin 
was injured and substituted midway 


cr> 


A going forward because ^ 0Ugh ^ first ha lf with a right back. 

,, no1 ^ ear thts fMarserile) tean J- Hamada Jambay, coming on and the 

+** Ji Marseille fell into the Bordeaux trap by , ^ r>„ ,», an th^inrh 

t0 t ac tics that have brought 
£ m uch success this season with a 
‘ ?fte- 


, ,l ' T^e-man midfield and four men up 

w; T l * 

|t r°tdeaux overwhelmed the Marseille 
with the skills of their creative 
'Ali Benarbia, a French champi- 
■^ship winner with Monaco in 1997, 
Man Micoud. 




defence regrouping. By then, though. 
Marseille were three goals down. 

“Luccin’s injury posed a big problem 
for us," Courbis said. “He had an impor- 
tant role to play, at the same time half 
defender, half midfielder." Marseille 
captain Laurent Blanc summed up a 
sorry night for his side by saying: 
“We've got to admit that Bordeaux_wer^ 


Coach of Kuwait’s 
national team resigns 


KLIWAJT CITY (AFP; — Kuwait's IbmbaU coach, Milan 
Macula, who guided the national team to two successive Gulf] 
Cups and a second place in the Asian Gomes, has resigned riling 
family reasons, newspapers reported Saturday. 

The Czech national said he needed "several months in his coun- 
ny and to remain with his family after 17 years of loreign coach- 
ing work,” the Arab limes said. 

Macalla arrived in Kuvvuit in 1995 as couch of local club side 
Kuzma, which he guided io several cup and league tides before 
being hired by Uie Kuwait Footholl Asscriution to rebuild the 
national side. 

Macalla won two successive Gulf Cups — contested by 
Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the United And) 
Emirates — over the last four years. 

He was in charge of Kuwait's team which were runners-up at 
the Asian Games in December, losing to World Cup finalists Iran. 

The achievement saw Kuwait when: tltc national league is 
organised on an amateur basis, attain their highest-ever world 
rankinc. 25th. by the Intemiition.il Football Federation (FIFA). 



Ferrari's German driver Michael Schumacher presents the new Formula One 1 
Ferrari at the company headquarters at Moranello, central Italy jan. 30. The F399 
participate at the upcoming FI world championships (Reuters photo) 


Japan wins Ski Jumping Team World Cup but Schmitt stars 


W 1 LLINGEN, Germany (API — Olympic 
champion Japan captured a Ski Jumping 
Team World Cup competition Saturday, but 
Martin Schmitt stole the show in front of 
40,000 spectators. 

Schmitt, whose popularity in Germany 
drew the huge crowd, leaped to the day s 
best combined jumps of 132 and 131 metres 
but it wasn’t enough for the Germans who 
finished third behind Japan and Austria. 

Japan’s foursome of Kazuya Yushioka, 
Hideharu Miyahira, Noriaki Kasai and 
Kazuyoshi Funaki handily won the team 
event with 976.5 poinrs — lhc_£Quniry_S. 


events ever held. 

Austria’s team of Reinhard 
Schwarzenberger, Wolfgang Loitzl, Stefan 
Horngucher and Andreas Widhoezl finished 
second with 903.S points on their combined 
jumps. 

But the presence of Schmitt, who has burst 
out of nowhere this season to become a top 
jumper, led to trains being delayed and traf- 
fic jams as the huge crowd tried to reach the 
slope. 

"The atmosphere was absolutely crazy. I 
had two super jumps — too bad it^ wasn t 
enoueh for a s* l, ' nn, l nlnre.” said Si 


Germany settled for third at 896.9 points 
with SchmituSven Hannawald. Dieter 
Thoma and Hansjoerg Jaekle. Norway was a 
distance fourth at 813.3 poinis. edging 
Finland at 805.5 white4. 

Norwcsen 813,3, 5. Finnland 805,5. 
Hannawald may have cost (he Germans sec- 
ond when he unleashed a leap of 131.5 
metres, bui lost costly points by droppping a 
hand into the snow to prevent a spill on his 

landing. _ 

Organisers are expecting 50,000 Ians to 
trend Sundav's second singles. Kasai edeed 
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Security Council meets 
to evaluate Iraq policy 

Russia demands dismissal of Butler 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
U.N. Security Council 
members met in a special 
Saturday session to resolve 
one last sticking point 
blocking agreement on a 
review of all aspects of 
Iraq's ties with the United 
Nations. 

The United States and 
Russia disagreed on the role 
of the U.N. Special 
Commission (UNSCOM) 
and how it should partici- 
pate on experts panels that 
would assess and possibly 
make recommendations on 
future policy. 

Russia wants UNSCOM 
abolished and its executive 
chairman Richard Butler 
tired immediately, although 
Moscow says the commis- 
sion's experts can provide 
information to the panels. 

U.N. officials advocate an 
official role for the commis- 
sion. 

Russian Ambassador 
Sergei Lavrov said the two 
sides were close, but the 
issue had still not been 
resolved as council mem- 
bers met in small groups 
behind closed doors. 

Council President Celso 
Amorim of Brazil said “We 
are hopeful to approve a text 


during this weekend," 
implying there might be a 
Sunday meeting also. 

He called the session in 
what he said was an effort to 
put the two delegations 
under pressure before 
Canada assumes the council 
presidency on Monday. 

Most nations on the coun- 
cil are generally supportive 
of the panels as a first pro- 
cedural step toward work- 
ing out a new policy toward 
Iraq following the mid- 
December U.S.-British air 
strikes and Baghdad’s bar- 
ring of all weapons inspec- 
tions. 

Canada has devised the 
plan, whose purpose is to 
get discussions moving on 
Iraq rather than conclude a 
new policy on the future of 
arms inspections or sanc- 
tions. Any agreement by the 
shaiply-divided council 
would be the first since the 
air strikes against Baghdad. 

The Canadian proposal 
includes three panels to 
assess disarmament, the 
condition of the Iraqi people 
Living under sanctions and 
an accounting of missing 
Kuwaitis and others during 
Iraq's occupation of the 
emirate it invaded in August 


Assad meets Archbishop of Canterbury 

DAMASCUS (R) — Syria’s President Hafez A1 Assad met the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, George Carey, on Saturday for calks 
on the Middle East peace process and growing tension in the 
area, presidential spokesman Jibran Rourieh said. Kourieh said 
Carey led an Anglican church delegation to the talks which 
were attended by British ambassador to Damascus Basil 
Eastwood and Syrian foreign Minister Farouk Shara’a. Carey 
leaves on Sunday for Lebanon after a four-day official visit to 
Syria. 

German woman released in Yemen 

SANAA (AFP) — Yemeni tribesmen have released a German 
woman they kidnapped on Tuesday, a spokesman for the 
Yemeni security services said Saturday. She was released on 
Friday, the spokesman said. The tribesmen had earlier set free 
her Yemeni husband, three children and brother-in-law. The 
woman’s German mother and brother were still being detained. 
The group was abducted Tuesday nighr in northern Yemen and 
taken to the Barat region. 1 80 Hometres from the capital Sanaa, 
sources in the security services said. The woman, a midwife 
working in Yemen, was released so she could carry the kidnap- 
pers demands to the authorities, the spokesman said. At first, she 
was under orders to return to them, but the tribesmen later told 
the German embassy that she could remain free, he added. 

Kurd party vows successor if closed 

ANKARA (R) — Turkey's main Kurdish party said on 
Saturday a similar party would emerge if the Constitutional 
Court ordered its baa Chief Prosecutor Vural Savas on Friday 
presented the court with a 56-page indictment against HADEP 
accusing it of acting as a reciuiring centre for separatist Kurdish 
rebels. “This is a political case, not a legal one.” HADEP 
Deputy Chairman Osman Ozcelik told a news conference. 
“HADEP [The People's Democracy Party] is not despairing 
and nor are its voters. If it is closed, there are enough people and 
ideas to establish 10 HADEP's in its place," he said A statement 
by Savas said there was an organic link between HADEP and 
Kurdish Labour Party (PKK) rebels who are fighting for self- 
rule in die mainly Kurdish southeast HADEP advocates a 
negotiated settlement of the conflict 

Turkish troops kill 1 1 Kurd rebels 

DIYARBAKER (R> — Turkish troops killed 1 1 Kurdish guer- 
rillas in clashes in the southeast of the country, security officials 
said on Saturday. A statement from the emergency rule gover- 
nor's office said soldiers fought with Kurdish Labour - Party 
(PKK) rebels on Friday night in Simak province. Mere than 
29,000 people have died in 14 years of conflict between the 
Turkish armed forces and the PKK, which is fighting for self- 
rule in the mainly Kurdish southeast. 

Double suicide after child’s murder 

MUSCAT (AFP) — An Indian couple in Oman comrnitiedsui- 
cide after strangling their three-and-a-half-year-old child, police . 
said Saturday. The police, quoted by the official news agency 
ONA, said the child’s body was found with his hands tied on the 
bed of his family's home in Seeb province, near the capital. The 
mother and father hanged themselves from a ventilator and a 
suicide note was found, police added, without giving details of 
the family tragedy on Tuesday. 

‘Eighty killed in dispute in Sudan’ 

KHARTOUM (R) — Mae than 80 people were lolled and 36 
injured this month in clashes between nomads and farmers over 
grazing rights in Sudan, a Khartoum newspaper said on 
Saturday. The private A1 Rai A1 Aam daily quoted a local vil- 
lager and security officials as saying the clashes near the town 
of Geneina, some 1.000 kms west of Khartoum, were brought 
under control on Jan. 19. 

Iranian, Egyptian FMs meet in Davos 

TEHRAN (AFP) — ban's foreign Minister Karnal Kharazi 
has held talks with his Egyptian counterpart Amr Musa on the 
sidelines of the World Economic Forum in Davos. Switzerland, 
the official Iranian news agency IRNA reported Saturday. The 
two ministers in their talks on Friday discussed various issues, 
including the latest developments in Iraq, Israel and disarma- 
ment. it said, without giving details. They decided that the two 
Muslim countries will boost cooperation at international forums 
and revise a treaty on non-proliferation of weapons of mass 
destruction in the year 2000. 


1990. 

The most controversial 
panel is one composed of 
UNSCOM, the 

International Atomic 
Energy Agency and other 
disarmament organisations 
which Russia eventually 
wants to put in place of the 
commission it accused of 
bias and lack of profession- 
alism. 

Lavrov wanted the pro- 
posal to talk about the 
“experience and expertise’’ 
of the commission while the 
United States advocated 
“participation" of 

UNSCOM. 

The United States and 
most council members have 
endorsed the Canadian pro- 
posal, with U.S. representa- 
tive Peter Burleigh saying 
“there is a deep division on 
foe council and going to foe 
longer-term questions now 
is not useful.” 

So far Washington has not 
made any long-term propos- 
als in foe council on Iraq. 
Instead it is concentrating 
on how to remove President 
Saddam Hussein from 
power and on foe almost- 
daily. cat-and-mouse 
engagements over air exclu- 
sion zones in Iraq. 

Palestinians 
ready for 
trilateral 
Washington 
meeting 

GAZA CITY (AFP) — The 
Palestinian cabinet Saturday 
reaffirmed its agreement to 
attend three-way talks with 
Israel and the United States in 
Washington early next month 
despite Israeli resistance to the 
meeting. 

“We have accepted the 
American initiative to go to a 
trilateral meeting in 
Washington" aimed at ending 
the deadlock in implementa- 
tion of the Wye River peace 
accord, said chief Palestinian 
negotiator Saeb ErekaL 

“We will accept what the 
American administration will 
say, because we have imple- 
mented all our obligations and 
commitments." he added. 

Israel has told foe United 
States that it will not attend 
such a meeting because of 
what it claims are Palestinian 
violations of the Wye River 
land-for-security agreement 

The Israelis have said foa r 
they are not against the idea of 
a three-way meeting, but that 
foe time is not right 

U.S. spokesmen have said 
that such an initiative was on 
foe table, but that no formal 
invitations had been issued for 
foe talks. 

Israel’s Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu has 
refused to carry out promised 
troop withdrawals from the 
West Bank required by the 
October agreement citing 
what be says are Palestinian 
failures to honour their 
promises to crack down on 
anti-Israel activities in areas 
already under its control. 

Deep divisions over 
Netanyahu's handling of foe 
peace process led parliament 
last month to call early elec- 
tions for May arid early June 
and foe- campaign has further 
dampened hopes for progress. 



PROTESTERS SAY NO TO WTO: Demonstrators bold a banner which reads ‘The WTO [World Trade 
Organisation] kills people' during a march Saturday by approximately 100 protesters through Davos, 
Switzerland, where the World Economic Forum is taking place (AP photo) 

U.S. envoys tour Gulf on Iraq mission 


MANAMA (AFP) — U.S. 
Assistant Secretary of State 
Martin Indyk met Bahrain's 
emir here Saturday at foe 
start of a Gulf tour to brief 
the region on Washington's 
efforts to overthrow Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein. 

“I had the opportunity to 
explain to the emir [Sheikh 
Issa Ben Salman A1 
Khalifa] ... our approach 
which is based on three pil- 
lars.” Indyk told reporters 
before flying off to Qatar. 

He said they were to 
restore consensus in the 
U.N. Security Council, to 
expand foe U.N. humanitar- 
ian programme for Iraq, and 
work for a change of gov- 
ernment in Baghdad. 

‘The third pillar of our 
approach is a new pillar 
which is ro seek a change in 
foe regime in Iraq by sup- 


porting foe aspirations of 
foe Iraqi people for a better 
existence under a more rep- 
resentative government,” 
said Indyk. 

He defended foe U.S. and 
British enforcement of “no- 
fly zones” in both northern 
and southern Iraq that has 
sparked a series of U.S. air 
strikes since December. 

The’ aim was to contain 
Saddam and “restrict his 
ability to threaten his peo- 
ple.” said Indyk, who is 
assistant secretary of state 
for Near- Eastern affairs. 

Bahrain, which is current- 
ly a non-permanent member 
of foe Security Council and 
also serves as Gulf base of 
foe U.S. Fifth Fleet, on 
Friday joined Malaysian 
criticism at foe United 
Nations of foe exclusion 


The zones had been ‘‘arbi- 
trarily" imposed and “run 
counter to foe U.N. charter,” 
charged Malaysia. 

On foe beeis of a visit to 
Saudi Arabia by Secretary 
of State Madeleine 
Albright, Indyk was due in 
Kuwait on Sunday along 
with Frank Ricciardone, 
newly-named U.S. special 
representative for transition 
of Iraq. 

“They wall hold talks with 
senior Kuwaiti officials on 
Iraq, foe Middle East peace 
process and other issues of 
bilateral concern." said a 
U.S. embassy spokesman in 
Kuwait City. 

Kuwait’s leading newspa- 
per, A1 Qabas, said foe 
United States was aiming to 
set up five camps near Iraq’s 
borders to train some 
10.000 opposition •fighters 


as part of a united “Iraqi 
Liberation Army." 

But Indyk steered clear of 
the report. T haven’t seen 
foe report but it doesn’t 
sound like any thin g that we 
have talked about with the 
governments here," he told 
AFP. 

Indyk said the overthrow 
of Saddam was “a complex 
and difficult task, and there- 
fore we are not operating on 
the assumption that it is 
going to happen quickly; 
although it will be nice if it 
did.” 

In Qatar, meanwhile. Fifth 
Fleet Commander Vice 
Admiral Charles Moore met 
Crown Prince Jassem Ben 
Hamad A1 Thani on 
Saturday for talks on boost- 
ing military - .cooperation, 
foe official Qatari news 
agency QNA reported. 


‘Algeria rebels kill 
seven soldiers’ 


ALGIERS (R) — Seven 
Algerian soldiers died when 
a band of Islamists sprayed 
a military convoy with 
machine-gun fire in an 
ambush, a local newspaper 
said Saturday. 

About 100 rebels, hiding 
on both sides of foe road 
attacked foe convoy near a 
forest in foe Relizane area, 
260 kilometres west of 
Algiers, La Tribune daily 
said 

The guerrillas then 
snatched weapons and uni- 
forms from the soldiers, 
seven of whom were 
wounded, and fled into 
nearby woodland it said. 

Le Quotidien d'Oran. car- 
rying a report on 
Wednesday's ambush, said 
foe rebels were members of 
the Armed Islamic Group, 
Algeria’s most radical 
Islamist guerrillas. 

The ambush was the latest 
in a series of attacks on 
troops in foe past 14 months 
in which more than 50 sol- 
diers have been killed. 

At least 16 soldiers were 
killed and 11 wounded in 
two ambushes two weeks 
ago in foe Tizi-Ouzou area, 
90 kilometres east of 
Algiers, and in foe Tiaret 
region. 220 kilometres 
southwest of foe capital 

There was no immediate 
confirmation from foe 


authorities, who are tight- 
tipped on casualties among 
government forces. 

In another incident, gov- 
ernment security forces said 
on Saturday Islamists 
slashed foe throats of five 
people overnight in a ham- 
let in western Algeria. The 
killings took place in 
Bekhaitia village in Chief 
province. 160 kilometres 
west of Algiers, foe security 
forces said in a statement 
carried by foe official 
Algerian news agency APS. 

Chelf province is one of 
foe main hotbeds of vio- 
lence in Algeria. At least 50 
villagers were killed in a 
rebel raid in December 
there. 

Uberte newspaper said on 
Saturday that troops killed 
15 rebels on Friday in 
Tiaret. The rebels were sus- 
pected of killing seven sol- 
diers in an ambush in Tiaret 
two weeks ago, it said. 

Algeria has been racked 
by violence since early 
1992 when foe authorities 
cancelled a general election 
in which radical Islamists 
had taken a commanding 
lead. 

More than 65,000 people 
— civilians, rebels and 
troops — have been killed 
in foe seven past years, 
according to Western esti- 
mates. 


Israeli ‘spies’ could 
get up to three years 
in jail in Cyprus 


NICOSIA (AP) — Two 
Israelis whose spying charges 
were replaced by less serious 
counts in a plea bargain deal 
could be looking at two to 
three years in prison, a 
Cypriot legal source said 
Saturday. 

But even a custodial sen- 
tence for Udi Hargov and Igal 
Damary may not entirely dis- 
miss suspicions that Cyprus 
struck foe deal under outside 
pressure. Opposition politi- 
cians have accused foe gov- 
ernment of humiliating the 
country as a result of tire deal 

Attorney General Alecos 
Maikides, however, insists 
that dropping foe spying and 
conspiracy charges, under 
which each of foe two could 
have gotten a maximum of 10 
years in jaQ. had nothing to 
do with outside interference. 

“I believe under the circum- 
stances that our side moved 
correctly and it was done in 
foe public interest. It's a satis- 
factory result” he said. 

But Markides appeared to 
contradict his own version 
when be disclosed that his 
Israeli counterpart, Hyaktm 
Rubinstein, fold been to 
Cyprus twice since foe Nov. 6 
arrest of the two men to dis- 
cuss foe case. 

He also said that President 
Glafcos Clerides and Foreign 


Minister Yiaonakis 

Cassoulides had been 

approached about foe case by 
foe Israeli government sever- 
al U.S. senators and a cabinet 
minister firm a European 
Union country that he did not 
name. 

Haigov, 37, and Damary, 
49. had the conspiracy and 
spying charges against them 
dropped on Friday. In return, 
they changed their plea to 
guilty on a charge of illegal 
possession of telecommuni- 
cations equipment and 
entered the same plea to a 
new charge of approaching a 
restricted area. They are to 
appear in court on Monday 
for sentencing. 

The first charge carries a 
maximum penalty of one 
year mprisonment, while the 
second a maximum sentence 
of six years in jail. 

“The two can realistically 
expect to be jailed for two or 
maybe force years,” said foe 
legal source who is dose to 
foe case. He spoke on condi- 
tion of anonymity. 

He said he partly based bos 
predication of a custodial 
sentence on the grounds that 
the defence had produced 
nothing to prove that they 
were indeed on foe island not 
to spy. • 


Yemen court hears call for media ban In trial of bomb suspects 


ADEN (AFP) — The prosecution 
called Saturday for a media ban on foe 
second day of foe trial of five British 
Muslims and an Algerian accused of 
plotting a New Year's Eve bombing 
campaign in this southern Yemeni city. 

Two policemen, meanwhile, told foe 
court in Aden that explosives and arms 
were found in a car rented by the sus- 
pects, a charge denied by Malik 
Harhra and Mobsin G hail an. two of 
foe Britons. 

The prosecutor’s office urged the 
judge to impose a media ban because 
of what it tailed “false reports that 
could influence the course of justice.” 

The judge, without issuing a deci- 
sion, called for journalists “to respect 
foe truth” But foe media were pre- 


vented from taking pboros or using 
satellite telephones after the hearing 
was adjourned until Monday. 

In London, a European human 
rights organisation voiced concern 
over the request to hold the trial in 
camera and called for a one-monfo 
adjournment to give foe defence 
enough time to prepare its case. 

“We are monitoring foe situation 
very closely” Stephen Jakobi, director 
of Fair Trials Abroad, told AFP. 

“The prosecution applied to have foe 
whole trial held in camera because of 
misreportings by foe press. What we 
are witnessing is what amounts to a . 
determination not to hold a fair trial,” 
charged Jakobi. 

“Either they adjourn for a month. 


and start again, preferably with a dif- 
ferent judge, or foe whole tiring is a 
judicial farce.” 

The policemen in court said foe guns 
were found in a car stopped on foe 
road between Aden and Abyan. a 
neighbouring region in south Yemen, 
A third witness said he had rented foe 
car to Harhra and Ghailan. 

They stopped the car because it was 
driving on the wrong side of foe road, 
the policemen said. 

The suspects drove off at high speed, 
raising suspicion, after showing foe 
rental agreement The policemen said 
they gave chase and found foe car 
abandoned, with the anus left behind. 

On Wednesday, foe first day of foe 
trial, three more Britons were arrested 


and accused of involvement in the 
same plot 

British consular officials have not 
been granted access to foe new sus- 
pects, who did not appear in court, but 
they have been allowed to attend foe 
' hearings. 

A defence lawyer; Badr Basunaid, 
walked out after protesting to foe 
judge foal a doctor from Britain had 
not yet been allowed to see the defen- 
dants despite foe court's authorisation 
on Wednesday. 

Saddaf Alam from Manchester has 
warned that two of the suspects, 
Samad Ahmad and Ghulam Hussein, 
have serious medical histories and 
need treatment 


Beggar turns out 
to be wealthy 
landlady 

CAIRO (AFP) — An old 
woman in her 80s, arrested / 
while begging in central 
Cairo, turned out not to be as 
poor as she appeared, a court 
discovered on Saturday. 
Zeinab Madbouli. 81, told 
police she was forced to -beg 
to fired herself, but when 
asked to empty her pockets, 
among items that fell out 
was a contract showing her 
to be tire owner of a block of 
flats. No longer able to sus- 
tain her stray, she admitted 
owning two more buildings 
in working class districts of 
foe capital, acquired over a 
lifetime of begging in the 
streets. The court put her 
wealth at some $ 100.000. 

Women protest 
ambassador's 
chic cheek 

WELLINGTON (AFP) — 

It’s not foe first time a group 
of New Zealanders has 
protested in outrage at foe 
French. But unlik e previous 
groups which have protested 
against foe now-ceased 
French nuclear testing in the 
Pacific, some 20 angry 
women on foe streets of 
Wellington on Friday were 
protesting against something 
more personal — differences 
on dress sense. Departing 
French Ambassador Jacques 
Le Blanc has aroused the ire 
of the capital’s women by 
d amming their fashion 
sense, telling foe Wellington 
Dominion newspaper Friday 
they dressed “like soldiers" 
and gave “foe impression of 
wanting to look tike men.” 

Prison turned 
hotel now cosy 
and hospitable 

LUCERNE (AFP) — A one- 
time prison in the central 
Swiss town of Lucerne h as 
been converted into a bar- 
gain hotel and cultural cen- 
tre, and will open its doors 
April i, foe Swiss news 
agency ATS said. The 160- 
bed hotel, whose decor 
theme is, not surprisingly, 
“bare and bars,” will offer 
competitive prices, charging 
$14.25 for foe cheapest 
room, according to ATS. The 
new hotel, called 
Loewengraben (The Lions' 
Den), is targeting a young 
and budget clientele, a mar- 
ket that has remained largely 
untapped in touristy, and 
pricey. Lucerne. 

Instructions for a 
Millennium baby 

WELLINGTON (R) — 

Couples seeking foe ultimate 
status symbol of a baby bom 
at the dawn of the year 2000 
should seek to conceive on 
April 9, a New Zealand 
newspaper reported. That ^ 
matches up with the length } 
of . a human pregnancy, i 
Richard Fisher, co-author of If 
the book “Making Babies," 
told foe Maoukau Evening - v 
News. However, tie S 
acknowledged the chance of 
having one of the first babies 'M 
bom in the year 2000 was M 
only around six per cent II 
even if the April date was « 
acted upon. But Rsher had a f 
tip to help improve the ■'» 
chances — plenty of sex | 
beforehand for foe father. ) 

Poets take to the 
confessional * 


LONDON (R) — Like sin- 
ners consulting a priest 
aspiring British poets are 
being given a chance to take 
to foe confessional to see if 
their odes are any good 
Professional poet lan Duhig 
is to man the confessional- 
style booth at poetry work- 
shops being staged in north- 
ern England. “A lot of people 
are embarrassed about their 
poetzy,” said Robert Walters 
of Bradford Libraries 
Sendee, who came up with 
foe idea. “Half an hour of a 
professional poet's time, ui 
confidence, seemed a good 
offer. to make to people -who 
normally only read to fami- 
lies ami friends,” he tojd 
Saturday’s Pally Telegraph. 







